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Defence Secretary gives broad hint over bigger ships 






Illustrious flags up in the Gulf 


HMS ILLUSTRIOUS arrives 
to take over as flagship of 
the Royal Navy’s Gulf Task 
Group from HMS 
Invincible, from which this 
picture was taken. 

Invincible, which was return¬ 
ing home to Portsmouth on 
March 26, received the con¬ 
gratulations of Defence 
Secretary George Robertson. 

He said: “The fact that 
Saddam Hussein backed down 
is in no small part due to the 
clear and visible demonstra¬ 
tion of our resolve which 
Invincible’s deployment has 
represented since we first 
moved her to the Mediterra¬ 
nean last November. 

“The Royal Navy and Royal 
Air Force personnel on board 
have demonstrated their cus¬ 
tomary professionalism and 
efficiency in producing a cred¬ 
ible, capable joint force in a 
short span of time.’’ 

As Illustrious took up the 
task, he said the job was not 
yet finished: “Until we have 
clear, incontrovertible proof 
that Saddam is honouring the 
agreement which Kofi Annan 
secured in Baghdad, it would 
be foolish to relax our vigi¬ 
lance.” 

■ Dawn of an era - page 19 

■ Those fateful hours 
- centre pages 

■ People in the Gulf - page 9 


LARGER AIRCRAFT car¬ 
riers for the Royal Navy 
may be nearer in the 
wake of a broad hint by 
the Defence Secretary 
George Robertson that a 
new generation of ships 
is under consideration 
to widen the Service’s 
multi-purpose air capa¬ 
bility. 

Speaking as HMS Illustrious 
relieved HMS Invincible in the 
Gulf, Mr Robertson said in a 
Chatham House speech that the 
class of small aircraft carriers had 
proved useful in post-Cold War 
tasks for which they had not been 
designed. 

Referring to the Strategic Defence 
Review, he said: “We are considering 
whether, if we do acquire new carri¬ 
ers, they should be larger than the 
current generation in order to oper¬ 
ate a wider range of aircraft in a 
greater number of roles." 

Emphasising that no final decisions 
had yet been taken, Mr Robertson said: 
“The British people know that the Armed 
Forces have added to their Battle 
Honours the proud title of the best peace¬ 
keepers in the world. And they know 
instinctively that strong defence is good 
foreign policy.” 

If the Navy did receive larger carriers 
to replace its three Invincible-class ships, 
they would be ordered in a climate in 
which the Defence budget is most unlike¬ 
ly to be increased. So that could mean 

■ Turn to back page. 


■ WHEN THE NAVY’S PLANES JOINED THE RAF p25 ■ YOUNG READERS CLUB p26-27 ■ RNA p33 ■ SPORT p38-39 








































iWS. APRIL IWS 



Options 


nsey's 


good at 
talking 


11 M S GUERNSEY'S 
Communications Department 
has been awarded the Redifon 
Trophy for its performance last 
year. 

The Island-class offshore patrol 
Vessel started 1997 with post refit 
trials and Basic Operational Sea 
Training resulting in a ‘Good* 
assessment for the Comms Dept. 

During her subsequent fishery 
protection tasking the ship regu¬ 
larly took part in exercises, one of 
which required constant secure 
communications with 30 Signal 
Regt stationed in the Gulf. 

In March the Guernsey co-ordi¬ 
nated a large-scale search and res¬ 
cue operation. The ship's three 
communicators maintained con¬ 
stant communications with a total 
of 17 vessels including fishing 
boats, rig support vessels and mer¬ 
chant ships. Contact was also 
required with SAR helicopters. 
MPA and the Maritime Rescue 
Co-ordination Centre at 
Aberdeen. 

“Each challenge has been met 
cheerfully, professionally and 
effectively,” concluded the cita¬ 
tion. 

The Guernsey has also recently 
been awarded the Chubb Trophy 
for excellence in damage control 
and fire fighting. 

Long trek 
down for 
Tigers 

IN A break from Operation 
Bolton in the Gulf a 25-strong 
parly from 814 Naval Air 
Squadron - the ‘Flying Tigers’ - 
made the most of a visit to 
Augusta. Sicily by scaling the 
heights of Mount Etna. 

Timing the ascent to coincide 
with sunset, the sight of volcanic 
eruptions by night proved well 
worth the effort. 

“The trek to the main crater, 
just below the 11,000ft summit, 
enabled spectacular views of one 
of the more active vents,” Lt. 
Adrian Marquis told Navy News. 

“The only drawback of witness¬ 
ing such natural splendour being 
that the cable car which ascends 
half-way up the mountain had long 
closed by the time the party 
descended . ..” 

Tournament 

discounts 

THE ROYAL Tournament is 
offering special discounts for 
members of the Armed Forces and 
I heir families during the first week 
of the show July 21-24. 

Phone the box office on 0171 
244 0244 for details 




(T 


-e~ 


4 ^ 






Heavy mob in 
the Mojave 


AIN'T seen 
like this, man 


nothing 


This was the constant refrain 
of Alpha Company, 40 Cdo 
RM's US Army liaison officer 
as he watched them in action in 
the Mojave High Desert, 
California. 

Loaded down with AT-5 and 
Dragon anti-tank missiles. M60 
and Minimi machine-guns, they 
were viewed with incredulity as 
they vomped with huge bergans up 
the side of a ridge-line w hich dom¬ 
inated the battlefield of Operation 
Killing Fields. 

The 120 men of Alpha Cov, led 
bv ( apt Nick Findley, had been 


• Capt Nick Lindley, RM, CO of Alpha Coy Group, watches his men go into action during 
Operation Killing Fields in the Mojave Desert. Above left: loaded down with Dragon and AT-5 
anti-tank missiles, the Marines yomp to the top of the ridge line. Above right: Watched by his 
US Army colleague, RM Commando Dominic Dunn launches a (simulated) AT-5 onto a 
doomed M1A2 Abrams Main Battle Tank. He scored five kills out of five launches.The black 
discs on their helmets and chest harness are the laser sensors of the Multiple Integrated Laser 
Engagement System (MILES). The black boxes on the end of the Marines' rifles send an accu 
rate pulse of eye-safe laser energy at the target when a blank round is fired. When hit, th 
MILES sets off an alarm and disables the target s weapon systems. 
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inserted behind enemy lines bv 
Huev helicopters at ultra low-level, 
under cover of darkness. 

In the ensuing firelights they 
overcame main battle tanks, heli¬ 
copter gunships and several 
armoured fighting vehicles. 

Following their global exercises 
Ocean Wave and Desert Song, 40 
Cdo's sights have been targeted on 
their lead Commando role within 
the Joint Rapid Reaction Force. 

From kit maintenance to 
weapon practice, the Taunton- 
based Marines have been prepar¬ 
ing for the possibility of short 
notice deployment anywhere in the 
world - and training in the Wild 
West as Task Force Angel has 
been part of the process. 

They formed airmobile light 
infantry whose mission was to cre¬ 
ate havoc as part of the resident 
enemy ‘OPFOR' at the US Army's 
Fort Irwin National Training 
Centre - a multi-billion dollar bat¬ 
tle range better known as the back¬ 
drop for the exploits of John 
Wayne and as the set of the film 
Independence Day. 

S aid Capt Lindley: “T his has 
been the acid test of our 
fighting capability - in effect 
we are firing live rounds at each 
other using laser beams and the 
experience has proved an excellent 
work-up for our rapid reaction 
role." 

Added C’SM Eric Conway: 
“Working with and against the l)S 
Army has been a tremendous 
opportunity to demonstrate our 
specialist commando skills whilst 
learning about our allies' equip¬ 
ment. 

“This is especially important 
considering the possibility of 
future multi-national operations, 
and as ever we are very grateful to 
our American hosts.” 

Marines of Bravo and C harlie 
Companies plan to visit Fort Irwin 
later in the year - for the sequel to 
The Empire Strikes Back. 


TROUBLE SHOOTER MISTAKES A SMUGGLER 



HMS NEWCASTLE, the Royal Navy’s West Indies Guard Ship, was involved in 
a dramatic rescue when a potential drug smuggler was revealed to be nothing 
more than an innocent coaster with a broken down engine. 


The MV Christel was on passage 
between St Kitts and St Lucia when the 
trouble developed. She had been adrift for 
three days before the Type 42 destroyer 
arrived and her ten passengers and crew, 
including two young children, were begin¬ 
ning to fear for their safety as food and 
water started to run out. 

Initially, a team of engineers, led by CPO Tim 
Clay, was sent over to attempt a repair. It soon 
became apparent that the only solution would 
be to take the vessel in tow to the nearest 
island, St Kitts, 60 miles away. 

The Newcastle’s Commanding Officer, Cdr 
Nick Lambert, said: “Taking another vessel in 
tow is always a potentially tricky operation. 
However, it s something we train for regularly, 
and when you consider that these poor people 
had been adrift for three days, out of radio con¬ 
tact, and with young children on board, it real¬ 


ly was the only option. 

“We decided that the children probably 
needed spoiling after their ordeal, so we 
brought them on board and showed them the 
ship and helicopter before filling them with 
Coke and ice cream.” 

The Newcastle assumed duties as West 
Indies Guardship in December and has 
remained on constant stand-by to assist in the 
event of further volcanic activity on 
Montserrat. 

She has also been working closely with 
United States Law Enforcement agencies in 
counter narcotics operations. 

During a visit to St Lucia she provided a 24- 
man guard for the island s Independence Day 
parade. 

• A 4.5in shell leaves the barrel of HMS 
Newcastle's Mk8 gun during a high seas firing 
in the West Indies. 
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m popular demand - a new Naval library 


A MAJOR Naval library for Hampshire, the Hampshire 
Naval Collection, was opened at Gosport last month. 

Leader of the County Council, Cllr Freddie Emery-Wallls, said 
it had been provided, at a cost of £50,000, in response to the 
huge interest in naval matters shown by the people of 
Hampshire, often because they have been in the Royal Navy, 
Royal Marines or Merchant Navy. 

Authors would find it invaluable, as would serving personnel 
engaged in research tasks as part of their training. 

Genealogists whose families have had naval connections 
would find the Navy lists and biographies particularly useful. 

The collection at Gosport Library is based on material 


acquired over many years at Gosport and has been enlarged 
through the purchase of further new, second-hand and anti¬ 
quarian books, 

It includes files of Brassey’s Naval and Shipping Annual 1886- 
1933, the series of Jane's Fiahting Ships from the turn of the cen¬ 
tury, volumes of the Naval Review, Navy Records Society and 
Campbell's Lives of the British Admirals published In eight vol¬ 
umes in 1812. 

A rare set of the Naval Telegraph which is In poor condition is 
of particular interest and the war years are being conserved and 
rebound. 

Further purchases of sea charts, official publications and 


new media such as CD ROM will extend its appeal. The Council 
Intends to focus future development on those aspects of naval 
science with which the Gosport penisula has been closely asso¬ 
ciated - such as submarines, naval medicine, aviation and ord¬ 
nance. 

When the project is complete, the harbour area will be host to 
three significant libraries of naval literature - the others being 
the Royal Naval Museum Library and the Portsmouth City Naval 
Collection - which will form a major focus in the UK for the 
social, biographical, architectural, scientific and military history 
of the RN. 


Statue to 

Walker 

ef the 
Atlantic 



DESIGN for a statue of the man who did most to win 
the Battle of the Atlantic, Capt ‘Johnnie’ Walker, CB, 
DSO***, is unveiled by Navy News this month . 


Vice Admiral Michael 
Gretton, who has been leading 
the £50,000 project to honour 
the greatest of all the Allied 
escort group commanders, 
described the maquette by 
leading Liverpool sculptor 
Tom Murphy as ‘wonderful’. 

“The Battle of the Atlantic was 
absolutely critical to the Allies’ 
success - and the critical person at 
sea was Capt Johnnie Walker,” 
said Admiral Gretton, whose 
father. Vice Admiral Sir Peter 
Gretton DSO** was another of the 
RN’s great escort group comman¬ 
ders. 

Permission had been given for 
the statue to be erected at the pier 
head at Liverpool, nearest Albert 
Dock. 

Like so many men of action. 
Walker’s pre-war career was unre¬ 
markable - hardly helped by his 
specialising in the then little-stud¬ 
ied field of anti-submarine war¬ 
fare. 

But World War II at once found 
him in the thick of action as Staff 
Officer (Operations) to Flag 
Officer (Dover) Admiral Bertram 
Ramsay and he was heavily 
involved in the evacuation from 


Dunkirk. 

He then led the 36th Escort 
Group, commanding the sloop 
HMS Stork, notably conducting 
convov HG76 from Gibraltar to 
the Uk and fighting off a group of 
seven U-boats. These - four of 
which were destroyed in the 
process - sank the escort carrier 
HMS Audacity, two merchant 
ships and another escort. It was 
well short of the damage they had 
anticipated inflicting and was per¬ 
haps the first major reverse the U- 
boat arm experienced. 

Walker was ashore from April 
1942 to Spring 1943, passing on his 
experience to others. Promoted to 
Captain, he led the 2nd Escort 
Group out of Liverpool in HMS 
Starling. In less than a year he had 
accounted for another 15 U-boats. 
But in July 1944, after being 
involved in supporting the D-Day 
landings, he died ashore after a 
stroke which the doctors put down 
to stress and overwork. Fie was 48. 

Write c/o The Billington Group, 
4th Floor, Cunard Building, Pier 
Head, Liverpool, L3 1EL for fur¬ 
ther details. 

□ Tom Murphy's ‘Johnnie' 
Walker shows him wearing his 
trademark waistcoat. 



Cor! It’s ‘er 
from Corry! 

Watch out, Des - now the Navy’s homing in on your reluc¬ 
tant bride. Samantha! 

More used to pulling pints at the Rover s Return, 
Coronation Street star Tina Hobley gets to grips with the 
RN stand at the Birmingham Boat Show. 


Homes to go in 
surplus release 

SURPLUS quarters given over to Annington Homes this year 
will affect families at Gosport, Plymouth, Portland and Bushey, 
London. 


A number of RN and RM fami¬ 
lies on the Hardway, Laira, 
Plumer, St Budeaux, Westcliffe 
and Bushey estates have been 
asked to move to alternative quar¬ 
ters and have been given at least 
six months notice. 

They have the chance to state 
their choice of time and place, tak¬ 
ing into account deployment pat¬ 
terns and schooling. Special 
arrangements will be made for 
those whose spouses are away dur¬ 
ing this period and families will be 
entitled to removal expenses and 
disturbance allowance. 

The MOD sold all its family 

? uarters to Annington Homes in 
9%. Of these some 55,055 were 
sold on a 999 year lease and under¬ 
leased back to the MOD for 200 
years. The Defence Housing 
Executive continues to manage 
and maintain these. 

Currently around 12,000 are 
empty and while many of them 
may be required in the future at 
least 4,000 have been identified as 
permanently surplus. 

Part of the original contract was 


that some 700 would be released to 
Annington’s each year. But the 
Navy is keen to avoid the destruc¬ 
tion of “patches” by pepperpotting 
civilians and Service personnel and 
the contract also specified that 
either whole estates or distinct 
groups of houses should be 
released. 

A spokesman for the DHE told 
Navy News : “We are doing every¬ 
thing possible to make the process 
as painless as possible” 

Flagged upside down 

WE WERE inundated with phone 
calls and letters last month after 
readers spotted WOM Melanie 
Coon from HMS Manchester 
bearing the British standard at the 
30th anniversary of the NATO 
Standing Naval Force Atlantic cer¬ 
emony at Lisbon. 

The flag was upside down. 

We understand that this abomi¬ 
nation was handed to her, furled, 
just two minutes before the cere¬ 
mony, so it wasn’t her fault! 


JACK ET JACQUES 


La visite de I'Amiral 

(On board le FS Courbet & Brest) 

‘Quel Admiral est il, then Jacques - le vdtre ou le mien?’ 

‘Le ndtre. Mais ce ne matter pas un jot, Jack. Ils sont tous le 
mdme. Ils croyons que tout le monde smells of fresh paint.’ 

‘Je hope so! Nous avons spent I’enttere semaine painting ce 
bleeding bateau. Quel fantastique exchange duty this is! Et quel 
stealth ship, eh? L’ennemi, il does not have to be Cyrano de 
Bergerac avec l’6norme hooter to sniffer nous out. C’est un over 
I’horizon job un homme avec un nasty head cold could hack 
quand le vent est dans le right direction!’ 

‘Oui, j’agree ... Mais silence! II vient! Je vous en prie, Jack, 
do not let moi down & ce supreme moment de ma vie. L’Amiral, 
il est bound to vous addresser, comme le seul repr^sentatif du 
RN id.’ 

‘D’accord, Jacques. Pas de worries. Vous can compter sur 
moi. Je serai I’essence de tact, dans le grand tradition de nos 
Forces Armies.’ 

‘Oh merde ....’ 

(L’Amiral monte le gangplank et trouve Jack et Jacques & I'at¬ 
tention). 

‘Ah - c’est vous, Jack! Je suis enchants de faire votre con- 
naissance!’ 

‘Le plaisir est tout mine, mon Amiral!’ 

‘Mmm. . . J’espdre que nous sont looking after you alright? 
Pas de complaints about la cuisine ou le vino?’ 

Non, pas du tout, sir.’ 

‘Excellente! Et qu’est-ce que c’est, votre spdcialite, Jack?’ 

•Je suis un humble matelot, mon Amiral - mais je can turn ma 
main & anything.’ 

‘So je vois - vous avez made un splendide paint job avec 
notre FS Courbet, je must say.’ 

Merci beaucoup, sir. Mais venez a I’autre side du bateau, ou 
j’ai commence un petit experiment en camouflage.’ 

Camouflage?’ 

Oui! J’6tais inspire par par votre merveilleuse 6cole 
d’lmpressionistes.’ 

‘Vous astoundez moi ... Oh ma sainted tante! Tous les tiny 
spots de bleu et vert et jaune! II ressemble un explosion dans un 
usine de Dulux!’ 

‘Exactement - c’est le pointilliste technique de Seurat, ga! Et 
vous connaissez Vincent Van Gogh? L’homme qui a lopped off 
son lughole? II est mon favorite, est Vincent. Regardez ceci, 
around I’anchor - ou j’ai painted un grand sunflower!’ 

(L’Amiral est led dans un 
swoon au Wardroom pour 
un restauratif cognac). 

Illustrations par 
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It's good to talk - but it's 
writing that gets results 



ITS GOOD to talk - at 
least that's what a well 
known advertising cam¬ 
paign would have us 
believe. 

The Naval Drafting 
Directorate (NDD) recognises 
the importance of personal 
contact, promoting a key man¬ 
agement objective of open, 
friendly and informative draft¬ 
ing. 

The challenge Drafty faces is 
that while personal communica¬ 
tion remains an essential element 
of business it can stifle and often 
interrupt drafting staff who need 
time to concentrate on drawing 
together personal preference, 
manning and the professional 
details on which drafting decisions 
will be based. 

Filtering calls 

Phone calls during these plan¬ 
ning phases add significantly to 
the time required to complete the 
task and reduces NDD’s capacity 
for general discussions with cus¬ 
tomers on career and drafting 
enquiries. 

It would be most helpful, there¬ 
fore, if manning issues were fil¬ 
tered locally. Divisional officers, 
UPOs and local manpower control 
staff have a breadth of experience 
on drafting and should be able to 
address a large proportion of your 
queries and concerns. 

Where there is a need to con¬ 
tact NDD, remember that the 
directorate manages advancement 
and drafting issues separately. 

Queries on advancement and 
rosters should be therefore be 
directed to the advancement sec¬ 
tion on extension 2498. 

Should you have a preference 
for a particular unit or billet it 
helps Drafty enormously to be 
advised in writing via a C240 
rather than on the phone. 

This ensures that your prefer¬ 
ence is logged and considered 
alongside other volunteers. 

With respect to adauals, if you 
feel that a professional course has 
been missed from the list on the 
back of a draft order, this should 
be discussed with the unit which 
ran the course and awarded the 



adaual since they will need to 
authorise a change to your person¬ 
al records. 

Finally, draft order distribution 
is the responsibility of the drafting 
control office. The drafting section 
can confirm whether a draft has 
been issued, but queries relating to 
incorrect distribution, non receipt 
and requests for extra copies 
should be directed to extension 
2532. 

Falling pass rates 

The professional examination 
for POAEM(R) and (L) is not 
normally a drafting issue, but the 
falling pass rate is beginning to 
bite and if the trend continues 
there will be significant shortages 
by the end of the year. 

The opportunities could not be 
better for the ambitious LAEM 
seeking advancement and a corre¬ 
sponding pay rise. 

The rosters are DRY. Take full 
advantage of local training facili¬ 
ties, attend the AETSB brief for 
PE candidates and above all, 
ensure that you are properly pre¬ 


pared for what is a demanding 
examination leading to tangible 
rewards. 

The sea roster 

Included within the Naval 
Drafting Regulations is a sector on 
the sea roster, but how does it 
work in practice, given the often 
competing requirements, to pro¬ 
vide a fair and well-understood 
method of selecting personnel for 
sea service? 

Firstly, in discussing the topic, 
the ground rules should be initial¬ 
ly examined. Each branch has one 
sea roster per rate. Your sea avail¬ 
ability date (SAVDATE) deter¬ 
mines your position on the roster. 
The date is adjusted on comple¬ 
tion of sea service, taking into 
account any time when you have 
been drafted temporarily ashore, 
medically unfit or to attend a lead¬ 
ership course, for example. 

The calculation is based on a 
graduated scale according to your 
rate, with the higher rates qualify¬ 
ing for a greater adjustment. Your 
SAVDATE is also carried forward 


to the next roster on promotion or 
advancement, and all new entrants 
are given a SAVDATE on comple¬ 
tion of training which places them 
on top of their specific sea roster. 

In practice, not everyone at the 
top of a sea roster can be drafted 
to sea, let alone in the order that 
they appear on the list. For exam¬ 
ple, NDD would not draft ratings 
who have insufficient time to the 
end of their engagement, or those 
who are medically unfit. 

NDD also takes account of your 
position on the advancement ros¬ 
ter and any requirement to com¬ 
plete a career course in advance of 
going to sea. Additionally, NDD 
tries to respect continuity require¬ 
ments which are authorised in 
numerous shore billets on schemes 
of complement. These continuity 
billets nave been highlighted in 
recognition of the time, training 
overhead or critical nature of the 
billet which require the incumbent 
to remain in post for specified 
periods of time, and normally 
range from 18 to 36 months. 

Personnel in numerous branch¬ 
es are also streamed to take 
advantage of particular skills and 
experience, even though they may 
co-exist on the same roster, within 
the FAA this inevitably breaks 
down into adquals and experience 


associated with particular aircraft 
or equipment. 

Your drafting officer will take 
account of your professional back¬ 
ground and preferences when 
nominating you for sea service, 
although the two are not always 
compatible. Those personnel who 
have applied for drafts via C240 
are considered first since it would 
be sensible to draft volunteers who 
are content to go to sea early out 
of turn before taking personnel 
from the top of the sea roster, 
although the later category gener¬ 
ally forms the larger proportion of 
those being drafted. 

Misconceptions 

Recognising the selection 
process, it will be appreciated that 
you are unlikely to be drafted to 
sea in the precise order that you 
appear on tne sea roster, although 
you should expect to be drafted at 
roughly the same time as other eli¬ 
gible ratings from your branch 
who occupy a similar position on 
the roster. 

Hopefully, this will clear up any 
misconceptions which exist about 
how NDD uses the sea roster to 
fulfil drafting requirements. It is 
not such a ‘black art’ as it is some¬ 
times made out to be! 


Appointing and 
drafting 
responsibilities 

DRAFTING responsibili¬ 
ties within the Fleet Air 
Arm, Regulating and PT 
Drafting Section have 
been re-allocated. The 
new-look section is as 
follows. 

□ Warrant Officers: Cdr 
Bob Reeder on 2125. 

□ Aircrewmen, a/c han¬ 
dlers, controllers, METOCs, 
photographers, SEs, regula¬ 
tors and PTs: Lt Cdr Roger 
Grove on 2049. 

□ All FAA technical rat¬ 
ings, 9 tnall ships flights: Lt 
Car Ken Tapping on 2121. 

□ Small ships flights, 

METOCs, Office Manager: 
CPOAEM(M) Jan 

Whitcomb© on 2144. 

□ Aircrewmen, a/c han¬ 
dlers, a/c controllers: 
POWWTR Jo Webb. 

□ Regulators, PTs and 

photographers: POWTR 

Colin Johnson on 2969. 

□ FAA technical S/Rs (M 
trade) and SEs: POWWTR 
Kim Derbyshire on 2065. 

Q FAA technical S/Rs 
(L&R): POWWTR Bridget 
Beale on 2123. 

□ FAA Technical Able 
Rates: LWWTR Joanne 
Goldby on 2124. 

□ FAA Technical Leading 
Rates: LWTR Adie Peters on 
2358. 

□ Office Administration: 
Miss Kelly Williams on 
2274. 



HAVE YOU MISSED US? 

Back copies available from 1980. 

Ring Anne Young 

PORTSMOUTH (01705) 826040 

Navy News - The Paper that lives up to Its name! 
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Southampton’s refit is on track 


HMS SOUTHAMPTON is 
undergoing a major refit in 
Rosyth after covering 
almost 200,000 miles 
since her last overhaul. 

During her last commis¬ 
sion, the ship s varied duties 
included several tours in the 
Gulf and disaster relief at 
Montserrat. 

The significant mainte¬ 
nance package which is 
being carried out by 
Superintendent Ships, FOSF 
and Babcock Rosyth Defence 
Ltd will also see a major 
upgrade of her Combat 
Command System. 

Southampton’s ship’s com¬ 
pany has dropped to just 30 
for the refit, ana the last mem¬ 
ber of her operational crew to 
leave was her CO, Cdr 
Duncan Potts. 

Cdr Potts was carried away 
from the ship in style - on the 
footplate of Babcock 
Rosyth’s own diesel locomo¬ 
tive - while a section of the 
Royal Marines Band Scotland 
played When the Saints go 
Marching In. 



• Lt Cdr Duncan Potts (centre) boards Babcock Rosyth s own diesel locomotive as he says farewell 
to HMS Southampton ’s refit team , led by Lt Cdr Keith Furlong. 
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No 509 




Facts 

and 

figures 


Class: Landing Ship Logistic 
(LSL) 

Pennant number: L3036 
Builder: Hawthorn Leslie 
Shipbuilders Ltd of Hebburn-on- 
Tyne 

Port of registration: London 
Lloyds classification: +100 A1 
+LMC Class 1 RO-RO Passenger 
Launched: October 4,1967 
Commissioned: March 23, 1968 
Displacement: 5,674 tonnes 
Length: 125.5 metres 
Beam: 18.2 metres 
Draught: 4 metres 
Ship’s company: 52 
Machinery: Two ten-cylinder 
four-stroke turbo-charged 
Mirrlees National diesels 
(9,400hp) plus one 400hp 
bowthruster 

Speed: 14 knots (normal), 16 
knots (maximum) 

Range: 8,000 miles at 15 knots 
Capacity: 350 troops plus their 
equipment and vehicles 
Aircraft: One spot for Sea King 
or Lynx aft, one spot for Chinook, 
Sea King or Lynx on main vehicle 
deck 


BATTLE 

HONOUR 


SOUTH ATLANTIC.1982 


• Versatile vessel - Sir Percivale, part ro-ro ferry, part landing craft. 


Sip Percy always 
in great demand 


L ANDING ship Sir Percivale has 
been in great demand during her 
life - and not just with the Royal 

Navy. 

The 5,674-tonne Royal Fleet Auxiliary 
(RFA) vessel - officially a Landing Ship 
Logistic or LSL - has seen service across 
the world, serving with NATO and UN 
forces as well as British. 

She entered service with the RFA in 1970, 
and was stationed in the Pacific Ocean for a 
number of years. 

She was designed to support amphibious 
operations by landing troops, tanks, vehicles 
and other heavy equipment in port or directly 
on to a suitable shore. 

To achieve this, Sir Percivale has a number of 
special features, including doors in the bows 
and stern for rapid loading and 
unloading, and a shallow draft which — 
enables her to be beached - she is ‘During the Gulf 


She was also the first ship to enter Stanley 
harbour after the Argentinian surrender. 

During the Gulf War the ship was deployed 
on various duties, remaining in theatre tor the 
duration of the conflict. 

She has also deployed on a number of occa¬ 
sions to the Adriatic in support of British forces 
operating in the former Yugoslavia. 

The last two years have yielded a , 


typical programme of exercises and * gjp Percivale 
tasks for the ship. 

In August 1996 she sailed to tOOK lip Station 
Cyprus, where she embarked troops rear Of 

and equipment which were trans- 
ported through the Suez Canal to the line, and 

Aqaba in Jordan for a joint was therefore 
UK/Jordanian field exercise. 

She returned from the Red Sea the last grey 
via Cyprus and Gibraltar to join chjn to leave 
Exercise Green Wader, the first ^ , 

amphibious exercise car- Hong Kong... 
ried out by the newly- 


thus part roll-on, roll-off ferry and \A/or t^e ShiD 
part landing craft. ^ 

Routine work for Sir Percivale W3S deployed 
and her four sister ships would be 
freighting Army equipment over¬ 
seas, normally Germany-bound 
vehicles through her home base of j n n in theatre 
Marchwood military port and y 
Antwerp. 

But sne has also played an impor¬ 
tant role in the major flashpoints 
involving British maritime forces in 


on various 
duties, remain- 


for the duration 
of the conflict.’ 


recent years, including the Falklands War. 

In 1982 Sir Percivale was one of the first ships 
to sail for the South Atlantic, and was in the fore¬ 
front of the amphibious assault on San Carlos. 


formed Amphibious Squadron of the 
Joint Rapid Deployment Force. 

November 1996 brought a chance 
for the ship to make her first visit to 
her adopted town of Fowey, an affil¬ 
iation having been set up in 1994. 

Last year was a particularly busy 
year for the ship and her crew of 52 
civilian officers and ratings. 

Early in the year she sailed with 
the Ocean Wave task group, and Sir 
Percivale was in Hong Kong for the 
official handover of the colony to 


China on June 30. 

Indeed, when the Royal Yacht and HMS 
Chatham sailed. Sir Percivale took up station at 
the rear of the line, and was therefore the last 


grey ship to leave Hong Kong. 

She had been berthed at Stonecutters Island, 
on the Kowloon side, for almost a month, acting 
as a logistics base for the last British forces in 
the territory, accommodating the Royal Navy 
ceremonial guard, the Royal Marine Band and 
acting as a base for the flight of Sea King heli¬ 
copters from 846 Naval Air Squadron. 

Her visit coincided with the 15th 
anniversary of the loss of the RFA Sir 
Galahad and the bombing of RFA Sir 
Tristram during the Falklands War. 

Both ships had Chinese crew 
members at the time, and at a special 
ceremony Sir Percivale s command¬ 
ing officer, Capt P. Roberts - who 
commanded Sir Galahad when she 
was attacked - laid a wreath in mem¬ 
ory of those who died in the war. 
Other tasks on Ocean Wave 

_ included carrying elements of 40 

Commando to Brunei for amphibi¬ 
ous exercises, and then transporting part of 42 
Commando to Singapore and Thailand. 

On leaving Hong Kong she ferried final items 
of military equipment, and escorted the ships of 
the Hong Kong Squadron to the Philippines. 

When she returned from the Far East, Sir 
Percivale underwent a short period of mainte¬ 
nance, but the last two months have seen her 
back on exercise with three sister LSLs. 

The ships were part of the Royal Marines 
winter deployment in Norway, which was fol¬ 
lowed by Exercise Green Wader, including 
amphibious landings in the Norwegian fjords. 

This slotted into Exercise Strong Resolve, 
when the LSLs joined an amphibious task group 
which practised landings in France and Spain. 


To order black and white postcards of the 
Ships of the Royal Navy' series please con¬ 
tact Sarah Geary in the Business Department 
on 01705 826040 


HAS YOUR SERVICE 
BEEN RECOGNISED? 

COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS FOR: 

• COMBATANT SERVICE 
• SEA SERVICE 

• AVIATION SERVICE 
• ARMY SERVICE 

• FOREIGN SERVICE 
•VOLUNTEER SERVICE 
• NATIONAL DEFENCE 

For Information send a STAMPED self addressed 3*4" x 8/$" business Envelope to: 

Service Commemoratives - P.O. Box 4, Hinckley, Leicestershire LE10. 3ZT 




SHIP OF THE 
MONTH 

POSTCARD SUBSCRIPTION 

Build an exciting and interesting 
collection of photographs of ships 
of the Royal Navy 

EACH MONTH YOU WILL RECEIVE A GLOSSY 
BLACK AND WHITE POSTCARD SIZE 
PHOTOGRAPH OF THE FEATURED SHIP AND 
HER BADGE. 


Picture above of HMS BOXER 


NAVY NEWS HMS NELSON, 
QUEEN STREET, 
PORTSMOUTH POI 3HH 

Cheques payable to Navy News. For orders from 
outside the UK payment can be made by 
Cheque/lntemational Money Order in £ sterling 
and drawn on UK bank. 

Or for payment by Credit CardSwHch (UK ft 
Abroad) Ptease use coupon on page 4. 


I year's subscription 

q% £10.50 

£12.50 Surface Mail Abroad 
or available at 65p each 
(minimum order £1.95) 
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Pictures in 
the mind 


DURING a visit to the Boat 
Show I glanced through Navy 
News and became full of nostalgia 
at the sight of HMS Quorn in the 
September issue. 

In mid-1944. aged 18, having 
just successfully completed the 
crash course for Radar Mechanics, 
I was drafted to a destroyer depot 
ship moored in the Solent - a 
cockroach-infested ex-cruise ship 
The Empress of Russia. 

This was just after D-Day and 
very busy, with many destroyers 
with faults and damaged gear. 1 
was put on board the Quorn one 
day to repair the radar and was 
unsuccessful in finding the fault in 
the time available. 

The skipper was not pleased 
and made me aware of the fact. I 
remember the rattle of the anchor 
and the click of the Aldis lamp as a 
signalman asked the ‘Empress' 
what to do with this useless 
mechanic. Was he to stay on board 
during their proposed Channel 
patrol or did they want him back? 
If the latter, the launch would have 
to be quick. 

The Quorn was actually under 
way when I boarded the dinghy. 
The following day, during the 
interval at a cinema, I saw a col¬ 
umn inch in the local newspaper 
reporting the total loss of HMS 
Quorn and crew - a mine was 
thought to have been the cause. - 
J. Norbron, Penrhvndeudraeth. 
Gwynedd. 

THE PICTURE of HMS 
Malcolm and Wolverine with their 
U-boat capture in December issue 
brought back memories I have of 
both these two. 

During the 1942 Pedestal con¬ 
voy to Malta, as an HMS Eagle 
survivor I was picked up by the 
Malcolm. Later, on a very dark 
night, we were escorting the carri¬ 
ers back to Gib when Wolverine 
switched on a searchlight - and 
dead ahead, broadside on, was a 
submarine with men on her deck. 

Wolverine rammed and there 
were no survivors this time (I 
learned after the war it was 
Italian). 

Wolverine was badly damaged 
and I cannot remember how- she 
got back to Gib. But my memory is 
clear concerning the tot I got when 
picked up by the Malcolm - to 
whom a belated thanks. - A. D. 
Pigott. North Walsham. 


'Soft 1 names 
that ape bad 
for morale 

AS MEMBERS of the ship's company of the only frigate in the Fleet to have a remotely 
hard-as-nails name, we would like to protest at the general fluffiness of current ship nam¬ 
ing policy. 


In this age of political cor¬ 
rectness, are we to continue 
the trend towards inoffensive, 
soft and cuddly and occasion¬ 
ally downright dull ship nam¬ 
ing? 

At present, all escorts in the 
Fleet, with the exception of Brave. 
Boxer and Iron Duke, are named 
after fluffy animals (Beaver) or 
picked at random from the road 
atlas of Britain. 

Only minority groups, such as 
Death Stars and submarines, get a 
look-in at sounding remotely 
aggressive or ‘in yer face'. 

Recent missed opportunities, 
such as Bulwark. Albion and 
Ocean, continue the established 
trend towards neutral names. The 
new Trafalgar class has followed 
suit and, although named after 
laudable qualities, is still less than 
punchy. 

This has got to stop. It is 
bad for morale and pre¬ 
sents a poor impression on 
overseas visits. You cannot 
maintain the credibility of 
the Service by turning up in 
a foreign country in a ship 
which sounds like it's 
named after a shopping 
centre (HMS St Albans). 

The introduction of the Type 42 
replacement is an ideal opportu¬ 


nity to reverse this damaging 
trend. Apparently this will be the 
Daring class, which is a good start. 
It will go downhill if this is fol¬ 
lowed by Delight, Dainty and 
Duchess, w'hich are traditional but 
completely soft. 

We recommend Dreadnought, 
Dauntless, Dominant, Devast¬ 
ation, Defender, Dragon to be 
followed by the second batch of E 
class: Excalibur, Enforcer, 

Emperor, Endeavour, Exultant 
and Extreme, as opposed to the 
suggested Empress and Emerald. 

To conclude, many would seem 
to want to skirt around the fact 
that the Navy actually has any¬ 
thing to do with lighting. 

We feel that if we are required 
to go to war, the least we can 
expect is to head off with the 
advantage of sounding “well 
hard". - CESM Office, HMS 
Brave. 


Crazy rules 
are not 
giving me 
the DTEs 


AS A MARRIED home owner living in the Portsmouth 
area I am curious as to the rationale behind the entitle¬ 


ment to Daily Travelling Expenses. 

If I lived in subsidised public 
accommodation (ie, married quar¬ 
ters) and assuming I travelled at 
least three miles to work, I would 
get every penny refunded, no 
questions asked. 

Paradoxically, as I pay a mort¬ 
gage and consequently have less 
disposable income, not only would 
I be expected to pay for the first 
nine miles myself but in the first 
instance I would be required to 
negotiate my way through a set of 
regulations so complex and convo¬ 
luted that they would appear to be 
geared so as to ensure nobody gets 
DTEs! 

The usual argument is that MQ 
dwellers get no choice as to where 
they will be housed. This is not 
strictly true because you know that 
as an officer you will either get Hill 
Head or Cosham, or as a rating, 
probably Rowner or Paulsgrove. 
Therefore it is obvious that what¬ 
ever the location, you would still 
be well within “reasonable travel¬ 
ling distance" (Navy definition 50 
miles) wherever you are placed! 

I think this situation is iniqui¬ 
tous, morally unfair and an insult 
to home owners throughout the 
Fleet. - Name supplied, HMS 
Invincible. 


A VERY early example of Kl)l 
usage came in 1940 when I IMS 
Belfast went into dock for repairs. 
Her 4in and close range weapons 
were removed and fitted on to 
Foylebank, turning her into an 
armed merchant cruiser manned 
by an RN crew. She was fitted with 
the latest RDF. manned by mainh 
civilian scientists and used llash- 
Iess ammunition. 

Her task was to leave Port land 
at dusk, scour the Channel tor 
minelaying aircraft and re-enter 
harbour at dawn. 

We did so well that the Germans 
sent a massive bombing group to 
sink us on July 4. Many of the cress 
were lost, including some of the 
scientists - and LS Jack Mantle, 
who was posthumously awarded 
the Victoria Cross. It was later sug¬ 
gested that the only mistake we 
made was to return to the same 
buoy at Portland every morning - 
D. Seaman, Gosport. 


Coconut 

coverall 


I WAS in a Daring-class destroyer 
and the galley flat nad been picked 
up by the Captain on his Saturday 
rounds. The following Saturday an 
extra sweeper had been sent in as 
a back up. 

All was cleaned from top to bot¬ 
tom, including the dusty cable 
trays overhead. 

Unfortunately, Manchester Tart 
for all the messes had been laid 
out in the flat and a layer of dust 
had spread over the custard. 

The Chief Cook, on being told 
of the disaster, calmly produced a 
tin of multi-coloured dessicated 
coconut which he liberally sprin¬ 
kled on top. 

The ship’s company nearly all 
enjoyed the sweet that day. - T. 
Smith, Whitstable, KenL 


Cuckoo in 
the nest 


THE LETTER “Martyr to early 
RDF’ by A. A. Macdonald 
(February issue) and his refer¬ 
ences to Pat Strathy and Professor 
Burton emphasise the Canadian 
influence in RDF. 

The cruiser HMS Sheffield was 
the first ship of the RN to be 
installed with RDF, albeit in its ini¬ 
tial stages, in 1937-38. The scien¬ 
tist John Logie Baird visited her in 
August 1938 to see it in operation, 
although it was July 1940 before 
the first RDF officer, the 
Canadian A. L. Hurley, joined the 
ship. 

Admiral Somerville was once 
heard to remark that he wouldn’t 
have liked to go on the Malta con¬ 
voy without the ‘cuckoo-in-the- 
nest\ - C. Adams, Lancaster. 


1 HAD the honour to serve in 
HMS Valiant from 1939 42. Wc 
were fitted. I think, with a I\pc 2Sf 
RDF. Together with Illustrious. 
Calcutta and Coventry we passed 
through the ‘Narrows’ operation 
H.A.T.S. in August 194(1 and 
brought the first RDI to the 
Mediterranean Fleet. 

Among our officers was SIT 
Ernie Apps, RCNVR. He w as our 
RDF wizard and it was with his 
guidance that the stopped cruiser 
Pola was picked up on the screen 
and the scene set for the Battle »f 
Matapan. - F. G. Jennings, Fast 
Preston. W.Sussex. 

Fine Home 


WE would like to take the oppor¬ 
tunity, through your pages, to 
praise the Royal Sailors Home 
Club, Portsmouth for their atten¬ 
tion during our Golden Wedding 
celebration. 

The organisation and service 
were superb. The staff made us so 
welcome and added in the happi¬ 
ness of the day. - J & B Wilson, 
Portsmouth. 


Abandoned in a backwater - MMS191 
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IN THE January issue you 
announced that plans to 
restore the last Motor Mine 
Sweeper, MMS 191, had to 
be abandoned due to lack of 
funds. 

I went across to Stokes 
Creek and took pho¬ 
tographs of her to give to 
the Minesweeping Museum 
at Queensborough, for their 
records. 

It occurred to me that 
Navy News might like to 
include a print - and per¬ 
haps ask readers if there are 
any other MMS, lying in 
some backwater? 
C.R.Polglaze, Rainham, 
Kent. 


LETTERS to the Editor 
should always be accompa¬ 
nied by the correspondent's 
name and address, not nec¬ 
essarily for publication. 
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IT WAS with great interest that I read the article about 
HMS Monmouth going to the aid of a sick man on Tristan 
da Cunha (January edition). 

It brought back memories of when HMS Leopard went 
there for a different emergency, when the volcano erupted 
in October 1961.1 was there. How many of us watched the 
recent programme about the island on BBC2,1 wonder? - 
R. Andrew, Nottingham. 


HMS Leopard’s 1,600 mile 
dash across the South Atlantic 
from Simonstown, South Africa to 
the stricken island produced one 
of the best pieces of reportage 
Navy News has ever carried - by 
an unidentified member of her 
ship's company. 

Hastily loaded with 16 tons of 
emergency stores - everything 
from blankets to 6in nails, tarpau¬ 
lins to split peas - she sped off to 
a pinpoint on the chart reported to 
be in the throes of a volcanic 
eruption “that could have been 
about to disappear in the best 
krakatoa-type fashion. ” 

The disturbances had begun in 
August as earth tremors of vary¬ 
ing intensity. Rock falls from the 
cliffs had continued until October 
8, when cracks appeared in the 
ground at the eastern end of the 
settlement. The volcano finally 
erupted two days later - and by 
the afternoon of October 12 all 
257 inhabitants had been put on 
the Dutch liner Tjisadane and 
sent off to Cape Town. HMS 
Leopard passed her on the way - 
most of the crew lining the port 
side to cheer the bewildered 
refugees: 

“It was a touching scene as we 
parted in the gathering gloom, us 
not knowing quite what to expect 
at Tristan and the islanders not 
knowing quite what to expect at 
Cape Town. At 1000 on Friday 13, 
a dark cloud on the horizon began 
to take shape which soon could be 
identified as the 7,000ft cone of 
Tristan da Cunha, at a distance of 
40 miles. 

“As we approached, the world’s 
loneliest island subtly rose out of 
the sea ahead. It was not until we 
were 15 miles off that we could see 
smoke rising from the northern 
edge. 

“Nestling at the foot of a 2,000 ft 
cliff at the back of the settlement 
was what looked like a Black 
Country slag heap that was empty¬ 
ing a column of white smoke into 
the air. It was only when one 
looked down to the canning facto¬ 
ry at the water’s edge that one 
realised how large the cone was. To 
the right was a cluster of crofts 
which formed the settlement, and 
below them on the green slope 
which extended from the base of 
the cliffs were white bungalows. 

“We could see cattle grazing 
quietly in the fields and the sea 
birds wheeling in flight about us. 
All was quiet and peaceful, the air 
of drama being given by the pall of 
smoke that hung in the breeze ...” 

HMS Leopard's task was to 
salvage valuable and personal 
belongings, embark the heavy 
gear from the canning factory - 
and destroy the islands dog pop¬ 
ulation. 

“The saddest tale was told by 
the dog destruction party. The 


original plan had been to round up 
the dogs and shoot them through 
their heads as painlessly as possi¬ 
ble. Unfortunately, after the first 
few had been despatched, the dogs 
all became timid and would not 
come near the party. It was found 
by painful experience that the .22 
rifles were not sufficient to kill a 
dog outright from any range, and 
so the destruction had to be stood 
over until the next day when a 
party of marksmen could be land¬ 
ed with .303 rifles. 

“The dogs were all of the collie 
type. At a guess I would say that 
they were crosses between alsatian 
and collie. I found that to shoot a 
dog even with a heavy calibre rifle 
at close range required an 
immense concentration to keep a 
steady hand. After the dog was 
dead, a feeling of nausea prevailed 
and it was necessary to remind 
myself that it was an essential task 
if the island was to be of any value 
in time to come.” 

Two ten-week-old puppies 
were spared to be taken on board 
the Leopard - where they were 
duly christened 'Tristan' and 
'Cunha'. Some 200 sheep and 
cattle were left behind - and a 
stock of tinned food for fishermen 
who might call as they plied the 
crayfish trade around the island. 

“We sailed at dark, taking a last 
look at the glowing volcano where 
the rocks were now reaching the 
path down to the canning factory 
and getting close to the first cot¬ 
tages . . . The trip back to Cape 
Town was made more interesting 
by all-out efforts to raise a fund for 
the islanders so that they would 
have some spending money on 
their trip back to the United 
Kingdom.” 

Tabletop 

tortoise 

THE PICTURE of the encounter 
by the Marines with the giant tor¬ 
toises on St Helena (January 
issue) brings back memories of an 
event which is probably linked. 

When returning from Singapore 
in HMS Finwhale in 1971, com¬ 
manding officer Lt Cdr M.Farr, we 
called at Mahe in the Seychelles. 
When the Governor ascertained 
that one of the scheduled stops on 
our return trip to UK was to be St 
Helena, we were asked to ‘ferry’ a 
baby giant tortoise. 

The reason we were told was 
that it was hoped eventually it 
might be able to mate with the 
then only resident giant tortoise, 
which was reputed to have been on 
the island at the same time as 
Napoleon Bonaparte. 

I wonder if one of those dis¬ 
played in the picture was the one 
in question ? 


*T - 


YOUR OWN 
PORT OF CALL 
IN LONDON 


• October 1961: HMS Leopard (above) made a 1,600 mile dash across the South Atlantic to the stricken island of Tristan da Cunha. 
Inset: “Nestling.at the foot of a 2,000ft cliff at the back of the settlement was what looked like a Black Country slag heap that was emp¬ 
tying a column of white smoke into the air. ” 

If so, it has another claim to 
fame as being possibly the only 
giant tortoise to have dived in a 
submarine. It was about three to 
four inches long when it arrived. 

Whilst on board it spent most of 
the time on the chart table with 
obvious comments about addition¬ 
al hazards that required special 
orders to navigators! 

After leaving the Seychelles we 
called at Mombasa and spent 
Christmas and New Year along¬ 
side HMS Triumph and then on to 
Simonstown for a self-mainte¬ 
nance period before landing AB 
Submariner Tortoise in early 
February 1972. - V. C. Richards, 

Redditch. 

Jonathan, the famous giant 
tortoise of St Helena, is still going 
strong at Plantation House, as 
HMS Monmouth's Marines have 
confirmed. HMS Finwhale's mis¬ 
sion apparently followed that of 
RFA Sandusky in 1969, which 
delivered a number of lady tor¬ 
toises to Jonathan for the pur¬ 
pose described above (reported 
in our June 1996 edition by 
Admiral Sir William O'Brien). 

We understand from St Helena 
that there has been no progeny 
to date. Jonathan is the sole sur¬ 
vivor of three giant tortoises 
imported to the island in the 19th 
century. One of the other two 
died in 1877 and its shell is pre¬ 
served in the Natural History 
Museum in London. The second 
died in 1918 when it fell from a 
cliff. Both of these came from 
Mauritius. 

Some records state that 
Jonathan hailed from the 
Seychelles, but this is not known 
for certain. It is said he arrived in 
1862 - and also that he is a living 
link with Napoleon, but no one 
knows the truth about that, either. 

He was said to be mature on 
arrival, ie about 50, which would 
mean he was born ten years 
before Napoleon's death. His 
current companions are Myrtle 
(49), Speedy (40 plus), Emma, 

David (both 26) and Fredrika 
(23). - Ed 


Letters to the Editor should 
always be accompanied by 
the correspondent s name 
and address , not necessar¬ 
ily for publication. 


Reproduced by kind permission of P&O 


MERCHANT NAVY 


“Now refitted and shipshape” 

THE MERCHANT 
NAVY HOTEL 

All rooms fully refurbished to a high standard. 
Open to all serving seafarers and their families 
and those with five or more years service. 
Conference and meeting facilities available. 

19-21 Lancaster Gate, London W2 3LN 
Nearest stations: Paddington, Lancaster Gate 


TELEPHONE: 0171 723 8831 
FAX: 0171 723 4702 


Sad duty for 
sailors sent 
to Tristan 
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People in the News 



News in 
Brief 


Like father, 
like son 

FATHER was there to congrat¬ 
ulate son when trainee AEM 
Steven Jones passed out from 
HMS Raleigh. 

LA Kevin Jones, presently 
serving at RN air station 
Culdrose, leaves the Navy on 
July 7 this year - Steven’s 17th 
birthday. 

And to return the compli¬ 
ment, Steven joined the Navy 
on October 6 last year - his 
father’s birthday. 

Our man in 
Sussex 

A NATIVE of Sussex has 
been appointed regional co¬ 
ordinator for the Royal Star 
and Garter Home, Rich¬ 
mond, covering Sussex. 

Lt Cdr Michael Kent RNR 
recently retired after 31 
years with NatWest Bank, 
and served with the Sussex 
Division RNR, which has 
now closed. 



Gerry brushes up 
his pilot skills 


FORMER Army Air 
Corps pilot Gerry 
Jones proved he had 
lost none of his skills 
when he took the con¬ 
trols of the Sea King 
simulator at RN air 
station Culdrose. 

It was the first time he 
had been at the controls 
since he lost his sight in 
a helicopter crash almost 
30 years ago. 

The visit was arranged 
by Cdr Colin Douglas, 
who is Gerry’s long-dis¬ 
tance running guide, the 
pair raising thousands of 
pounds for the Cornwall 
Association for the Blind. 

'Gerry is a natural 
pilot and the trip brought 
back all of his pilot skills. 
He’s forgotten nothing,” 
said Cdr Douglas after 
the hour-long ‘flight’. 

“In spite of never hav¬ 


ing flown in a Sea King 
helicopter before, he 
managed all phases of 
the trip including take¬ 
offs and landings, and 
just for good measure we 
carried out a few emer¬ 
gency drills as well. 

“He coped magnifi¬ 
cently - he is a real pro.” 

Gerry’s thoughts were 
simple: “it was brilliant. I 
must try the real thing.” 

Gerry and Colin are in 
training for their next 
fund-raising feats, which 
In the next two years 
should include another 
London Marathon, the 
Boston Marathon and the 
Marathon Les Sables - 
six marathons in eight 
days in the Moroccan 
desert. 

They also plan a 
round-Britain trip with 
Gerry at the controls of a 
light aircraft. 


Ark sailors 






SSAFA Forces Help is 
marching into the future to 
a new sound. 

SSAFA - the Soldiers, 
Sailors, Airmen and 
Families Association - has 
adopted a march written by 
C/Sgt Chris Gould RM, now 
serving at Lympstone. 

The idea for the march 
Yesterday, Today and 
Tomorrow started when 
Chris took the Volunteer 
Band of HMS Neptune to a 
local event ana Douglas 
Ramsey, of SSAFA 
Renfrewshire, suggested 
SSAFA could do with some 
music to raise their profile. 

The march has already 
won a national competition, 
and has stirred interest at 
BBC Radio and Classic FM. 




• C/Sgt Chris Gould. 

SSAFA goes 
on the march 


Engineers 
• pay visit 

TEN retired engineer officers 
have visited HMS Sultan, the 
RN School of Engineering, to 
celebrate the 60th anniversary 
of their entry into the Navy. 

Commodore of Sultan, 
Commodore Malcolm Shirley, 
had a particular interest in wel¬ 
coming them, as he is the son- 
in-law of one of the visitors, 
Cdr Tom Dyer. 

The rest of the party was 
Capt David Garstin, Cdrs John 
Pegler, Bob Cooper, Peter 
Barry, Ron Waaman and 
Dennis Bourne, and Lt Cdrs 
Ian Dalzell, Robby Pearson 
and Tbny Holmes. 

They were treated to a tour 
of the base, and the day ended 
with a reunion dinner. 


make tracks 


A GROUP of sailors from Ark 
Royal tried their hands with 
some Army hardware on a visit 
to strengthen links with the 
Royal Armoured Corps. 

The 14 Arkies were entertained 
at Bovington training camp, where 
tank drivers, gunners, loaders and 
commanders are taught using sim¬ 
ulator technology as well as the 
real things. 

After familiarisation with the 
camp and equipment, the group 
was set loose on the tank simula¬ 
tors. 

“The simulator consisted of a 
compartment as would be found in 


RN RM SPORTS LOTTERY RN RM SPORTS LOTTERY 

SPRING HAS 
SPRUNG 


RN RM SPORTS LOTTERY RN RM SPORTS LOTTERY 


ADVERTISE YOUR VACANCIES TO PROBABLY THE 
BEST TRAINED WORKFORCE IN BRITAIN TODAY 
PHONE GLEN OR LYNDA ON. 01705 725062 


a real tank, and the driver sat with 
his head up out of the hatch to view 
a panoramic TV screen,” said AB 
Nick West. 

“The screen would display the 
terrain and the driver would set off 
using the controls in the ‘tank’. 

“The process was monitored by 
the instructor who would guide the 
student and inject problems. The 
scenery could also be controlled by 
the instructor. 

“When our group drove, the 
Captain, Cdr Lewis, managed to 
get a runaway tank which would 
not slow down, and I managed to 
get stuck in some trees.” 

The group then moved on to 
training tanks, with a cab instead of 
a gun turret, and tackled a training 
circuit, jumping ditches and cross¬ 
ing bridges. 


• Getting a feet for a tank- 
one of the Arkies gets to 
grips with the hardware at 
Bovington camp. 


After lunch the Arkies tested 
their skills on a computer-simulat¬ 
ed gunnery range. 

The day was rounded off by 
observing a Challenger 2 tank car¬ 
rying out a live shoot at the 
Lulworth ranges, with the tank 


running at speed as it traversed the 
target. 

An invitation has been extended 
by the Arkies to return the compli¬ 
ment, and plans are being made for 
the Army to visit Ark Royal, cur¬ 
rently in Portsmouth Naval Base. 


Loyal Navy News 
correspondent dies 


ONE OF Navy News ’ 
most loyal readers 
and correspondents, 
Mrs Lilian Collins, 
has died at the 
age of 94. 

In 1994 Mrs 
Collins wrote 
a letter 
describing 
her memo¬ 
ries of the 
1911 Fleet 
Review at 
Spithead. 

This we 
published 
- and later 
invited her 
to our 40th 
birthday 
party hosted 
on board HMS 
Invincible. 

Thereafter the 
carrier became “her 
ship”. 

She was kept up to 
date with the ship’s 
news; Mrs Collins’ room 


at her home at Yardley 
Gobion, near Towcester, 
became a shrine deco¬ 
rated with her latest 
photographs. 

And in her 
letters to the 
Editor she 
said she 
was night- 
remem- 
e r i n g 
Invincible 
in her 
prayers 
whenev¬ 
er the 
carrier 
headed 
for trouble 
o t s , 
as the 
Adriatic and, 
just lately, the 
Gulf. 

With her last 
Christmas card to Navy 
News she enclosed a 
photograph of herself, 
aged two, dressed in a 
sailor suit. 
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People in the Gulf 




• Big cat - the tiger head Sea King helicopter from 814 Naval Air Sauadron, seen at RN air station Culdrose, as painted by LAEM 
Tony Hoing (inset, below). Lt Chris Barber (inset, above) provides similar services for 849 A Flight. 

Nose art flourishes 


NOSE ART - the culture of 
decorating the noses of aircraft 
which was widespread during 
the Second World War - is 
flourishing again in at least two 
Royal Navy Sea King 
Scmadrons. 

Thanks to the artistic skills of Lt 
Chris Barber of 849 Naval Air 
Squadron’s A (‘Aardvark’) Flight, 
and LAEM Tony Hoing of 814 
‘Tiger Squadron, the aircraft of 


the units on board HMS Invincible 
have acquired very distinctive iden¬ 
tities. 

Both men took up art at school, 
and both used their talents to 
design squadron T-shirts. Tony also 
designed the Tiger head covering 
the nose of one of 814’s aircraft, 
now at RNAS Culdrose. 

After that, more discrete works 
of art began to appear on the 
squadron’s other anti-submarine 
helicopters. 


Thanks to Chris, 849 A’s three 
airborne early warning aircraft 
now also sport nose art in addition 
to the little red aardvark silhouette 
which decorates their sides. Cab 
number 88, for instance sports a 
‘two fat ladies’ design. 


Having his talents outed has 
proved a mixed blessing for Chris. 
“Every member of the squadron 
who leaves now wants a cartoon 
card,” he said. “I’ve also started 
doing posters, and I'm being inun¬ 
dated with requests.” 


• THE VOLUNTEER band of HMS Illustrious gained a new 
recruit when Capt Stephen Meyer played the triangle with 
them. “Another tick in the box In the task of life,"he said 
after successfully playing the triangle solo at the end of 
the Blackadder march. 


There was an incorrect SAFAB helpline number printed 
in last month s edition. The correct number for the 
Eastern area should be 01705 726158. 


International Invincible 


THE FIRST French naval officer on 
exchange duty with the Royal Navy as 
a fighter controller was on board HMS 
Invincible throughout the Gulf crisis. 
Lt Cyril Stylianidis joined the carrier in 
November after training at Yeovilton. 

There are three other Marine Nationale 
officers on exchange with the Navy - a 
Principal Warfare Officer in HMS 
Birmingham, an Ops Officer with the 
Third MCM Squadron, and one on the 
staff at Britannia RN College Dartmouth. 

Tm sure more exchanges will take 
place in the future,” said Cyril. “I have 
found my experience with the RN very 
interesting. On the one hand your 
ships seem to spend more time at sea, 
but on the other they seem more com¬ 
fortable than ours.” 


• Lt Cyril Stylianidis. 


Family ties renewed in Gulf 


AFTER six months of 
being separated by 
4,000 miles, CPo 
(OPS) (M) Michael 
Acton and OM(EW) 
Edward Acton (18) now 
find themselves work¬ 
ing within feet of each 
other. Acton Jr was 
recently joined on 


board destroyer HMS 
Nottingham by his 
father, and as the ship 
completed her final 
weeks in the Gulf, they 
found themselves in 
the same defence 
watch, with time to 
catch up on news from 
home. 


BROTHERS Sean (left) 
and Jim Moulton met 
in the Gulf when HMS 
Illustrious took over 
from her sister ship. 

Jim (24) is an aircraft 
handler in Invincible, 
while Sean (23) has the 
same job in Illustrious. 


Sean dropped in on 
his brother when the 
two ships were in the 
Gulf, and Jim is now 
on his way home - 
where his family has 
promised a late 
Christmas celebration, 
complete with tree. 


5 ;:.\ 




• Mr Football - Middlesbrough 
fanatic WTR Slinger Woods is 
HMS Coventry's soccer statis¬ 
tician, keeping shipmates up 
to date with results by moni¬ 
toring the BBC World Service 
and printing computer updates 
for distribution round the ship. 

Picture LA(PHOT) HaM (SFPU). 




STEAMBOAT enthusiast Arthur 
Baldwin’s passion for the vessels seemed 
certain to be unfulfilled during his long 
months at sea. 

But Arthur’s patience and ingenuity 
won through - and as a CPOMEA in 
HMS Invincible, he is using off-duty 
hours to build not one but two steam 
launches, one foot to the inch working 
models. 

Not only does he build their structures, 
in the ship’s workshops, but also makes 
the steam engines. 

The larger model is a Victorian river 
launch named the Lady Jeanette, after 
his wife. 

“I only get time to work on the mod¬ 
els when I go sea,” said Arthur. “So far 
on this deployment that means about 
200 hours of spare-time work.” 

At home he also works on a 1953 MG 
TD midget, his first car which he has 
restored since buying it 25 years ago. 

As a member of the Steamboat 
Association of Great Britain, he also 
puts in restoration work on full-size 
steam vessels, including one which is 
now in the care of the Maritime TVust. 

“And if I won the lottery,” he said, “I’d 
like to realise my ambition to build a 
1905 Dixon Kemp steam cutter.” 


• Model pastime - Arthur Baldwin works on a model launch. 


SURPRISE A FRIEND 
OR LOVED ONE 

For any 
occasion , send 

a CD Tel e gram in your voice 

A CD TELEGRAM IS A MESSAGE RECORDED IN YOUR OWN VOICE ON CD WITH BACKGROUND MUSIC 
YOU CAN RECORD A MESSAGE AS LONG OR AS SHORT AS YOU WISH 


CALL: 0700 900 9001 


MON-HH 10AM-8PM 
SAT/SUN 9AM-5PM 


THEY’D LOVE TO hear FROM YOU 

f an H Don’t write. Send a CD Tckgmm! 
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Options .. 


Helping Hands 


In brief 


MOUNTAIN bikers on HMS 
Northumberland clocked up 
over 1,000 miles each to raise 
cash for charity during her 
last deployment. 

The team of cyclists was led by 
CO Cdr Simon Charlier while the 
ship was part of the Standing 
Naval Force Mediterranean and 
the money will go to the 
Parkinson’s Disease Society. 

Not to be outdone by the 
cyclists, CPOMEM John Wyper 
rivalled their achievements and 
boosted the funds by clocking up 
1,000 miles on the ship’s rowing 
machine. 


SHIPS or establishments 
thinking of holding a bar¬ 
becue this summer could 
help to raise cash for chil¬ 
dren with cerebral palsy. 

The charity SCOPE wants 
volunteers to host events on 
their behalf between June 1 
and 7 to raise much-needed 
funds for research. For an 
information pack, call SCOPE 
free on 0500 575 222. 

□ □ □ 

IF ANY London marathon 
runners are still undecided 
about which charity to sup¬ 
port, ex-clearance diver Mike 
Marten has the answer! 

Mike broke his neck during a 
NATO exercise in 1987 and has a 

f eat deal of support from the 
ritish ex-Services Wheelchair 
Sports Association. 

He said: “If you are taking part 
in this year’s London Maratnon 
and are looking for a suitable 
charity to support, to reach a fine 
decision you need look no further 
than the BEWSA.” To contact 
Mike, or for further details of the 
BEWSA, telephone 01329 
314269. 


SUBMARINERS from HMS 
Vanguard raised £1,145 for 
disabled children by 
trekking 95 miles non-stop 
along the infamous West 
Highland Way. 

LMEM Chris Budski, LWEM 
Stuart Collins and AB Mark 
Drury, were supported by 
POMAPhil Klar and MEM 
Russ Pointon and completed 
the trek under 33 hours. 


CYCLIST IS HEADING FOR THE ARCTIC ^ 


OVER 450km of Norway’s Arctic Highway lie ahead of cyclist 
Laurie Dowell who is using the challenge to raise cash for the 
RNLI. 

The ex-CPO Diver who served in Fleet Diving Units One and Ttoo 
and was in charge of diving at RNAS Culdrose until 1996 is now a 
member of Forthcawi’s lifeboat crew, and wants Navy News readers to 
help him reach his fund raising target of £1,800. 

The RNLI receives no Government funding but last year alone , 


the Porthcawl station’s Atlantic Class lifeboat was called out 52 times 
and saved eight lives. Tb sponsor the eight-day ride deep inside the 
Arctic Circle, write to Laurie at 45 Park Avenue, Porthcawl, Mid 
Glamorgan CF3ER. 

Q Seventy-year-old ex-schoolie John Ingram is planning a 1,000 
mile cycle from Land’s End to John O’Groats to raise cash for a dis¬ 
abled friend. For more details, write to 13 Eastbourne Avenue, 
Upper Shirley, Southampton, or telephone 01703 775657. 


Marathon men put 
best feet forward 


ONLY a tiny fraction of the population can claim to 
have run a marathon, but Navy Diver Eddie Kerr 
must be the only one to have gone the distance 
without leaving work! 

Eddie was cheered on by colleagues at the Defence Diving 
School at Horsea Island while he pounded out the 26-mile 
test of endurance on the establishment’s treadmill to finish in 
four hours 40 minutes. 


He took on the challenge to 
raise cash for the Oncology 
Department at the Royal Haslar 
Hospital, Gosport, where his wife 
Ailsa was recently a patient, and 
collected more than 12,000 after 
his exhausting run. 

Haslar’s Senior Officer, 
Brigadier Guy Ratcliffe, visited 
Horsea Island to accept the money 
with Sqd Ldr Peter Gomes, the 
doctor who treated Mrs Kerr, and 
said that the money would be used 


for equipment which combats hair 
loss during chemotherapy. 

CPO Kerr (49) has been in the 
Navy for 29 years, but retires from 
the Service this month. 

□ HMS Dolphin’s Instructor 
Stewart Cox (33) is running in the 
London Marathon this month to 
raise cash for the Cancer Research 
Campaign. 

It is his fifth marathon and he is 
aiming to complete the race in a 
very fast time of 2 hours 45. 



Here at the Queen Alexandra 
Hospital Home, we have been 
providing exemplary nursing 
care (both residential and short¬ 
term) for those men of the 
Armed Forces who have 
become disabled. 

We keep costs as low as possi¬ 
ble and depend on donations 
and legacies to subsidise fees. 

So if you - or an ex-serviceman 
you may know - have become 
disabled, remember we are here 
especially for you. Talk infor¬ 
mally to our Chief Executive on 
01903 213458, or write to him 
at the address below, to learn 
more. 



'When only the best 

is good enough..' 

Queen Alexandra 
Hospital Home 

SERVING DISABLED EX-SERVICEMEN 

Room I I a Gifford House, FREEPOST BR7261 .Worthing, Sussex BN I I 4ZZ. Tel. 01903 213458 



Chorny No 208721 



• CPO Diver Eddie Kerr hands over the proceeds of his marathon 
to Brigadier Ratcliffe , the Senior Officer at Haslar. 

South Atlantic voyages 
pay dividends at home 

FUN AND GAMES during HMS Somerset’s South Atlantic 
deployment paid dividends for mentally and physically handi¬ 
capped children at the Bay Tree School in Weston-super-Mare. 

The school is one of HMS Somerset’s chosen charities and the ship’s 
company raised more than £1,500 for the children during their seven- 
month deployment. 


• Cdr Martin Westwood presents a cheque for £1,500 to Bay Tree 
School s Deputy Headmaster Andrew Knight. 


A sponsored row, a village fete, 
a barbecue, bingo evening, a con¬ 
cert by the ship’s band and even a 
penguin racing night all helped to 
raise the cash. 

On her return to Plymouth, a 
party from the school were invited 
to visit the ship and her CO, Cdr 
Martin Westwood, was delighted 
to be able to present the money to 
Deputy Headmaster Andrew 
Knight. 

Therapy 

Mr Knight accepted a cheque 
on behalf of the pupils and said 
that the money would be used for 
equipment for the school’s new 
water therapy pool. HMS 
Somerset has completed a mainte¬ 


nance period and is now in the 
Mediterranean. 

□ HMS NORFOLK brought 
smiles to Derriford Hospital 
when members of the ship’s 
company visited the children’s 
ward to donate £500. 

Part of the ward is named 
after the ship and the money is 
to be used to purchase a baby 
warmer for infants who require 
temperature control in a cot, 
rather than an incubator. 

The money was raised during 
the Norfolk’s spell in the South 
Atlantic, through events which 
included a crossing the line cer¬ 
emony, more penguin racing, a 
games night and a beard grow¬ 
ing competition. 




• ENTHUSIASTIC: Admiral 
Terry Loughran, Flag 
Officer Naval Aviation. 

FONA BACKS 
MACMILLAN 
CHAIlfNGE 


REAR ADMIRAL Terry 
Loughran has joined 
forces with Olympic 
sailor Ian Walker to 
encourage boat own¬ 
ers to raise cash for 
cancer relief. 

Flag Officer Naval 
Aviation is helping to find 
recruits for the Macmillan 
Sailing Challenge from 
May 9 to 17 which will put 
skippers' boating skills to 
the test and encourage 
them to come up with 
their own fund-raising 
ideas. 

Contribution 

Admiral Loughran said: 
“The Macmillan Sailing 
Challenge Is a tremen¬ 
dous way for people who 
love sailing to raise funds 
for charity. 

“Everyone knows 
someone who has had 
cancer. What better way 
to make a contribution 
than to take part? 
Perhaps we ll even carry 
off the trophy. My name's 
already down!’’ 

Anyone raising more 
than £100 will win a T- 
shirt and be entered in a 
draw for £500-worth of 
vouchers from Next 

For more details, ring 
Macmillan on 0171 887 
8270. 



• HMS Norfolk after sailing from Faslane. The ship has a long connection with Derriford Hospital 
where part of the children’s ward is named after her. The cheque was presented by LCH Chris Cliff 
(inset) who has done much to maintain the link between the snip and Norfolk Ward. 











































Tony’s golden 
horn’s a hit 

A SPIRITED bugle voluntary opened the Royal Hospital 
School’s Gala Concert at the Guildhall, Portsmouth - 
played by the Lord Mayor! 


FLIGHT 

CHECK 


RN Historic Flight display 
appearances next month 
- featuring either or both 
of Its Fairey Swordfish air¬ 
craft, mainstay of the 
Fleet Air Arm in World War 
II - are at llkley Carnival, 
Yorks (May 4); FA A 
Museum, Yeovilton for the 
launch of the MAC Ship 
Exhibition (May 7); 
Messier-Dowty Families’ 
Day, Gloucester (May 16); 
Channel Dash Memorial 
Service, RAF Manston, 
Kent (May 24), Southend 
Air Show (May 24), 
Southend (probable, to be 
confirmed, May 25); and 
Londonderry Air Show 
(May 26). 

Recruiter 
takes to 
the stage 

SPONSORED by the Director of 
Naval Recruiting, Stage One pre¬ 
sent the hit musical Me and My 
Girl at the Ferneham Hall, 
Fareham. Hants on 15-17 April at 
7.30p.m. Tickets at £5 from the 
box office on 01329 231942. 

The Youth Theatre Group of 
the Solent Theatre Company has 
45 members, aged eight to 18 and 
rehearses at Mayfield School, 
North End, Portsmouth on Friday 
evenings at 7p.m. 

Since 1980, Stage One has pro¬ 
duced over 30 shows including 
many for charity. 

Call Mike Hiscock on 01705 
756076 for further details. 


Cllr Tony Golds - himself an 
old boy of the Navy-styled 
school at Holbrook, Ipswich - 
had invited the Band and 
Choir to perform in aid of his 
Meridian Trust Appeal for of 
young people at risk. 

“That was a bit rough - but it 
was the first time I'd done that 
since 1946,” he confided to Navy 
News as he returned to his seat. 

“But I’m so pleased to be able 
to bring them here - and it won’t 
be the last time, 1 can tell you 
that.” 

His confidence was entirely jus¬ 
tified - for the standard of music 
at once took a quantum jump that 
continued throughout a pro¬ 
gramme that boldly mixed familiar 
pieces with others relatively 
obscure. 

Choral highlights were crys- 
taline renderings of Handel’s 
Hallelujah Chorus and Faure’s 
Cantique de Jean Racine , while the 
Band - assisted by a flawless corps 
of drums - delivered strongly with 
Eric Coates’ ever popular 
Dambusters theme and a selection 
from Les Miserabies. 

Star soloist was undoubtedly 
Colin Pywell, whose rendition of 
Greenwood’s tricky trombone 
piece The Acrobat was made with 
all the appropriate humorous 
touches. 

Two thirds of the school's pupils 
have RN connections while a third 
hail from the Portsmouth area. 
True to its seafaring tradition, 
Holbrook is the first school in 
England to boast its own Auxiliary 
Coastguard Unit. 

Brum club open day 

BIRMINGHAM Nautical Club 
will be holding an Open Day, with 
a barbecue and dance, on April 25. 

The club in Bishopsgate Street, 
founded in 1962, is headquarters 
to no fewer than 14 Naval associa¬ 
tion branches. All serving RN and 
RM personnel are granted auto¬ 
matic membership. Tel 0121 643 
9475. 
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HMS LEEDS Castle re¬ 
turned to Portsmouth 
last month - after three 
years in the South 
Atlantic. 

She lately took part in 
Exercise Purple Strike, when 
her ship's company was 
temporarily doubled as 50 
soldiers from the Duke of 
Wellington’s Regiment were 
embarked. 

When resupplying the gar¬ 
rison at South Georgia, a 
number of icebergs were 
detected during the passage 
- which was conducted in 
thick fog all the way. 

The Castle-class offshore 

P atrol vessel was relieved as 
aikland Islands Patrol 
Vessel by her sister ship 
HMS Dumbarton Castle on 
January 28 and made her 
way home via Salvador, 
Brazil and Tenerife. She is 
now off to Rosyth for main¬ 
tenance expected to last 
until July before rejoining 
the Fishery Protection 
Squadron. 

The only time the two 
Castles operate together is 
during their handover period 
- so the opportunity was 
seized for a photex, wit¬ 
nessed by Commodore 
Christopher Ellison, the 
Commodore Minor War 
Vessels and Fishery 
Protection. 


The Dumbarton Castle 
(left in pic) sailed from the 
UK on December 29, stop¬ 
ping off at Madeira and Rio 
de Janeiro en route, to start 
her own stint - likewise 
expected to be of three 


years’ duration, with ship’s 
company on six months 
rotation. 

She will be working close¬ 
ly alongside the Army and 
RAF on exercise and has 
already resupplied South 
Georgia. 

Securing alongside at 
Grytviken is a challenge in 
the harsh weather condi¬ 
tions of the deep South - but 
she achieved a Mediterra¬ 
nean mooring at King 
Edward Point, a first of the 
kind for the ship. 
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JACKS STORE 


Gifts with a Nautical Flavour - ideal for those with a love of sea & ships. Our range of Giftware is growing! so 
much so we can no longer fit everything onto one page, but our catalogue is FREE! Send for your copy now. 












£17.95 UK 

Surface mail abroad 
please add 50p 


Calling Navy News Subscribers !! 

Did you know that by quoting your unique subscriber 

number, you can take advantage of 10% OFF any of NAVY NEWS' 

OWN promotional items advertised throughout the paper 


T’Shlrts 8k 
Sweatshirts 

White traditional style with 
Ship & Flag logo on the front 

White Sweatshirts 
Smail/Med/Lge/XLge 

13.95uk 

Surface Mail Abroad please add 75p 


Children’s T Shirts 22”-32” 

£4.50uk 

Surface Mail Abroad please add 30p 

Adult Small/Med/Large 

£5.75 uk 

Surface Mail Abroad please add 35p 

X Large & XX Large 

£7.50 uk 

Surface Mail Abroad please odd 50p 


T-xf 


9- « 


Hip Flask 


Traditional 
stainless-steel 
6oz spirit flask 
features a captive 
top (means you 
can’t lose it). 
Because it’s stainless 
it’s very tough and 
will delight your 
descendants in years to 
come. Branded with the Royal Navy 
Crown. 


Chopsticks 


Two pairs of teak chopsticks 
with silver plated handles 
complete with a pair of heavy 
silver plated ‘rests’ and 
engraved with the Royal 
Navy Crown 
Presentation boxed. 


£18.99 UK (2 pairs) 

Surface mail abroad 
please add 75p 


£16.99 uk 

Surface mail abroad please add 75p 


J 


Nautical Anchor 
Corkscrew 


© CROWN COPYRIGHT/MOD 
Reproduced with die permission 
of the Controller of HMSO 


Navy News has added this unusual 
Anchor design Corkscrew to their 
giftware catalogue. Handmade 
from real English Pewter it 
bears the Royal Navy Crown 
and comes presentation boxed. 

£14.95 uk 

Surface mail abroad 
please add 50p 


r 

NB Items 



are not shown 


! 

actual size 
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Navy News 
Clock 


Five Panel 
Baseball Cap 

100% cotton with 
stiffened peak, back size- 
adjuster. Gold coloured 
Royal Navy Crown to the 
front, and Navy News 
logo to the back. 

Available in Black or 
Blue (please specify) 

£3.75 uk 

Surface mail abroad 
please add 50p 

Blazer Buttons 


This long awaited 
authentic clock styled 
in red, white & blue 
will compliment any 
room in your home. 
Size 14/. diameter 

£41.99 uk 

Surface mail abroad 
please add 50p 


Mini Razor Sot 


The Ideal Travel and Grooming 
accessory. This neat Nickel plated 
compact set, complete with 
integral mirror is beautifully 
engraved with the Royal Navy 
Crown... A must for those who 
like to travel light. 


£7.99 uk 

Surface mail abroad 
please add 75p 


Monocular Telescope 


Classic design, superb silver- 
plated finish combined with 
engineering efficiency. 
Branded centrally on top with 
Royal Navy Crown. 


Surface mail abroad 
please add 75p 


\ 

' V 


Full set of 7 men’s enamelled blazer 
buttons in translucent dark blue. Gold 
plated Royal Navy 
Crown and trim 
adds that 
personal 
touch. 

£25.95 

UK 

Surface mail abroad 
please add 70p 

Matching CufflLinks 




Silver plated and natural cork 
wine stopper for elegantly 
resealing the odd bottle 
of wine which 
remains unfinished 
after the first sitting. 

£9.99 uk 

Surface mail abroad 
please add 75p 


8x magnification weighing in at 
62grams & branded with the Royal 
Navy Crown. Made from 
Aluminium, with a focusable 
eyepiece....in every way a 
professional tool. Easily pocketable 
for any outdoor event, concert and 
theatre or even simply to watch the 
birds! Small nylon carrying case 
included. 

£31.99 UK 

Surface mail abroad please add 75p 

Bakkus Flask And Cigar 

Hand-made black ‘napa’ hide carrying-case \ Tubes 
holds two stainless-steel tubes. One is a ball- 
top spirit flask, the other tube will 
take up to a ‘corona’ size cigar. 

The tube is air and watertight. The 
case is embossed with the Royal 
Navy Crown. 

£32.99 uk 

Surface mail abroad 
please add 75p 


To order any item on this page write to the Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POl 3HH. TEL: 01705 826040 
FAX: 01705 830149. Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by 

Cheque/International Money Order in £ sterling and drawn on UK bank 
or for payment by Credit Card/ Switch/Solo, UK & Abroad, please use coupon on page 4 


V 


PLEASE ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY. ALL UK PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE & PACKAGING UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED 
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pid response from HMS Roebuck 


SURVEY ship HMS Roebuck joined 
vessels from France, Spain, the USA 
and Germany for a NATO exercise near 
Cape Trafalgar last month. 

The exercise took place off Sierra del 
Retin and involved the force making a rapid 
environmental assessment of the beaches 
to determine their suitablillty for an 
amphibious assault. 


The ship’s survey motor boat was used 
to assess the approaches to the beach in 
water as shallow as 2.5m in a considerable 
surf and swell. 

Ashore, another team were busy measur¬ 
ing the steepness of the gradients, compo¬ 
sition of the sand, shale and rock and the 
suitability of the beach exits for infantry 
and vehicles. 


Roebuck, meanwhile, used her echo 
sounders and towed array sonar to 
ensure the seabed was clear of obsta¬ 
cles for landing craft and scooped up 
some of the sea bed for examination. 

The ship then sailed for Cadiz to 
take part in the second phase of exer¬ 
cise Strong Resolve. 

Report and picture: LA(PHOT) Andy White 




A 


f * 


• Troops and equipment depart for "Blue Beach" at Quiberon 
Bay, France, in an LCU from HMS Fearless at the start of Exercise 
Strong Resolve. Picture: LA(PHOT) Andy Pratt. 

Strong Resolve 
in full swing 

AS NAVY NEWS went to press the amphibious task group 
was reaching the climax of Strong Resolve, the largest 
NATO exercise ever held with 25 nations taking part. 

After steaming from Norway, Fearless and the RFAs were 
joined by the French landing snip FS Foudre for assaults on the 
coast of Britanny and the shores of Southern Spain. 

When the exercise finishes, the group will have completed 
almost a month of hard work with full loads of marines, aircraft, 
vehicles and equipment embarked, and a dozen other British 
frigates and minesweepers have been taking part. For a full 
report, see next month’s Navy News. 


"Hello Dad r I'm bringing a few mates over..." 


SHIPS PORTHOLE CLOCKS 
IN HEAVY CAST BRASS 

Every dock and barometer is set in a heavy brass casing that has 
been cast in solid brass and painstakingly machined and polished 
to a beautiful finish. All products come with 5mm thick bevelled 
glass. We can engrave ships name on dial, cost £5. 

6in Porthote clock £71 Mounted on a mahogany plinth £81 

6in DU Porthole barometer £73 Mounted on a mahogany plinth £83 

5in Dial Porthole dock £84 Mounted on a mahogany plinth £74 

Sin DU Porthole barometer £66 Mounted on a mahogmvy plinth £78 

3’/iin DU Porthole clock £51 Mounted on a mahogany plinth £57 

3'Am DU Porthole barometer £53 Mounted on a mahogany plinth £59 
T/An DU dock and barometer on mahogany pfinth £112 
5in DU dock and barometer on mahogany plinth £138 

Postage and packing, add £5 (UK) and £20 (overseas) If 
Royal Mariner, Dept NN, B. Cooke & Son Lid., Kingston Ob^rvstory, 
58/50 Market Place, Hull HU1 1RH 

elephone 01402 223454/224412, Fax 01482 210793 


FORCES HOLIDAYS 

*FREE 1998 BROCHURE OUT NOW * 




ABTA 


Generous DISCOUNTS on Package 
Holidays & Flights Worldwide. 

SELF-DRIVE holidays & SHORT 
BREAKS incl. DISNEYLAND PARIS. 


1 / RN PRICES on FERRY 
ROSSINGS & Le Shuttle. 

(ALSO FOR SERVICE LEAVERS , RN RESERVES & FAMILIES). 


34-36 Verulam Rd, St AJbans, Herts. AL3 4DE, England. 
Tel: 01727 865112 


ROYAL MARINES Capt 
Richard Thurstan had no 
trouble locating a suitable 
spot for HMS Fearless to 
practice beach landings dur¬ 
ing her latest round of 
operational sea training. 

His father owns a caravan 
park at Pentewan Sands near 
Mevagissey and was only too 
pleased to hear that his son, the 
Commanding Officer of 4 
Assault Squadron RM, would 
be dropping by with some of his 
colleagues from work! 

• Left: B Company, 40 
Commando, storms ashore 
from an LCVP on Pentewan 
Sands. Picture: LA(PHOT) Andy Pratt. 


• Sir Galahad loads 45 Cdo Snowcats at the Norwegian port of 
Mo-i-rana close to the Arctic Circle. Picture: la(phot) Cratg Leask 


• Marines wait in Argus's hangar while 845’s Sea Kings are 
made ready for a night assault . Picture: LA(PHOT) Craig Leask 


Chilling experience for 
amphibious task group 


DRIVING rain, snow and 
gale-force winds ensured 
that Exercise Cold Winter 
fully lived up to its name. 

The exercise, along with 
Green Wader, was the most 
demanding test of the Navy’s 
ability to launch amphibious 
assaults in the Arctic for many 
years. 

Together, they gave British 
and Dutch Royal Marines the 
chance to hone their Arctic sur¬ 
vival and mountain skills and 
gave HMS Fearless her first 
chance to return to the frozen 
fjords of Norway for three 
years. 

After the group s amphibious 
assaults on the steamy jungles 
of Asia during last year’s 
Exercise Ocean Wave, the con¬ 
trast could not have been 
greater. 

Arctic Circle 

The exercises took the group 
well inside the Arctic Circle to 
Litlsjonfjord near the small 
town of Nesna. 

Along with RFAs Argus, Sir 
Galahad, Percivale, Tristram, 
Geraint and HMAV Arakan, 
Fearless and her group used 
landing craft, Sea King and 
Gazelle helicopters to help put 
more than 900 members of the 
combined UK and Netherlands 
Company ashore. 

Although there were a few 
hours of still weather and crisp, 


• Alcove: Assault ship HMS 
Fearless in Litlsjonfjord. 

Picture: LA(PHOT) Andy Pratt 

cold air which revealed majes¬ 
tic scenery, most of the exer¬ 
cises took place during stormy 
weather which put both men 
and machines severely to the 
test. 

The exercises went ahead 
despite the fact that conditions 
were too bad to beach the 
LSLs, with landing craft and 
Sea Kings from 845 Squadron 
in RFA Argus being used exten¬ 
sively to ferry men of 42 and 45 
Commando and their Dutch 
counterparts ashore. 
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Pen friends 


Would you like a 
Naval Penfriend? 

A ten word advertisement 
in this column costs from as 
little as £10. 

WRITE MESSAGE HERE (MAX IQ WPS) 


HOW TO ADVERTISE: Simply write your message (10 Words), enclose 
cheque/PO for £9 and send to: ‘Penfriends\ Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POI 3HH. Replies to your box number will be forwarded on 
daily. (Payment by credit card/switch please use coupon on page 4 ) 
HOW TO REPLY: Any person who writes to an advertiser must use a 
stamped envelope bearing the advertisers box number ciearty in the 
bottom left hand comer. The letter should then be enclosed In a 
second envelope and addressed as above. We cannot guarantee that 
unstamped letters will be redirected. 

IName:. 

Address. 


Tel: 


EX S/M CPO would like to hear 
from female lady 55-65 Manchester 
area BOX APR 1 

LADY - INDEPENDENT, single, 
graduate, mid-fifties, semi-retired - 
invites correspondence BOX APR 2 
LESLEY, CUDDLY, bubbly, 
sincere, and caring, seeks, any rating 
Marines/Navy. BOX APR 3 
NAVAL WIDOW 47 seeks genuine 
officer serving/retired for 
friendship/relationship BOX APR 4 
PETITE NURSE, blonde enjoys 
sharing ink! GSOH seeking fun GI!! 
30-40 BOX APR 5 
SINGLE FEMALE 22 seeks 
genuine male penfriend any age! 
BOX APR 6 

TWO SPANKING gorgeous pot 
noodle girls seek classy luscious 
lads!!! BOX APR 7 
KIM, 39 GSOH enjoys life, seeks 
penfriends BOX APR 8 
ACTIVE 43 year old divorced mum 
seeks genuine male for 
conespoiKlence/friendship BOX APR 9 
DIVORCED MOTHER, 29 
seeks pen-pal GSOH of similar age 
BOX APR 10 

INTELLIGENT SAILOR late 30 s 
GSOH seeks lady for fun + 
friendship BOX APR U 
MOTHER, 31, blonde seeks 
Navy/Marine for friendship maybe 
more BOX APR 12 
LONELY MOTHER of 2, 27 seeks 
male 28-35 friendship /relationship 
photo if poss BOX APR 13 
BLONDE, TALL, slim, vivacious 
40, ex - forces wife seeks genuine 
penfriend/relationship BOX APR 14 
INTELLIGENT BLOND widowed 


LONDON BASED Female, 20 s 
seeking witty, intelligent, 
correspondence - All replied BOX 
APR 25 

ATTRACTIVE BLONDE green 
eyes 36, seeks tall sailor /marine 
friendship correspondence BOX 

APR 26 

ATTRACTIVE FEMALE 35 seeks 
sailor/officer penfriend from H.M.S 
Ocean BOX APR 27 
SWEDISH AMERICAN blonde 
seeks Handsome Marines/sailors for 
penfriends. BOX APR 29 
SINGLE MUM (27) enjoys weight- 
training seeks friendship/ 
correspondence with similar male 
BOX APR 30 

SINGLE FEMALE seeks 
correspondence with sailor/ marine 
for friendship, possible romance 

BOX APR 31 

SENSITIVE SAILOR 33yrs 
GSOH seeks intelligent lady for 
friendship/romance BOX APR 32 
FEMALE 31, GSOH seeks genuine 
male for friendship/ penpal 

(Portsmouth) BOX APR 33 
36 TALL, slim, outgoing, fatal 
attractive female seeks penfriends 
BOX APR 34 

LEGGY, INTELLIGENT, Aupair, 
Portsmouth, seeks tall male 30+. 
Photo please BOX APR 35 
BLONDE SLIM sports teacher, 
ultra fit, music, reading, penfriends 
30+ BOX APR 36 
SLIM, INTELLIGENT, brunette, 
36, likes Red-Dwarf, music, cinema 
Sci-Fi BOX APR 37 
LADY 35 smart, pretty, will a Navy 
gentleman write soon? BOX APR 38 


mum 27/5’9” GSOH varied interests 
seeks similar BOX APR 15 
FUN LOVING blue eyed brunette 
seeks some TLC photo appreciated 

BOX APR 16 

SINGLE REDHEAD 22 seeks 
male penfriend aged between 23-29 

BOX APR 17 

REQUIRED GENUINE single 30 
something penpals international Liverpool 
Miss N.T.W .AL.A BOX APR 18 
HI YOUNG 40\s lady wants 
penpals M/F 35+ any nationality 
BOX APR 19 

AGED 30 GSOH brown hair dark 
eyes likes music, reading, writing 

BOX APR 20 

LYNSEY 20 loves pubs/clubs 
GSOH seeks penpal 20-27 BOX 

APR 21 

FEMALE 32 seeks male who 
enjoys reading, swimming, working 

BOX APR 22 

DIVORCED EX WREN Dorset 
will write, wait, for loving man 40- 
50ish BOX APR 23 
ADEL, 25, 5ft 9in. seeks attractive 
marine/sailor (24-34) GSOH BOX 
APR 24 


PERSONAL 


STUDIO 2 

Sauna — Aroma massage — Jacuzzi. 


NEW PRIVATE MEMBERS BAR OPEN. 

Mon-Sat lOam-midnight._ 

Sun Ham-midnight. Iw — I 
FRIENDLY STAFF 


CalKa) 198B Kcyham Rd Plymouth 
(opposite St Levans Gate) 
01752 559955 

Visiting service tel: 0831 526664. 


PENPAL MAG for adults, choose 
yourself a new penfriend from over 
500 photos. APPROVAL copy from 
MATCHMAKER, (A 10) Chorley 
PR7 4BS, or ring 01257 480155 
(24hours). 

35 YR OLD FEMALE, sports teacher. 
Blonde, slim. Green eyes, attractive, 
ultra fit. Likes music, reading, writing, 
all sports, outdoor pursuits. WLTM 
TALL FIT MALE. Write enclosing 
contact details. Box 9647 


WANTED & 
FOR SALE 


WANTED Royal Yacht Britannia 
items e.g. maps, menus etc. 01344 
872254 




Get wise on DCIs 


' Vanguard goes for Gold Crew " 


TWO of the Navy’s Trident sub¬ 
marines will be switching manning 
schemes on May 5. 


The move, which involves three crews, 
will see HMS Vigilant assume the ‘B 
Role’ - the familiar system of Port and 
Starboard crews. 

Vigilant has been manned by the sin¬ 
gle enhanced Gold Crew since build, 
^including her trials. 


HMS Vanguard will take on the 'G 
Role’, otherwise known as the Gold 
Crew. 

The process is as follows: 

■ Vigilant (Port) will be formed from 
Vigilant (Gold) 

■ Vigilant (Starboard) will be formed 
from Vanguard (Port) 

■ Vanguard (Gold) will be formed from 
Vanguard (Starboard), enhanced by men 
from Vigilant (Gold). 


Vanguard is due for a period of main¬ 
tenance, but before that she will make a 
little bit of history by running as an oper¬ 
ational boat with a single crew. 

All queries should be addressed to Lt 
Cdr V.W. Dobbin (DWEO HMS 
Vengeance) who is FOSM’s Role 
Transition Staff Officer, at Barrow-in- 
Fumess ext 6180. 

DCI GEN 31/98 


MOD protects 
national assets 


ALL MANAGERS and com¬ 
manders of Defence estate 
have been reminded of their 
responsibility to the country¬ 
side and the nation’s heritage. 

Although primarily for Defence 
purposes, the MOD recognises 
that a significant proportion of its 
holdings are sensitive in terms of 
nature conservation, geology or 
archaeology. 

The Defence Estate currently 
includes 250 Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest, 60 Special 
Areas of Conservation and 22 
Special Protection Areas for Birds. 

There are 2,300 ancient monu¬ 
ments in one training area alone. 

Any changes in current practice, 
or increase in activity, must be 
done in consultation with the rele¬ 
vant authorities. 

Ancient monuments must be 
avoided completely, except in 
some cases where access has been 
formally agreed. 

Those using defence land must 
be briefed on the sensitivity of a 
site; if a protected species is dam¬ 
aged, for example, ignorance will 


be no excuse, and the users may be 
personally liable to prosecution. 

The existing system is said to 
work “remarkably well”, given the 
size of the estate and its many uses. 

But incidents of damage still 
occur, which could be avoided if 
correct procedures were followed. 

“The MOD occupies the finest 
estate for natural nistory in any 
one ownership in the country and 


owns many magnificent archaeo¬ 
logical sites. 

“It is the responsibility of every¬ 
one to ensure that the MOD 
abides by the relevant legislation 
and that the natural beauty and 
cultural resources of this land 
which we all hold in trust is main¬ 
tained for future generations to 
enjoy.” 

DCI GEN 38/98 


Viruses 
no match 
for healthy 
attitude 


THE NAVY makes wide¬ 
spread use of Information 
Technology - but with it has 
come the curse of the virus. 

A computer virus is normally 
part of a program that has been 
written to copy itself on to other 
files and disks, infecting a 
machine, hiding, then spreading 
the infection to other machines 
through shared disks or a network. 

During the past five years, since 
record-keeping began, the Navy, 
along with other large organisa¬ 
tions, has suffered virus attacks. 

There are countermeasures 
which will detect and destroy a 
virus, but by far the most success¬ 
ful countermeasure is protection. 

An education programme has 
started, one element of which is 
the production of a guide: Koval 
Navy - A Guide to C ombating 
Computer Virus Attacks. 

The guide will be distributed to 
all ships, establishments and units 
in sufficient quantities to issue 
every member of the RN comput¬ 
er community with their own copy. 

The target date for delivery of 
this booklet is the first week of 
April, and if further copies arc 
needed they can be obtained from 
CSE3 at Llangennech, using an 
MOD Form 99. 



All set for 
the top 

A JOINT Services expedi¬ 
tion to the third highest 
mountain in the world in 
spring 2000 is looking for 
members to join both senior 
and junior teams. 

The main team of the 
Kangchenjunga expedition, 
led by Lt Cdr Steve 
Jackson, will tackle the 
8,568m Himalayan peak, 
while the juniors will make 
an arduous trek and climb a 
6,000m peak in the spring of 
2000. 

Main team members must 
contribute £1,500 for their 
ten-week expedition, and 
juniors £750 for six weeks. 

DCI JS 25/98 


Symposium 
studies survival 

FLAG Officer Naval Aviation is to 
host delegates from 17 countries at 
an International Survival Sym¬ 
posium in June at the RN air sta¬ 
tion Yeovilton. 

Open to officers and SNCOs of 
all three services, civil servants and 
members of defence industries, 
the symposium will cover the sub¬ 
jects of medical and psychological 
aspects of survival. 

DCI GEN 14/97 


This regular feature 
gives general informa¬ 
tion about new Defence 
Council Instructions 
affecting conditions of 
service. If they apply to 
you, study the full, origi¬ 
nal text. 


Find the Joker 


FIND THE JOKER in Navy News for three editions - and you 
have a chance to win a super new camcorder - a Sharp ViewCam 
8mm VLE66H. The runner-up will win £250, while 25 successful 
competitors will each get a £10 consolation prize. 

All you have to do this month is spot the joker in one of the follow¬ 
ing three statements by Jack on naval matters. Two are true. One 
is wildly inaccurate. Just mark the box next to the untrue state¬ 
ment. 


Which of these three statements is NOT true: 

□ The word ’starboard’ is derived from ‘steerboard’ - histori¬ 
cally the side where the ship’s rudder oar was positioned. 

□ A ’tot’ of rum was originally the measure of alcohol 
believed to be sufficient to make a small child drunk, but not 
enough to fuddle the senses of an adult sailor. 

□ HM Ships Erebus and Terror were abandoned 150 years 
ago this month in the search for a North West Passage. 


If you can fill in this coupon as well as last month’s and that in the next 
edition, you have a chance of winning the camcorder. The name of 
the winner, the runner-up and the consolation prizewinners will be 
selected at random from those who gave correct answers in all 
three editions.When you have completed all three original entry 
forms, send them together in one envelope to: 

Find the Joker, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants, POI 3HH 
They should arrive at Navy News no later than June 15, 1998. Entries with all three correct answers 
will be entered in a prize draw conducted at Navy News offices. Winners will be announced in the 
July edition of Navy News. The first name drawn will receive a camcorder. There will be one runner 
up prize of £250, and a further 25 consolation prizes of £10. Back copies available on 01705 826040 
The judges’ decision will be final, and there is no cash alternative to the camcorder prize. No corre¬ 
spondence will be entered into. Navy News employees and their relatives may not enter. 



NAME 


ADDRESS 


TELEPHONE. 
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• Digging deep - members of the Services expedition 
to Elephant Island in 1970-71 examine the wreckage 
of a “substantial sailing vessel" near Skua Camp . 


MJlnset) HMS Endurance's Charge Hydrographer; Lt 
Car Banjo West, and LSA Dougie Coutts study the 
site 27 years later. 


Not proven - 
but possible 


SIR ERNEST Shackleton’s 
1914-16 expedition intended 
to cross Antarctica via the 
South Pole, conquered by 
Amundsen in 1911. 

But the ship he chose, 
ostensibly one of the 
strongest ships ever built for 
ice, and designed for “polar 
safaris”, proved fallible. 

Endurance’s shape meant 
she became locked into the 
ice in January 1915 - and 
after withstanding enormous 
forces, the final squeeze on 
October 27 caused the ship 
to buckle and burst, sinking 
her on November 21. 

The expedition eventually 
took to open boats in the 
Southern Ocean, a journey 
of astonishing difficulty 
which resulted in all 28 men 
surviving. 

Endurance’s demise led 
Bob Headland, archivist at 


the Scott Polar Research 
Institute in Cambridge, to 
sound a note of caution over 
the wreckage. 

“I’d say definitely not 
proven - but very worth 
investigating,” he said. 

“The weight of boilers and 
an old steam engine should 
have taken the vast majority 
of Endurance to the bottom. 

“There are other potential 
candidates - though the 
amount of wreckage is 
impressive, one of the most 
impressive I have seen. 

“To find out what it is 
would be a well worthwhile 
thing. 

“I need to be convinced - 
but I am not altogether 
against the idea.” 

■ A new Shackleton Mem¬ 
orial Library in the Institute 
is due to be opened in 
November this year. 


Is this Shackleton's ship? 


T HE LEADER of a Services expedition to 
the Antarctic 27 years ago has spoken of 
his belief that the team found the wreck¬ 
age of Shackleton’s doomed ship Endurance. 

And the Royal Navy’s ice patrol vessel HMS 
Endurance, passing through the area, is playing a part 
by investigating the claims. 

Cdr Malcolm Burley RN (retd) led an 
expedition in 1970-71 to Elephant 
Island, which Sir Ernest Shackleton’s 
expedition used as a staging post in their 
epic struggles to reach safety in 1916. 

In his report at the time, Cdr Burley 
wrote: “The beach in the cove immediate¬ 
ly below Skua Camp was strewn with a 
mass of wreckage from what was obvious¬ 
ly a very large sailing ship. 

“Huge blanched masts, spars, fragments of decking 
and oak timbers lay half buried in the sand where they 
had been washed ashore. 

“Excavations were carried out which revealed that 
much more of the ship lay buried beneath the sand. 

“Parts of the interior such as cupboards were 
unearthed but the nearest clue to identifying the name 
of the ship was a fragment of a board on which was 
pinioned a corroded brass star which might have been 
part of the name plaque.” 

Cdr Burley’s party spent some time trying to dig out 
more wreckage in the nope of finding more clues, but 


most of the timbers were buried too deep in the sand, 
and the expedition had other objectives to achieve. 

So the area was extensively photographed, small 
pieces of wreckage gathered, ana the site abandoned. 

He had a hunch that the wreckage might have been 
that of the Endurance, but in the absence of any firm 
evidence he was reluctant to say anything. 

But a series of minor coincidences 
more than a quarter of a century after 
the expedition have prompted Cdr 
Burley to make his claim. 

“Having observed numerous old 
derelict sealers and whaling ships which 
litter the Falklands and South Georgia, 
it seemed fairly evident that this wreck¬ 
age was from a much more substantial 
sailing vessel,” said Cdr Burley. 

He wrote to a number of authorities for information 
on ships lost in the region, but no one could help - 
whalers were secretive about their hunting grounds so 
the location of a missing vessel was rarely known. 

But at the end of February Cdr Burley received a 
request from the Curators of the South Georgia 
Whaling Museum for mementoes from an earlier 
expedition to South Georgia, just as his wife was urg¬ 
ing him to do something about his “expedition junk, 
including the box of bits of wreckage.” 

Finally, he received a copy of the Antarctic Survey 
Bulletin containing an article by Bob Headland on 
Wrecks, Hulks etc of South Georgia. 


“Huge blanched 
masts, spars, frag¬ 
ments of decking 
and oak timbers lay 
half buried in the 
sand...” 


Hulk ‘carried by ice’ 



• Endurance heels under pressure from the ice in 1915. This is 
one of many images of the Shackleton expedition held by 
Philippa Hogg, picture library manager at the Scott Polar 
Research Institute, telephone 01223 336547. 


C dr Burley is convinced 
the wreckage found is 
Endurance. 

“It is my belief that when she 
subsided below the ice, being 
made of wood, she floated as a 
waterlogged hulk just underneath 
the ice but still basically intact,” 
he said. 

“As Shackleton in his camp 
was carried steadily north by the 
movement of the ice so 
Endurance, unbeknown to those 
above, was also carried north¬ 
wards. 

“In April, Shackleton sighted 
the mountains of Elephant Island, 
and at this time the ice started to 
break up, compelling the expedi¬ 
tion to take to their boats and 
make their way to Cape Valentine. 

“Round about this time, 
Endurance would have been 
released from her icy prison to 
continue her slow northwards jour¬ 
ney towards Elephant Island, car¬ 
ried by the current. 

“Had she been floating, she 
might have been blown on to the 
south coast of Elephant Island, but, 
being submerged, she remained in 
the control of the current. 

“Just off Skua Camp, there is 
an extensive and treacherous 
stretch of rocks, the Cruiser 
Rocks, and in her submerged 
state, Endurance would undoubt¬ 
edly have grounded on these, 
been broken up by the pounding 
and most of the wreckage washed 
on to the adjacent cove.” 


“I had the strongest feeling that ‘someone’ wanted to 
make the existence of this wreck known, and that after 
a quarter of a century’s procrastination, if nothing was 
done now, no one woula ever know of it,” he said 
Lt David Bishop, public relations officer for HMS 
Endurance, said tne ship received a letter from Cdr 
Burley the day before sne sailed from the Falklands, 
and her Commanding Officer, Capt Tim Barton, was 
keen to examine the wreckage as the ship passed 
Elephant Island. 

“A small team led by Lt Cdr West was flown ashore 


and they quickly relocated the wreckage,” he said. 

“We couldn’t determine whether it was or was not 
the Endurance, but we did a detailed photographic 
survey of anything that could have been of interest. 

“When the ship arrives back in the UK in May, the 
survey, along with a large metal fitting, will be taken to 
the Scott Polar Research Institute to see if experts can 
unravel the mystery. 

“In the meantime the idea of Shackleton’s 
Endurance being found nearly a century later by her 
namesake remains a tantalising prospect.” 




























































• ABOVE: The Commando 
Challenge teem arrives at 


wUm/a 




• Remembrance: Cdr Russell 
Harding delivers family wreaths 
to the HMS Coventry Memorial on 
Pebble island. Pk*jro: u Ows Yexano 


During the deployment, the 
ship's company encountered 
an amazing variety of wildlife 
in the Falkfands and outlying 


WELCOME 

ASHORE! 

The RoyaJ Alfred was established in 1865 to 
alleviate distress among seafarers, both serving and 
retired, and their widows. 

Today, the Society provides full nursing care, as 
well as residential and sheltered accommodation, at 
establishments in rural Surrey and in Eastbourne. 
Convalescent and respite care is also available. 

For further information, including the availablity of 
accommodation, please contact the General 
Secretary. 


Royal Alfred 

SEAFARERS’ SOCIETY *, ,m. 

Weston Acres, Room 30, Woodmansterne Lane, Banstead, Surrey SM7 3HB 
lei: 01737 352231. Reg. Charity 209776. 

We rely heavily upon donations and legacies to 
achieve our charitable objects. Please help us 
now with your gift, and remember the Society 
in your WilL 
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Options 


IF IT’S true what the 
say about variety, HM 
Brave’s deployment to 
the South Atlantic must 
be one of the spiciest on 
record. 

The ship gets back to Britain 
on April 8 alter a voyage which 
has taken her from the remote 
and rugged Falkland Islands to 
the frantic metropolis of Rio de 
Janeiro during the world’s 
most famous carnival. 

Her crew has had the 
chance to soak up the sun on 
the scorching beaches of 
Montevideo, spot icebergs on 
the way down to South 
Georgia and explore aban¬ 
doned whaling stations while 
dodging 3£-tonne elephant 
seals. 

Brave left Plymouth in 
September and reached the 
Falkfands to relieve HMS 
Somerset on October 3, and 
spent four months patrolling 
with HMS Leeds Castle, 
Dumbarton Castle and RFA 
Grey Rover. 

South Georgia 

As well the regular routine 
of four-day patrols around the 
Falklands and outlying 
islands, she made two trips to 
resupply the garrison at South 
Georgia, undertook Exocet 
missile firings and conducted 
a host of joint operations with 
the Army and the RAF, 

Brave embarked soldiers 
from the Duke of Wellington's 
Regiment and their relief. The 
Princess of Wales Royal 
Regiment, landing them on 
‘enemy' beaches. 

Exercise Purple Strike saw 
the ' ship transporting four 
105mm light guns and 120 
troops to various parts of the 
islands and air defence exer¬ 
cises with RAF Tornado F3s, 


i A heavy fait of snow in South Georgia. Picture ujofm Harrington 


backed up by a VOID tanker 
and Cl 30 Hercules, were held 
on a regular basis. 

On Remembrance Sunday, 
many of the ship's company 
attended Christchurch 

Cathedral, Stanley, and Brave 
provided the guard for the ser¬ 
vice at the town's War 
Memorial. 

Brave held her own remem¬ 
brance service over the sea 
grave of HMS Coventry and 
her Commanding Officer, Cdr 
Russell Harding, also deliv¬ 
ered family wreaths to the 


• TOP: one of several icebergs encountered on route to South Georgia. 
MIDDLE: HMS Brave embarks Gurkhas from the Princess of Wales Royal 
Regiment ABOVE: An Exocet missile is captured on film during one of two 

live firings, Pk&jresr U (kt Duncan Fogg and PQ Pony Moors 


Coventry Memorial on Pebble 
Island, the Sheffield Memorial 
on Sea Lion Island and the 
Type 21 Memorial at Csmpito, 
San Carlos. 

A team from the ship went 
on to take part in the annual 
Commando Challenge, an 87- 
mile yomp to Stanley which 
retraces the route taken by 42 
Cdo during the war, to raise 
cash for the ’82 Trust. 

S/Lts Gilbert, S/Lt Varty, Mid 
Hudson, CPO Scott, CPO 
Gorman, PO Filed, PO 
Qverdore and DM Herriot had 
to cover 20 miles a day with 
rifle shooting and section 
attacks on the way. 

Two had to drop out through 
injury, but the remainder 
marched into Stanley with the 
White Ensign flying after an 
exhausting Tour days. 

Montevideo 


islands, including huge ele¬ 
phant seals, fur seals, pen¬ 
guins, birds of prey, sea lions, 
dolphins and killer whales. 

Brave's mid-deployment 
stand-off in Montevideo, 
Uruguay, gave some of the 
ship's company time to enjoy 
a beach holiday in December 
while others crossed the bor¬ 
der into Argentina to visit the 
capital, Buenos Aires. 

Christmas and New Year 
was spent in Mare Harbour in 
the Falklands with a few sea 
days in between. New Year s 
Day proved to be gloriously 
sunny and and several 
braved 1 the cold seas to go 
for a swim, followed by a pic¬ 
nic on the beach. 

Others went In for the 
Stanley Raft Race, coming 
second overall, and on the fol¬ 
lowing day the ship staged her 
own pantomime, Jack and the 
Five Green Beans. 

Punta Arenas 

January took HMS Brave to 
the most southerly city in the 
world, Punta Arenas in Chile. 

The visit coincided with the 
middle of Chile’s summer hol¬ 
idays and proved to be low 
key affair, but news that the 
ship’s visit to Brazil was to 
coincide with the world's most 
famous carnival was a great 
compensation I 
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Dominic Blake reports on a voyage 
which shows there’s far more to a 

South Atlantic deployment than 
the Falkland Islands 





WETHERBY RACES 


RNA Race Evening Wed 6 May 1998 
^ 1st Race 6.05 pm 


Attractions include: RM Drums/Bugles 
Harrogate Sea Cadet Band 
RN Display Trailers RNA Bar Tent 


Concessionary Rates for Parties ot 10 or more 
. Contact G Orange ^ 

Tel: 01937 582035 


Type 22s 
reunited 


HMS BRAVE was reunit¬ 
ed with the former HMS 
Broadsword in a two-day 
exercise on route to Brazil. 

Broadsword* now RNS 
Grcenhalgh, is one of four 
Batch 1 Type 22s now in service 
with the Brazilian navy, along 
with HMS Brilliant, Battleaxe 
and Brazen. 

After exchanging more 
than a dozen personnel* the 
ships conducted air defence 
exercises* a major surface 
engagement and ASW exer¬ 
cises with a Brazilian subma¬ 
rine* 

Maintenance serials* dam¬ 
age control and Seawolf 
tracking were of particular 
interest to the Brazilians 
while Brave found the subma¬ 
rine contact time invaluable/ 

British Defence Attache 
Captain Roger Turner told 
Navy News: “This exercise 
demonstrates how dose the 
links are between our two 
navies, 

Tt is the first exercise 
between a deployed Type 22 
and the newly acquired Type 
22s in Brazil, but I sincerely 
hope it will not be the last." 

□ HMS lichen will become 
the 4th River Class 
Minesweeper to be handed over 
Brazil at a ceremony in 
Portsmouth on April 8. 

Jtchen will be followed by 
HM ships Spey and Blackwater 
in July and HMS Amn in 
September, The vessels already 
in Brazil are now buoy tenders* 
hut the latest batch arc likely to 
be used for patrolling the 
Amazon or protecting oil rigs. 


Carnival time 


Brazilian link dates back to heroic 


B RITAIN has had a pro¬ 
found influence on the 
development of the 
Brazilian navy and links that 
go hack 175 years continue to 
this day. 

The first Admiral of the 
Brazilian Imperial Navy was a 
Royal Naval officer who is still 
regarded as a hero in South 
America. 

Admiral Thomas, Lord 
t ochrarre* founded the Brazilian 
Fleet after a spectacular campaign 
against the Spanish in Chile and 
Peru, 

His exploits in the Napoleonic 
Wars had already earned him the 
nickname 'Sea Wolf from the 
French, and such was the terror he 
inspired in Spanish and 
Portuguese seamen that he was 
known simply as "HI Diablo' - the 
Devil - in the New World, 

On July 2, 1823, Cochrane's 
flagship Pedro Primiero led the 
five-strong Brazilian squadron into 
battle with a Portuguese flotilla of 
13 men of war and seventy mer¬ 
chant and troop carrying vessels* 


• Admiral Thomas, Lord 
Cochrane, founder of the 
imperial Brazilian Wavy, 

The attack developed into a 
running fight, and ihen a rout, 
with Cochrane hoarding ship 
after ship* cutting down main and 
mizzen masts, stoving in water 
casks and leaving his captives just 
enough sail to reach shore. 

With the Pedro Primiero 
attacking and the others mar¬ 
shalling the captured ships. 


F ortune certainly 

favoured the Brave 
when it came to the tim¬ 
ing of her visit to Rio de 
Janeiro. 

Her four-day stay coincided 
wilh the city's world famous car¬ 
nival, and for many, their time in 
Brazil was the highlight of the 
deployment 

The city’s Samba schools 
spend ail year preparing the fab¬ 
ulous costumes and floats and 
more than 20,000 take part. 
Sailors from HMS Brave min¬ 
gled with the tens of thousands 
who turned out to watch the pro¬ 
cessions form up on Rio’s 
streets on the first night of the 
carnival. 

And more were among the 
85,000 people who packed into 
the purpose-built 

Sambodromo 1 for the all-night 
spectacle. 

Sugarloaf 

In the daytime the visitors 
enjoyed cable-car rides up 
Sugarloaf Mountain, ascended 
Corcovado to see the giant stat¬ 
ue of Christ which dominates 
the city and relaxed on the 
famous beaches of Copacabana 
and Ipanema. 

Excursions gave many the 
chance to explore the stunning, 
mountainous countryside 
around Rio and about 20 of the 
ship's company were invited on 
a day-long cruise on the 
schooner Dona Panels/ 

Her skipper, US navy veteran 
Seymour Marvin has been wel¬ 


coming British sailors on board 
for over 20 years in return for 
’the best six months’ of his life 
while serving with the Royal 
Navy in World War II* 

Both the ship’s rugby and 
soccer teams were in action 
against local expatriate teams 
and played superbly despite 
temperatures of up to 40 C. 

Brave hosted a cocktail party 
on board and held open days for 
local people, and welcomed 
senior officers in the Brazilian 
navy on board, including the 
Commander of the First Naval 
District and Captain of the 
Second Frigate Squadron. 

Some of the busiest people 
during the visit were the ship's 
flight. Pilot Us Chris Yell and and 
Mark Brayson were forced to 
make a running landing at Santa 


Cruz after losing an engine on 
their Lynx, but with help from 
the Brazilians and a lot of effort 
from the flight, the aircraft was 
back on board before the ship 
left Rio* 

Cdr Harding said: “We have 
had a tremendous welcome 
from the Brazilian navy. 

“Carnival is an exceptionally 
busy time and Rio is, 1 think, one 
of the wonders of the world. 

“Seeing it from the inside 
from up on Sugarloaf or 
Corcovado, and as you come in 
by sea in the morning, is breath* 
taking* We have had a wonderful 
time here/ 1 

From Rio, the ship sailed to 
Fortaleza in the North of Brazil 
and is spending nine days in 
Florida before heading home via 
the US Virgin Islands. 


Cochrane Eook half ihe enemy's 
army, their colours, vast quanti¬ 
ties of military stores, cannon 
and baggage* without losing a 
single man. 

He pursued the flotilla half 
way across the Allantic before 
breaking off and just 26 of the 
original vessels reached Lisbon. 
His success helped to put an end 
to Portuguese rule forever. 


Reformer 


A political radical and naval 
reformer who spent much of his 
life out of favour with the 
Government and the Admiralty, 
Cochrane eventually returned to 
Britain after further campaign in 
command of Greek navy. 

By the time of his death in 
I860, Lord Cochrane was 
Admiral of the Red, senior admi¬ 
ral of the senior squadron. He 
has had a warship and shore 


establishment named after him 
and is buried in Westminster 
Abbey. 

□ On the 15Gih anniversai^ of 
Cochrane's victory, the Brazilian 
navy creeled a memorial in his 
honour at the British cemetery at 
Gamboa, Rio de Janeiro. 

The cemetery has been the 
final resting place for hundreds 
of British servicemen since the 
early 19th century, including RN 
admirals John Taylor and Sir 
Michael Seymour, 

One of the many tasks that the 
very active Rio branch of the 
Royal British Legion is currently 
engaged in is re*storation work in 
the cemetery, and the RBI* 
intend to invite a senior naval 
officer to the re-opening. 


□ One of Lord Cochrane's 
descendants, the Hon Michael 
Cochrane, is the commanding 
officer of HMS Somerset. 


• TOP: The mountains above 
Rio emerge out of the early 
morning mist as HMS Brave 
approaches at dawn. 

♦ ABOVE: LPT Brian Davies 
breaks through to score 
against Rio's San George 
Rugby club. Brave won 25-5. 

# LEFT: Sailors from Brave 
and Greenhalgh expiore the 
city's botanical gardens . 

• BELOW: AB Sinead 
Connolly and LMEM Rab 
Butler admire a breathtaking 
view of Sugarloaf mountain. 

Pictures: Dominic Blake,, Navy News 
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as ship hits Rio 


British admiral 











































“You’re sweating, dammit! Go back down and do it again - this time ‘at the double’!” 


NEWSVIEWj — 


Singing the 
desert song 

OPERATION Bolton has been - and continues to be - one of 
the most productive of recent years. And nowhere more so than 
in the close co-operation HMS Invincible has fostered between 
the RN and the RAF - even though both services still treat the 
idea with caution. 

“It is new to us and we are not used to it," says Wing Cdr 
Andrew Golledge, Commanding Officer of the RAF's 1 
Squadron. 

The Commander of the UK Task Group himself, Rear Admiral 
Ian Forbes, admits there was nothing easy or straightforward 
about the process. 

It is 80 years ago this month that the RNAS - by the end of 
World War I a huge force of men and materiel - was absorbed 
into the RAF. Now, once again, the value of mobile airfields 
has been demonstrated in the Gulf, where land-based ones are 
suddenly at a premium. 

The successful integration of Sea Harriers and GR7s as a 
combined air group has underlined that. 

Both parties, coming from what are still very different cul¬ 
tures, are to be congratulated on working up a success story in 
very short order under the extra pressure of operating in a 
place and time of tension. 

Operation Bolton also sees the Royal Navy workina in the 
Gulf with the United States Navy - as have tne Royal Marines, 
just lately, with the US Army in the equally arid theatre of the 
Mojave Desert. There the mutual regard is unstinting: “As ever, 
we are very grateful to our American hosts," says CSM Eric 
Conway of Alpha Coy, 40 Cdo. 

As their US Army liason put it from his side: 'I ain’t seen 
nothing like this, man!’ 

Maybe it’s a case of ‘You ain’t seen nothing yet’. 

Face of 
an older 
style of 
hero 

TOM MURPHY’S design for a statue of Capt ‘Johnnie’ Walker 
exactly captures the spirit of the man who, more than anyone 
else, did most to win the Battle of the Atlantic. 

Walker was cast firmly in the mould of the action hero of his 
time - vigorous, grimly determined but with a taste for flamboy¬ 
ant waistcoats. And that is just how the model for the planned 
£50,000 life-sized statue at Liverpool shows him. 

He was dead at 48, worn out by the strain of his exertions - 
as were so many other men of his generation, and older, some 
of whom came out of retirement in answer to the call of duty. 

Liverpool, whence his ships once sailed to the strains of A 
Hunting We Will Go, is the city that will be forever associated 
with his name - as it will be with John Lennon, another of this 
fine artist’s commissions who was a hero of quite a different 
stamp to the generation that followed Walker’s, and who famous¬ 
ly sang Give Peace a Chance. Walker, more than anyone else, 
worked to that end in the longest battle of World War II. 



Future 'more secure than for some considerable time' 


End to uncertainty 

atFMRO 


0 HMS WESTMINSTER is the first Type 23 frigate to refit in 
Portsmouth. She was also the first to go on Arm ilia patrol in the 
Gulf, from which she has lately returned. 

Her work schedule ranges from replacing the laundryman's 
washing machines to fixing a dent in the ship's side - while the 
whole of the upper deck is being stripped back and coated with 
CAMR EX. On first inspection the hull appeared in good condition 
- but then the paintwork was found to have degraded over the 
years and so repainting the hull - a major task - has been includ¬ 
ed in the programme. 

This is due to complete at the end of May , after which work-up 
and shake-down training will be mixed in with visits to Estonia , 
London and Newcastle. 


R UNNING of the Fleet Maintenance and Repair 
Organisation at Portsmouth was formally taken 
over by Fleet Support Ltd - a joint company formed 
by GEC Marine and Vosper Thornycroft. 


Handing over a symbolic key 
to Vospers Chief Executive 
Martin Jay, Chief of Fleet 
Support Vice Admiral John 
Dunt said the ceremony 
marked “a major milestone in 
a long and prestigious history” 
dating back to 1495 when the 
Royal Dockyard was first 
established in Portsmouth by 
Henry VII. 

“In recent times Portsmouth 
Dockyard and, since 1984, the 
FMRO have provided a quality of 
service to the Royal Navy', and par¬ 
ticularly to those ships based here, 
which has been second to none. 

“ The quality of this service has 
been founded almost entirely on 
the skills and dedication of the 
workforce and has been provided 
without hesitation through some of 
the most difficult and demanding 
times that the Royal Navy has had 
to face, ranging from major con¬ 
flicts to the equally difficult 
defence review reductions of previ¬ 
ous years. 

“Many of us will remember the 
frenetic preparations for the 
Falklands conflict, nearly lb years 
ago, and the vital part played by 
those who prepared the Task 
Group for the South Atlantic. 

“Looking ahead it is evident 
that a substantial proportion of the 
Surface Flotilla will continue to be 
based here in Portsmouth. To sup¬ 
port the operational needs of these 
ships there is an ongoing require¬ 
ment for a comprehensive third 
line ship repair and overhaul facil¬ 
ity and in future this will be provid¬ 
ed by the FMRO under the man¬ 
agement of Fleet Support Ltd.' 

Market testing of FMRO had 
been a recommendation of the 
1991 Defence Cost Studies. 

"Despite the determined efforts 
of all concerned, it has taken some 
time to reach this historic han¬ 


dover day and 1 am very aware that 
this intervening period has been 
one of considerable uncertainty for 
many people. Today represents an 
end to much of that uncertainty. 

“I am optimistic that the future 
for Portsmouth, and in particular 
the FMRO. should now be more 
secure than it has been for some 
considerable time.” 

Admiral Dunt read a message 
from Armed Forces Minister Dr 
John Reid, who said the new 
arrangement was "good news for 
the Royal Navy and for the future 
of warship repair and maintenance 
at Portsmouth”. 

“FSL plans which include 
bringing a guaranteed mini¬ 
mum level of commercial 
work to the facility, with the 
prospect of very real com¬ 
mercial diversification can 
only be beneficial to the 
economic prospects of the 
Portsmouth area and its 
people” 

The company said it had created 
up to 10(1 new. mostly skilled and 
professional jobs and cut 90 redun¬ 
dancies announced earlier to 75. 
But the handover ceremony was 
boycotted by union leaders, who 
claimed the company had gone 
back on a guarantee by Defence 
Secretary George Robertson that 
changes would not be forced upon 
on the workforce. 

L’SL starts with a healthy work¬ 
load, however. The Tvpe 23 frigate 
1 IMS Westminster (seen here) is 
undergoing work on an essential 
defects package. Other RN vessels 
scheduled to be docked later this 
year include the Type 42 destroyer 
HMS Gloucester and the carrier 
I IMS Illustrious, while a signifi¬ 
cant amount of unprogrammed 
work for Captain Fleet 
Maintenance is also expected. The 
company is now also responsible 
for restoration and maintenance of 
HMS Victory. 
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L ESSONS learned by 
the Royal Navy in 
the Gulf are likely to 
have a more profound 
effect on the future 
shape of carrier air oper¬ 
ations than any live’ 
experience of recent 
years. 

At one stage during 
Operation Bolton - the British 
contribution in support of 
weapons inspections in Iraq - 
the most powerful force of HM 
ships was mustered for any real 
operation since the Falklands 
War, and more ship-based air¬ 
craft were operating in a 
potential war zone than had 
been deployed for decades. 

Speaking of the integration of 
carrier-based Sea Harriers and 
RAF Harrier GR7s, the 
Commander of the UK Task 
Group. Rear Admiral Ian Forbes, 
told me: 

“This is the first time we've done 
this at this level in a live operation, 
and on such a scale, and it has been 
a huge learning process. But the 
conclusion is that it has been emi¬ 
nently successful, which points the 
way to it being something that we 
have got to pursue with a lot of 
vigour in the short term” 

Operation Bolton, directly 
involving two aircraft carriers, two 
frigates, a destroyer, three RFA 
support vessels and a total of more 
than 50 British aircraft, was rich in 
‘firsts' for the Royal Navy: 

■ It was the first time that RAF 
aircraft had deployed in numbers 
to a Royal Navy aircraft carrier 
during time of tension or war. 

■ More Harriers have been 
operated from an Invincible-class 
carrier than ever before (16 in 
I IMS Invincible). 

■ For the first time aircraft 
equipped with thermal imaging 
and laser designation equipment 
(TIALD) have operated from a 
carrier, giving the air group its 
own, organic means of targeting 
for laser-guided bombs. 

■ For the first time a virtually 
live satellite TV news report has 
been broadcast from a Royal Navy 
ship - HMS Invincible - equipped 
with a special communications aer¬ 
ial fitted by the BBC (see following 
pages). 

“The fact that the mixed, com¬ 


bined air group (RN and RAF) has 
been able to deploy here so suc¬ 
cessfully in support of foreign poli¬ 
cy underlines the fact that we are 
going to be using it a lot in the 
future,” said Admiral Forbes, who 
transferred his flag from HMS 
Invincible to her relief, HMS 
Illustrious, in early March. 

“We and the RAF come from 
different cultures, and I wouldn’t 
for one minute say it has been easy 

‘We were 
confident 
we would 
obliterate 
all our 
targets’ 


and straightforward for an RAF 
fraternity to come and live with an 
RN fraternity. That it should have 
melded accordingly, and under a 
good deal of operational pressure, 
has been a huge success story.” 

Another great success was the 
TIALD system. “When we started 


Fort Vic 
to stay 

RFA Fort Victoria is to 
remain in the Gulf as Task 
Group supply ship. Her 
sister-ship Fort George, 
which escorted HMS 
Illustrious to the region is 
returning to the UK. She is 
due to go into mainte¬ 
nance soon. 

Also returning after a 
marathon, 18-month de¬ 
ployment is the tanker RFA 
Bayleaf. She was relieved 
on station by her sister- 
ship, RFA Bramble-leaf 
and March 9 and will return 
to Devonport on April 9. 
She has been supporting 
ships of the Armilla Patrol 
since it began in 1979. 


this we didn’t think that we’d have • Sea Harrier FA2s on the flight deck of HMS Invincible during Operation Bolton. 

that capability. Then we received 
the only three TIALD-equipped 
GR7s that have been produced, 
and they have all worked superbly 
well. 

“They've allowed us to have 
organic capability, and means our 
operations have run faster and 
smoother than would otherwise 
have been the case. With this tech¬ 
nology and with multi-mission 
capability, we can play different 
tunes on different pieces of equip¬ 
ment. 

“On one day we were conduct¬ 
ing laser designations with F14s 
and F18s of the USN and USAF; 
on another we were doing it with 
RAF Tornado GRls. This comple¬ 
mentary capability is extremely 
important.” 

Echoing those views, the 
Commanding Officer of the RAF’s 
1 Squadron in Invincible, WingCdr 
Andrew Golledge. said the intro¬ 
duction of TIALD had been a 
“fantastic” success. “Pilots could 
train up with the kit in a week, and 
from the results we achieved in 
training we were confident that 
had we done the job we would have 
obliterated all our targets.” 

He said his officers and men had 
established a good professional 
and social rapport with Invincible's 
ship's company. 

“But it has to be recognised that 
we are different, that we are part of 
the Royal Air Force, and we are 
very keen to keep our RAF inden- 
tity. While we understand the oper¬ 
ational reasons for our deploy¬ 
ment, it is new to us and we are not 
used to it. But by being here we're 
learning from each other. It’s not 
difficult once we get used to it.” 

Wing Cdr Golledge will also 
return with a list of lessons learned 
which may influence the timing of 
the deployment of RAF units to 
carriers in future emergencies. 

Meanwhile, as HMS Invincible 
steamed for home after a 
marathon, seven-months away 
from home, her sister-ship HMS 
Illustrious remained on station in 
the far north of the Gulf, her fixed- 
wing aircraft of 801 Naval Air 
Squadron and 3 Squadron RAF 
continuing to carry out patrols 
deep into Iraq as part of Operation 
Southern Watch, the policing of 
the no-fly zone. 

“It's very much business as usual 
until the strategic climate does 
show cause for optimism,” said 
Admiral Forbes. 
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Options 


# A EM Diane Smith prepares a Sea Harrier for a mission over Iraq. 


Capt Burnell-Nugent. 


Media Operations - the 
story behind the news 


T 11L til-l.F crisis marked a 
milestone in ihe Royal 
Navy s relationship with the 
news media. Hie most tangible 
sign of that was the erection in 
(lie ship of a I V communications 
aerial, shared by BBC. 11 N and 
Sky giving the capability, lor the 
first time in a British warship at 
sea. of live coverage via satellite, 

11 owe vci, 1 he re w a> anot 1 vc i poi n t - 
el which toi a El its subtlety, indicated 
a more profound change. The Navv 
Eiad dropped sho term "public rela¬ 
tions." ot "media relations lo 
describe its interaction with broad 
casters and journalists, ll was now 
media operations . 

( museums that there is no point in 
rail hog a sabre in a soundproof room, 
the Navy saw the media attention 
tdeuced on the Iask ( i ri hi p its uo 
essential clement in giv ing dipfuniiicv 
a chance by helping to pul pressure 
on Saddam I h.sscin lo accept t "\ 3 
we, i pniis m sped ions. 

Media operations will be 
absolutely crucial to our future 
bushiess, said Task Group 
commander. Admiral Ian 
Forbes. 


John ^mris. a member of the RNRN 
Public Affairs Branch, whose experi¬ 
ence a> a I V producer in Chilian Site 
proved invaluable in tltc media com¬ 
munications work on hoard. Also 
drat led in was Anthonv Worncr, a 
Government information specialist 
and normally Stall PRO lo Mag 
Officer Naval Aviation. 

C dr Keegan and his team hosted 
large media parlies on board lor three 
months from the end oj February. 
The largest was on F ebruary 12 when 
32 international press people were 
welcomed on hoard when the ship was 
alongside at Dubai. 

The last major v bit uas by a press 
group who mined the carrier at sea on 
J cbfuaiv 24 2lv I hey included BB£ s 
Kale Adie who interviewed Admiral 
1 other- on board, while astern HMS 
Coven try manoeuvred to provide a 


suitable backdrop lor the cameras. 

C dr Keegan secs the media com¬ 
munications success pi onceled in 
Invincible as a ’great leap forward". 
However, one of his higgesj problems 
was a less technical one: where lo put 
everyone. 

’Lang turn. the physical problem 
of accommodating press on board 
would have been veiy difficult. Quite 
aparl from the journalists, we had lo 
emhark satellite gear. 50 cases of 
equipment, two technicians and a pro¬ 
ducer." 

And that wan in addition to ihe 
RAF personnel and the Admiral's 
staff who had already swelled the 
count ol souls on board. In the case ol 
action, a media pool would have had 
to be formed .md was already under 
discussion when the Baghdad agree¬ 
ment was sfg nc d and the press in ter 


csl m ihe ships began to melt away. 

! oi the t’O ol Invincible, Capt 
James Burnell Nugent, the media ops 
difficulties are there lo be overcome, 
lie reinforced his views with this 
story-: 

hi I ebniury there w as a mid-air col¬ 
lision between luo US Marine Corps 
Libs from the USS George 
Washington, Someone saw it oj over¬ 
heard radio transmissions, and as a 
result a report of ihe crash was on ihe 
Internet within five minutes, “proba¬ 
ble before the pilot who survived had 
climbed into his rubbei dinghy. The 
news was on CNN within 45 minutes 
before he was back in his slop. 

“ I hal sort ol situation is not caused 
bv the live equipment we have on 
board here, l see that equipment as 
being part of the solution, not part of 
the problem," 
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‘We were possii 
within 24 hours 
having to take 
offensive actioi 


A S UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
peace agreement with Saddam H 
February 22, the Allied powers in tire 
perhaps as little as 24 hours away from c 
strikes against Iraqi targets. 

With Iraq jnst over the hori¬ 
zon, the tension was defect able 
on board the British warships as 
the cycnis ol that fateful week¬ 
end mi folded. "We were possi¬ 
bly within 24 horns or so ot hav¬ 
ing to lake offensive act ion, and 
there was a fairly subdued 
atmosphere on board," said the 
C ommanding Officer of I IMS 
Invincible, t apt James Burnell 
Nugent. 

Ah on hoard the aircraft carrier 
it nid been profession a lly prepared 
and rrained lor whatever was to 
come I veil so. there was a marked 
sense of relief a* the firs!, fragile 
news of an accord in Baghdad hard¬ 
ened into something more substan¬ 
tial. 

"Within minutes there was a 
spring In people's step on board arid 
a feeling of achievement, said ihe 
Captain. Invincible look out a big 
mortgage on this whole campaign 
right from November with the dis¬ 
appointment over Christinas and 
uncertainties over the programme." 

At one stage it had looked alarm¬ 
ingly as though military action 
would clash with the liming ol the 
carrier's hand-over to HMS 
Illustrious. "There was obviously 
some nervousness that that might 
disrupt the handovei with conse¬ 
quences for a later leliun lo UK, 

So. to have a peaceful and appat- 
culh sat is facto iv outcome was 
regarded with relief.' 


• Sea Harrier pi c 
before a sortie he 


H ad I he ail strikes gone 
ahead, one of those in the 
firing line would have been 
! I t dr David Biidduuis. a native of 
Australia who transEcned horn ihe 
RAN So 1 he RN Eb \cars ago and 
who is now CO of SIM! Naval Ait 
Squadron Iheii Sea Hat tiers 
would have had the task ol ppm id 
mg lighter escort lo the KAl UKC 
ciouud-nllack .urcrall on huaul. 


HMS Invincible . . live on the news front 


Dave Saddams and hts fel¬ 
low pilots had already flown 
many limes deep into Iraq, 
and during the Bosnia crisis 
a few years ago he had flown 
more than 50 missions over 
hostile territory, 
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O PERATING in defence watches - six hours on and six off - HMS Coventry was acting as 
escort to invincible as the Gulf crisis reached its climax. She had been in the region, on pre¬ 
planned Armilla patrol with HMS Nottingham, since November and will be in the Gulf until 
June. But just as Kofi Annan signed his agreement with Saddam, Coventry's ship’s company 
should have been enjoying the delights of the East — in Phuket, Thailand, with their loved ones. 

Like Invincible, Coventry’s pro- entirely on what the situation is Thailand and Singapore was can- 
gramme was dramatically changed like in the area as to how tar you celled because of him. WeTe 


it Lt Nick Weight man checks an AMR A AM missile 
HMS invincible. 
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lion ’, re-lcit) fling to operate wilIt 
RAF [ornwdn and l S I In strike 
aircraft ashore: and operating with 
d tile rent LIN carrier groups tiom 
di I let cut Heels with dr lie rail piece 
d li rev 

"We vc had 10 re-train, update 
and rc-e\aluate out tactics and pro 
ordures live limes over.” ^aid C apt 
Burneli-NugeuL "'The Americans 
have been working a regime whli 
two aircraft carriers, but there's 
been onh one of us. and we‘\c had 
lo iiiainUm -i high slate ol readi¬ 
ness. I fun means si a vi Fig ai sea. 

There was very little any¬ 
one could do about the dis¬ 
appointments - but there 
was a great deal which could 
be done to ease the tension 
of the ships company and 
their families 


by the crisis, and instead of a 
stand-off in the Far East, the 
trigate was ordered to remain in 
the Gulf, Hundreds of hoped-for 
holidays had to be cancelled. 

“Our trips out of area are 
planned so that we can quickly get 
back into area, 1 said the ship s CO, 
Capt Paul Lambert, it depends 


go or where you go to. 

"People realise that they have a 
job ol work to do here. When 
they re not working, that's the time 
to relax in port." 

For at least one member of the 
ship's company, WTR Slinger 
Woods, there’s no doubt who's to 
blame: Saddam. Our stand-off in 
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• LA EM Mark Hughes (right) and A EM Andy Rose - romance has to wait. 


relieved over the agreement, but 
you feel a bit miffed, because if 
he's going to play games like he's 
been doing, it has to get resolved." 

Slinger’s girlfriend was one of 
those planning to fly to Phuket, 
She had, however, managed to see 
him when the ship visited Dubai 
over Christmas. Were getting 
married next year, but it depends 
on the Navy," he said. Luckily I’ve 
got an understanding fiancee. 1 

So has LAEM Mark Hughes. He 
had planned to marry his fiancee, 
Emily, in Thailand. 1 was gutted at 
the time,' he said, but we just 
organised a different time, a differ¬ 
ent dale after the trip - August 6. 

His colleague, AEM Andy Rose, 
also had his romantic plans dis¬ 
rupted. He was looking forward to 
getting engaged to his girlfriend. 
Nicole Sealey, in Penang. We’d 
already decided to get married, but 
I wanted to present her with the 
ring in romantic surroundings. 
Now we’ll have to wait 

Nottingham s CD recognises 
that his ship’s company have not 
only had to work hard, but have 
had to cope with what he 
euphemistically describes as a 
flexible programme . But they 
have coped. 

They have only been able to do 
so because oi the support they 
have had from their people back 
home, he said. Families and 
friends have been most under¬ 
standing, whether it s been the fact 
that they haven't received a 
phonecall because we haven t 



• Capt Paul Lambert of HMS 
Coventry - praise for the support 
of families. 

been in port, or that they’ve had 
their days in the Far East can¬ 
celled. 

'it's only because of their sup¬ 
port and understanding that the 
people on board have kept up their 
sense of humour and their spirits ." 

Mine ships 
in the Gulf 

THE THREE minehunters of the 
Third Mine Countermeasures 
Squadron - HM ships Sandown, 
Bridport and Inverness - have 
started national and bi-lateral 
exercises in the Gull as part of a 
pre-planned deployment which 
will last most of this year. 

Under the overall command ol 
Cdr Richard Simmonds, the 
Sandown-ciass minehunters form 
UK On Call Force 22 with HMS 
Herald as tactical command ship 
and RFA Diligence providing engi¬ 
neering support. 

A mid-deployment maintenance 
period in Dubai will provide an 
opportunity for families lo visit. 

■ A report on the deployment ol 
the force, and more Gulf news, will 
appear tn our next edition. 
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Options 


A T DAWN on December 11, 1941 Lt Haruki Iki of the Imperial Japanese 
Air Force flew over the spot where he had helped to sink the battle¬ 
cruiser HMS Repulse the day before and dropped a wreath into the sea. 


His action is recorded by 
Alan Matthews in his col¬ 
lection Sailors’ Tales — Life 
Onboard HMS Repulse dur¬ 
ing World War II (£10.99 inc 
pp payable to L.D.Evans at 
4 Stone Cottages, 
Marchwiel, Wrexham LL13 
OPP). 

The Japanese government 
arranged for Matthews to 
interview Iki, who gave him a 
unique insight into the action 
from the perspective of the 
attacking forces. 

Iki had flown ‘Nell’ type 
bombers in the war against 
China for five years and had 
lately switched to the Betty’: 

“On November 30 one of the 
Combined Fleets called 
Kanoya Naval Forces, to 
which I belonged, was unoffi¬ 
cially told to attack the Prince 
of Wales and Repulse using 
the Betty. At a meeting held on 
December 3, the Southern 
Armed Forces ordered three 
fleets to sail to Malaya from 
the Philippines. 


“The usual attacking tactics 
were for nine war planes to fly 
about 100 metres apart and to 
launch the attack simultane¬ 
ously at about a height of 
about 20 to 50 metres above 
sea level and a distance of 
about one mile or less from 
the target. The torpedoes 
could travel through the water 
at about 45 knots. 

“When our squadron 
arrived I could see the 
Repulse had been hit on the 
port side. Later I was informed 
that a torpedo from a Nell’ of 
Capt Shirais’ Miharu-based 
squadron had hit a 250kg 
bomb on Repulse.’’ 

It was still, even so, not an 
easy target to approach. 

“It was very difficult 
because when I was attacking 
the Repulse it was firing inten¬ 
sively and turning to star¬ 
board. So one of the small 
fleets was attacking from star¬ 
board and the other two fleets 
were attacking from port. We 
lost a few war planes and they 
sank close to the Repulse. 

“Later I found that my plane 


had been penetrated by 17 
bullets. 

“I scored two hits on the 
ort side, three on the star- 
oard and one on the bow. We 
could see Repulse was sink¬ 
ing when we were about three 
kilometres away and three 
above sea level. After finish¬ 
ing our attack we were still 
watching her firing, but losing 
speed. Then she started to 
sink towards the port side.” 

Another of Matthews’ con¬ 
tributors, ex-Ordinary Seaman 
Ian Hay, has produced his own 
memoir Singapore Repulsed 
(Pentland Press £13.50). He 
bears testimony to the gal¬ 
lantry of PO O’Rourke during 
the ship’s final moments: 

“ Jan Horsford and Blondy 
Garton decided to go for’d 
and down the paravane chains 
on the bow. Po O’Rourke was 
against it so, as he was my old 
seamanship instructor, I 
obeyed his order without 
question. How ironic could it 
have been for Blondy and Jan; 
they had gone for’d with the 
express desire to avoid the 


• HMS Repulse at Portsmouth , 1936. 


torpedo holes and were never 
seen again... Now standing 
beside PO O’Rourke and, as 
the youngster, I felt loath to 
leave him, as amongst all this 
turmoil he represented order 
and discipline. 

“To his: ‘Come on, Ian, over 
the side you go,’ I replied ‘Sir!’ 


as I could not forget my boy’s 
training under him. ‘Sir, what 
about the sharks?’ This, we 
found out later, was the birth¬ 
place of the Great White 
Shark, so what we had seen 
was a few of them; the explo¬ 
sions had only attracted them. 

“Petty Officer O’Rourke’s 


voice rose up to a high octave 
with, ‘Ian, get over the f - 
side!’ I went, knowing this 
would be the last time I’d ever 
see him. Petty Officer 
O’Rourke stayed at his post 
directing men away from the 
submerged torpedo holes, 
and did not survive.” 


E-WITNESS RECORDS OF THE END OF REPOLSE 
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• Above left: LSA Phil 
Rookes, RNVR served in the 
destroyer HMS Newark (Atlan¬ 
tic convoys) and the cruiser 
HMS Argonaut (Normandy 
landings and the Far East). He 
was a member of Pompey's 
League Championship win¬ 
ning team in 1949. 

• Above right: Mne Len 
Phillips served in Europe and 
the Far East and took part in 
the D-Day landings as crew of 
an assault landing craft 
launched from the Empire 
Battleaxe. He was a member of 
the Portsmouth League 
Championship winning teams 
in 1949 and 1950 and three 
times represented England 
from 1951-54. 

• Below: Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle, founder member. 
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NEVER 

MISS A DATE 


WITH 

THIS 

FANTASTIC 

NAVY NEWS 
CALENDAR 
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Protecting the 
environment is what the 
Royal Navy is all about, 
as superbly 

portrayed in this year’s 
calendar 


THE NAVY’s connections with Portsmouth Football Club go back 
to its very beginnings - and reached a proud peak just after World 
War II in a series of championships in which Navy men helped 
take Pompey to the top. 

To mark the 100th anniversary of the founding of the club, the 
RN Philatelic Society has issued a special cover packed with pho¬ 
tographs of sailor soccer stars of half a century ago - and other 
personalities, such as founder member of the earlier Portsmouth 
Football Association Club Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, who created 
Sherlock Holmes while living in Southsea and may have been the 
club’s first goalkeeper under the alias A.C.Smith! 

Tel. 01705 820921 for details of prices . 


• English League Champions of 1946-49 receive the cup from the 
club president, Field Marshal Viscount Montgomery of Aiamein. 


Telephone: 01705 826040 
Fax: 01705 830149 


• Jimmy Dickinson, the most celebrated of all post-war Pompey players, served as an AB in the 
destroyers HMS Carysfort and Matchless. Here the Portsmouth/England half back is pictured enjoy¬ 
ing his December 1954 copy of Navy News! 





















































NAVY NEWS, APRIL 1998 23 



At Your Leisure 




Bags of enthusiasm 

THIRTY years of research have gone into Ces Mowthorpe’s 
unique study of British airships of World War I, Battlebags 
(Sutton Publishing £12.99) - the first to attempt to identify 
and describe operations of each single aircraft. 

The RNAS operated at least 211 during this period. One 
of the first ‘Sea Scout’ types, SS-2, is seen here in the shed 
at Dover on April 9,1915. Despite their many shortcomings, 
these were simple to fly - even by ‘young midshipmen with 
small boat training’ who took to them with all the reckless 
enthusiasm of youth - and provided air cover when no 
other aircraft could do so to counter the submarine threat. 

Their specification called for a 50mph maximum speed 
and an endurance of eight hours while carrying a crew of 
two, 1601b of bombs and a radio set with a range of 30 
miles. 


Ill 


E IGHT videos of films 
made specially for 
the Navy for training 
or public information - 
one dating back to World 
War II - are now available 
from FAME (Film Archive 
Management and Enter¬ 
tainment). 

Flying the Ark features both 
the modern HMS Ark Royal 
and her immediate predeces¬ 
sor - the star of the famous 
BBC documentary Sailor. 
Hands to Flying Stations 
(1975) shows the launch and 
recovery of fixed wing and 
rotary wing aircraft in the 
days of the Buccaneer and 
the Wessex. People Like You 
(1986) deals with flight safety, 
with Sea Harriers, §ea Kings 
and Lynx in action with a 
Type 21 frigate and an RFA. 

The Birth & Life of a Frigate 
pays homage to the Leander 
Class. Naval Shipbuilding 
(1973) follows the main 
stages in its evolution - 
research and development, 
building, trials, acceptance 
and commissioning - while 
Portland Ahead (1975) takes 
the story on to sea training. 

Life with the Marines has 
their varied and active life in 
general depicted in The 
Royal Marines (1983), con¬ 
cluding with footage from the 
Falklands conflict. Particular 
attention is paid to Arctic 
training in Arctic Patrol 
(1973) which tells of prepara¬ 
tions to attack an enemy 
petrol dump located in snow- 
covered tundra. 

Out of the Air carries three 
titles - Aircraft Controller 
(1976), featuring a variety of 



i 



aircraft of the period; Hover 
Navy (1978), charting the 
development of hovercraft in 
the RN; and Aircraft Salvage 
- Location and Recovery 
(1979) detailing the recovery 
of a helicopter lost at sea in 
depths beyond normal diving 
limits. 

Tug Work is another trio, 
Tug Work itself exploring the 
variety of tugs employed in 
1976-77; Pilot Embarked 
dealing with the relationship 
between pilot and captain; 
and Salvage - the Reward, 
documenting the salvage of 
HMS Reward which sank in 
thick fog in the River Forth. 

Frigate begins with Frigate 
(1972) with life on board HMS 






Sirius as experienced by 
young junior officers . This is 
tied in with Boxer - 
Forewarned is Forearmed 
(1983), a public relations film 
made on board a stretched 
Type 22 frigate and narrated 
by Sir Michael Hordern. 

Destroyer features two Type 
42 destroyers lost in the 
Falklands. HMS Sheffield 
(1975) contrasts life aboard 
D80 with the Gibraltar Shore 
Station while The Right 
Choice (1982) follows a mid¬ 
shipman’s first voyage to 
Hong Kong in HMS Coventry. 

Final title in the series to 
date is Fearless Navy which 
features the classic The 
Broad Fourteens (1945). 





Released after the end of the 
war in Europe, it follows the 
fortunes of a Motor Torpedo 
Boat and its crew, fresh from 
training and awaiting action. 
Plus The Dragon Squadron 
(1973) as the Ton-class ships 
on patrol in Hong Kong 
waters were known and 
Fearless to the Fleet (1978), 
another dealing with life at 
sea for young officers, 
focused on HMS Fearless 
and HMS Andromeda. 

All are priced at £9.95 (plus 
£1.25pp) from FAME at PO 
Box 608, Hailsham, Sussex 
BN27 3UN. 

• Below: HMS Sheffield , 
featured in the video 

Destroyer. 



Sci-fi that delivers 

ideas with action 


A NYONE who has had to 
occupy for hours on end 
the same space as a 
bunch of mobile-phone users 
may have trouble accepting the 
premise that underlies Kevin 
Kostner’s The Postman, 
which is that the essence of 
civilisation is communication. 


HP BOOKF1NDERS: Established 
professional service locating out 
of print titles on all 
subjects. No obligation or SAE 
required. Contact: 22, Fords Close, 
Bledlow Ridge. Buckinghamshire. 
11P14 4AP. Tel: (01494) 481118 
Fax: (01494)481121. 
martin^hp-bookfinders.co.uk 


The Film is set post-WW3, when 
there really is no such thing as 
society, merely the isolated rem¬ 
nants of old towns, all out of touch 
and fortified against predators. 
Costner, a resourceful wanderer, 
hits on a crafty ruse when he finds 
the wreck of an old mail van and 
the skeletal remains of its driver. 

Appropriating the postbag and 


“HMS. GANGES (The final farewell) 
. . video. Ideal birthday /surprise 
present. Documentary includes all 
aspects of GANGES before 
demolition. One tear-jerking hour of 
nostalgia, produced by JOHN 
DOUGLAS author H M S. GANGES 
(Roll on my dozen!) & H.M.S 
GANGES (Tales of the T.R.O.G.'S.) 
S.A.E. details Douglas Hse. Penmarth 
Redruth. Cornwall TR16 6NX 


the uniform, he shows up at the 
nearest settlement with a tale of 
how government has been 
restored and is now delivering the 
backlog of old mail - all in the 
hope of no more than a meal and 
a bed for the night. 

But this turns out to be the first 
step in a sequence of events which 
ends up illustrating the film’s sec¬ 
ondary premise, that sometimes 
an illusion can have such force 
that it becomes a reality. 

Connoisseurs of the post-apoca¬ 
lyptic should find much to relish 
here: the abandoned vehicles 
strewn around, petrol having run 
out and the horse regained its old 


ScreenScene 


supremacy, the hydroelectric dam 
turned into a towering fortress, the 
brutalised captives of a warlord 
finding comfort in the ghostly 
image of Julie Andrews in The 
Sound of Music projected on to a 
quarry wall. 

It is through the figure of the 
warlord (played with just the right 
degree of weirdness by Tom 
Poston) with his Hitler-esque pre¬ 
tensions and virulent, flag-burning 
anti-Americanism that the film 
touches a contemporary nerve, the 
idea that, as events in Waco and 
Oklahoma demonstrate, a shift 
has taken place whereby the terms 
‘far right’ and ‘nationalist’ may no 
longer indicate the same thing, 
and can even betoken opposites. 

Gattaca is also sci-fi. and has 
also found its inspiration in pre¬ 
sent-day concerns. Indeed, the 


movie might have carried the cred¬ 
it ‘Based on an idea by Dolly the 
Sheep' since genetics and the 
manipulation thereof are what 
underpin the story. 

The film proposes a society 
divided into tne elite and the pro¬ 
les, but on a novel basis. The mas¬ 
ters are the purpose-built, those 
bred with all daws and defects sci¬ 
entifically eradicated; the new 
underclass are the ones bom old- 
style, subject to the lottery of 
inherited strengths and weakness¬ 
es we take for granted today. 

The hero (Ethan Hawke) is an 
In-Valid, as such unfortunates are 
known, who tries to pass himself 
off as a DNA-perfect, and the big 
part of the film is the game of cat 
and mouse he plays with the 
authorities. A whodunnit sub-plot 
has been grafted on to the pro¬ 
ceedings but audiences would 
require a super-strength gullibility 
gene to take that aspect seriously. 

Co-starring is Uma Thurman, 
somewhat dispensable so far as the 
story is concerned, but absolutely 
essential in all other respects. 

Neither of these films was well- 
received, The Postman in particu¬ 
lar coming in for very rough han¬ 
dling. Nevertheless, they arrive at 
a time when Hollywood sci-fi 
seems primarily to be about spe¬ 
cial effects: mile-long spaceships 
crash landing on Jupiter or armies 
of aliens besieging Earth's last 
citadel. Here at least are two fan¬ 
tasies where the ideas are at least 
as important as the action. No fan 
will want to miss them. 

- Bob Baker 


NEVER . . . 

Buy a new Naval Book or Video 
before checking our prices first - 
which include delivery to your door. 
Send today for our FREE 
catalogues: 

Maritime Books, Lodge Hill 
Liskeard, PL14 4EL 
Tel 01579 343663 
_ Fax 01579 346747 


NAVAL-MARITIME BOOKS N 

Our free monthly catalogues always offer an 
Interesting and non-repetltive selection from our 
large stock of secondhand books on all aspects of 
Naval, Mercantile & Seafaring Activities. 

Send for one now. 

GERALD LEE MARITIME BOOKS 

73 Clayhall Avenue, Ilford, Essex, 
IG5 0PM Tel/Fax 0181 550 7317 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

LARGE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES 
SHOP OPEN 10-4 (SATURDAY 10-1) 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books, 
98/100 Heaton Road., Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE6 5HL. 
Telephone: 0191 265 6333 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 

Fiction. Non-Fiction, Biography. 
Religious, Poetry. Childrens 

AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE INVITED 
Write or send your manuscript to 

MINERVA PRESS 

2 OLD BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON SW7 3DQ 


CALLING ALL AUTHORS 
REACH ALMOST 1/2 MILLION 
READERS PROMOTE YOUR 
BOOKS THROUGH NAVY NEWS 
TELEPHONE GLEN 

01705 725062 


DID YOU SERVE in Escorts 
during WW2? Author wishes lo hear 
from all who have tales to tell about 
small ships. D Macdonald. 1 Farm 
Close, Crowthorne. Berkshire. 
RG45 6SE. 


HMS CENTAUR 

1943 - 1972 
By Neil McCart 

T he latest in the series detailing the careers 
of the Royal Navy’s post-war aircraft 
carriers. This volume follows the Centaur from the builder’s yard to the breakers 
yard with detailed accounts of each of the vessel’s commissions. Foreword by Rear- 
Admiral Steiner, the Centaur s last commanding officer. 125 illustrations, some in 
colour. Hardback with full colour laminated dust jacket. Price £16.95 plus p&p. 
ISBN 0 9519538 9 3 
Also Available: 

HMS EAGLE 1942-1978 (Hardback) £18.95 plus p&p 
HMS ALBION 1944-1973 (Softback) £13.95 plus p&p 

Please add £1.50 p&p UK & EU (£3.50 overseas). Payment by sterling cheque, postal order, or by 
VISA/MASTERCARD. Telephone orders welcomed. From FAN PUBLICATIONS. 17 Wymans 
Lane, Cheltenham. Glos GL51 9QA. Tel/Fax 01242 580290 Or order from good bookshops. 



AUTHORS 

Let us Publish Your Book 
Most subjects considered 
including Religion,Biography, 
Children's Stories, Poems, 
Fiction and First Books 
AVON BOOKS (NN), 

1, Dovedale Studios, 

465, Battersea Park Road, 
London SW11 4LR 


PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 

With 

The Pentland Press 

Edinburgh Cambridge Durham USA 
Established publisher welcomes 
books in all subjects. 

Write for details or send your manusenpt to: 

Michael Mclnally 

Pentland Press (NN), 1 Hutton Close, 
South Church, Durham DL14 6XB 

Tel: 01388 776555 Fax: 01388 776766 


BOOKS ON SHIPS 
AND THE SEA 

Send for free lists of used and 
antiquarian books from our huge stock 
on Naval & Merchant Shipping 

N. Fisher Nautical 

Huntawood, St Helena Lane. Streat 
Hassocks, Sussex BN6 8SD 
Tel/Fax: 01273 890273 



...of sentimental, 
irreplaceable value? 

Cracked? Faded? Torn 
or stained? 

Let us put it right 
again! 
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B&W reproduced in colour 
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man 
reports on 
life in a 
submarine 

A FEMALE officer has spent two 
weeks with a Navy submarine as 
part of a feasibility study into 
women serving at sea with the 
Submarine Flotilla. 

As part of her time in Trafalgar- 
class submarine LIMS Triumph, Lt 
Deborah Ditchings spent eight 
days at sea. 

A Navy spokesman said: “The 
purpose of this attachment was 
specifically to include the perspec¬ 
tive of a female officer with sea¬ 
going experience. 

“Her report will form part of 
the overall study, which looks at 
questions such as medical implica¬ 
tions, combat effectiveness and 
the provision of accommodation 
and bathrooms. 

“It was felt that to carry out the 
study without such an input could 
lead to an incomplete assessment 
of the situation. 

“During her time in the subma¬ 
rine she slept on a camp bed in a 
curtained-otf area of an electron¬ 
ics compartment, an arrangement 
which would not be suitable for a 
long-term appointment. 

“The design of the officers’ 
showers and toilets, however, 
meant that she - and the subma¬ 
rine's male officers - were able to 
use the facilities with privacy.” 

Lt Hitchings’ report will form 
part of an overall studv which will 
not be ready for Flag Officer 
Submarines until later this year. 

This study was initiated five 
years ago during an earlier 
appraisal which concluded that it 
was not practicable at that stage 
for women to serve in submarines. 


News in 
Brief 


RFA pay deal 

A PAY DEAL has been agreed 
with merchant seamen working 
in Royal Fleet Auxiliary ships. 

The settlement means a 3.5 
per cent unconditional pay 
increase, and ends the threat of 
a dispute over the introduction 
of performance-related pay. 

A new pay round is due to 
begin this month. 

Supply merger 

THE POST of Director 
Supply (South) disappears 
on April 1 as the role is 
merged with Naval Base 
Commander Portsmouth. 

The move is a further 
stage in the development of 
Portsmouth as a fully inte¬ 
grated naval base. 

Chief visits 

CHIEF of Fleet Support Vice 
Admiral Sir John Dunt has vis¬ 
ited the Defence Helicopter 
Support Authority at RN air 
station Yeovilton. 

The visit gave Admiral Dunt 
the chance to see the workings 
of the tri-Service unit, which 
employs 330 military and Civil 
Service personnel. 

Sonar prize 

HMS IRON Duke has 
received the Fleet Sonar 
Efficiency prize. 

The Type 23 frigate con¬ 
ducted two periods of anti¬ 
submarine warfare trials off 
the Bahamas last year, and 
tested herself against 
British, US, French, Polish 
and Russian submarines in 
exercises from Puerto Rico 
to Severomorsk. 

New charts 

TWELVE new folios in the 
Admiralty Raster Chart Service 
series have been produced by 
the UK Hydrographic Office . 

The ten-chart folios cost £99 
each plus VAT, and cover the 
popular sailing areas of the UK. 


Options 



• End of an era - the final course marks the occasion by saying ‘farewell ’ in semaphore, watched by their instructors. Capt 
Barry Kent RN (retd ), former Captain of the Signal School, Chief Naval Signal Officer and author of the book Signal, is at centre. 


Course signals end of an era 


MORE than 180 years of Naval his¬ 
tory has ended with the completion 
of the final Communications 
Yeoman qualifying course at HMS 
Collingwood. 


The term Yeoman of Signals was intro¬ 
duced in November 1816, and became 
‘Communications Yeoman’ in 1958. 
Professional qualifying courses were 


initially conducted at signal schools 
established at Devonport, Plymouth and 
Chatham, as well as on board HMS 
Victory, before a permanent shore estab¬ 
lishment was opened in the former RN 
Barracks at Portsmouth in 1906. 

Training transferred to HMS Mercury 
at Leydene, Petersfield, during the 
Second World War, finally moving to 
HMS Collingwood in 1993. 


Communications senior rates are now 
known as Petty Officer (Communi¬ 
cations). 

But despite the proliferation of mod¬ 
ern satellite and computerised systems, 
purists will be pleased to know that the 
traditional methods of communicating, 
using flags and flashing lights, will con¬ 
tinue to be employed for the foreseeable 
future. 


Medal'for 
hero who 
lost his life 


A FORMER Navy man has 
been posthumously award¬ 
ed a gold medal for a hero¬ 
ic rescue at sea. 

William Deacon (50) was a 
helicopter winchman for 
Bristow, and was on duty when 
freighter, The Green Lily, broke 
down in gale-force winds and 
high seas off the Shetlands. 

Five of the crew of 15 were 
taken off by lifeboat as the 
ship lurched towards cliffs, 
and Mr Deacon, on the ship, 
rescued the others, two by 
two, in horrendous conditions. 

As the last two were taken 
off, he was swept overboard. 
His body was recovered the 
following day. 

The gold medal was award¬ 
ed by the Association of 
Retired Persons Over 50. 




Prospects 
bright for 
Cavalier 


BRITAIN’S last World War II 
destroyer, HMS Cavalier, now 
has a “very, very good chance” 
of being rescued following sup¬ 
port for her preservation from 
an all-party committee of the 
House of Commons. 

The former warship, under 
threat of being broken up after lan¬ 
guishing for years in a South 
Tyneside dock, is now the subject 
of an emergency bid to the 
National Heritage Lottery Fund. 

Several groups interested in the 
ship’s preservation, including the 
HMS Cavalier Association and 
Chatham Historical Dockyard, 
have agreed at a meeting to ask the 
Lottery fund to help finance the 
£60,000 cost of a feasibility study 
and ship survey as the first step in 
transferring her to Chatham. 

Mayor of the Medway Towns 
Council, Cllr Norman Carter, said 
the meeting agreed that a business 
plan be drawn up as the first step 
to repairing and renovating the 
ship before putting her on display. 

He said that although no local 
authority funding was possible, the 
project could be paid for through 
Lottery and other funding. 

The new optimism for the ship’s 
future follows a recommendation 
by the Culture, Media and Sports 
Committee of the Commons, that 
the Lottery Fund look closely at a 
preservation scheme as well as 
examine more widely the criteria 
for funding ship preservation. And 
on April 7, Heritage Minister 
Mark Fisher plans to go to see 
Cavalier for himself. 

“The feasibility study is the most 
important document that the ship 
requires,” said Cllr Carter, who 
served on board the Cavalier dur¬ 
ing her last commission which 
ended in the 1970s. 


“I am infinitely more confident 
that we can save her than in the 
two years I’ve bjeen working for her 
preservation,” he said. “We have a 
very, very good chance of succeed¬ 
ing.” 

Present owners of the 
ship, South Tyneside 
Council, have given the 
ship a three-month rep¬ 
rieve from the scrapyard 
to allow time for a rescue 
plan to he put together. Mr 
Carter says he is confident 
that a workable plan can 
be put forward in time. 

Other groups are interested in 
putting the ship on display else¬ 
where - including the Warship 
Preservation Trust which would 
berth her at Liverpool, and a 
prospective Maltese buyer who is 
considering berthing her in the for¬ 


mer Naval base on the island. 

But so far it seems that the 
Medway plan has the strongest 
support from among those inter¬ 
ested in saving the ship. 

The HMS Cavalier Association 
is already proposing that a memor¬ 
ial chapel be set up on board or at 
her berth for the men who died on 
destroyers during World War II - 
more than 150 ships were sunk. 

Association chairman Sid Anning 
wants to get in touch with secre¬ 
taries of ship or flotilla associations 
for support; write to 14 Kipling 
Gardens, Crownhill, Plymouth, PL5 
3DD (01752 768201). 

■ The HMS Cavalier Association 
reunion will be held on May 22-25. 
Contact Mr Anning for details. 

■ Under the new circumstances a 
rally planned for april 25 in 
London has been postponed. 


Fishery patrol ship and 


• Tokens of esteem - Rear Admiral Jonathan Band and Rear 
Admiral Takashi Saito exchange gifts. 

Japanese team 
in naval talks 


A DELEGATION from the 
Japanese Maritime Self 
Defence Force have been in 
talks with their Royal Navy 
counterparts in London. 

The UK/Japan Naval Staff 
Talks were part of an ongo¬ 
ing programme of bilateral 
talks with 15 countries, 
designed to improve rela¬ 
tions by providing a forum 
for friendly navies to share 
experiences and enhance 


international co-operation. 

Whilst in the UK the 
Japanese toured HMS 
Victory, the School of 
Maritime Operations and 
HMS Ocean. 

Rear Admiral Jonathon 
Band, Assistant Chief of 
Naval Staff, also took the 
opportunity to exchange 
gifts with the leader of the 
Japanese delegation, Rear 
Admiral Takashi Saito. 


frigate visit river ports 


• On her way - HMS Anglesey locking out of Docklands. 

Picture: Alexander White of the historic tug Golden Cross. 


Capital visit for 
HMS Anglesey 


• Ipswich calling - Phillip Carter (17), of the Royal Hospital 
School, welcomes HMS Grafton to the port of Ipswich. 

Affiliates flock to 
see ‘their’ warship 


Freedom for 
hospital 

THE FORMER Naval hospital in 
Gosport has been given the 
freedom of the town. 

Personnel at the Royal 
Hospital Haslar, the country’s 
main tri-Service hospital, can 
now parade through Gosport 
and will be invited to major civic 
events. 

A freedom scroll and silver 
casket were received on behalf 
of the hospital by Commanding 
Officer Brigadier Guy Ratcliffe. 


DWARFED by the distinctive 
tower of Canary Wharf, HMS 
Anglesey spent five days in 
Docklands during an informal five- 
day goodwill visit to the Port of 
London. 

The fishery protection vessel 
was open to visitors, and hosted 
guests from the Worshipful 


Company of Fishmongers and the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food. 

It proved to be a welcome break 
from the ship’s normal patrol pat¬ 
tern of ten days at sea, followed by 
two alongside, and gave partners a 
chance to see their spouses - and 
the sights of London. 


FRIGATE HMS Grafton proved 
a popular attraction when she 
paid an informal visit to her 
affiliated town of Ipswich. 

The visit strengthened the 
ship’s links with affiliated 
groups, from 4 Regiment Army 
Air Corps to Royal Hospital 
School, Holbrook. 


More than 7,000 people 
toured the ship over two days, 
some queuing for two hours 
for the chance to go on board. 

The ship’s Commanding 
Officer, Cdr Nick Stanley, was 
also invited to officially unveil 
a road sign in the newly- 
renamed Grafton Way. 
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stroke on April 1 1918, did thousands of men and machines become. 



• Plane line - Sopwith Camels of No3 Naval Squadron ranged up at Bray 
Dunes in January 1918, just over two months before the demise of the RN 



\ Monday. April 1 (Easter Monday) 

So we we-te /o/d we wete Real /Ipsul $ooh £ 


light in 

r the new RAF, which 
afferent phrases at the time. 


• H.R. Hadfield notes with slight irritation the 
novelty surrounding i 
stood for several diffi 



The Royal Naval Air Service was created from the 
Naval wing of the Royal Flying Corps in July 1914. 

At that time it had a strength of 39 conventional 
aeroplanes, 59 seaplanes, of which only half were 
fully operational, and six military airships. Personnel 
strength was 128 officers and 700 ratings. 

Less than four years later, when the RNAS 
merged into the new RAF, there were more than 
2,500 aircraft, 100 airships, and a strength of more 
than 55,000. 

Most were given the choice to move or stay, and 
many switched in the belief there would be little 
chance of flying with the Navy. 

Suddenly there were RAF aircraft and aircrew 
operating from Navy ships - an arrangement which 
has a curiously modem ring to it. 

Some were just caught up in the great movement, 
such as sick berth attendants, with no particular avi¬ 
ation skills or knowledge. 

But the impact of such sweeping changes was 
often felt most keenly in peripheral problems, such 
as ranks and uniforms. 

Diaries from the time usually keep it simple, 
commenting “transferred to RAF” or similar. 

Branch and establishment magazines were rea¬ 
sonable barometers of feelings - magazines such 
as The Quirk , serving the RNAS element at the 
RN College, Greenwich. 

In an advert headed Naval Kit in March, outfit¬ 
ters Thresher and Glenny offered RAF uniforms, 
adding “the new uniform will not be made com¬ 
pulsory until sufficient time has elapsed for exist¬ 
ing uniforms of the RNAS and RFC to be worn 
out.” 

Another advert suggests “give your friends 


THE NEW GOVERNESS , . l ruivyuivi (luvn i yyjvii 11 iwnuo 

__„ BnuK Shake Hands and be Frienasr j who are interested in aviation a copy of Four 

Com6. y * ---—- - of the Air Service ” as thev will “eniov 


• How the switch was seen by The Piloteer 
magazine in April, 1918, with the new governess 
- the RAF - trying to soothe the tempers of the 
Royal Flying Corps and Royal Naval Air Service. 


Songs of the Air Service ,” as they will “enjoy 
singing these invigorating songs”, which included 
Ordered Overseas and Five-and-twenty Bombers . 


» Naval skyblister - Zero-class airship Z-19 pictured in 1917. 


The next edition, on April 30, stated it retained the 
old title of RNAS, and that the subsequent title would 
depend on new conditions under the RAF. 

That edition also refers to long-distance bombing 
raids on Germany by British airmen, and predicts that 
soon machines would carry ten tons 1,000 miles with¬ 
out stopping at speeds of 1 OOmph. 

Another contributor to that edition asks if the ini¬ 
tials RAF stand for “Rivalry All Finished between the 
RNAS and RFC?” 

That point was addressed by a cartoon in the April 
edition of The Piloteer , while The Quirk in the same 
month referred to rumours of an ornate new RAF 
uniform. 

The Piloteer , in an editorial in April, says: “The first 
act of the great amalgamation has been witnessed; and, 
really, there was nothing fearfully exciting about it. 

“On the first of April the Flagstaff flew a different 
pennon; but no mysterious and abrupt transition into 
khaki had occurred. 

“We were all quite normal - members of the RAF 
in the habilments (or togs) of the RNAS...” 

The Battlebag, the journal of the Naval airship base 
at Longside, Aberdeen, amended the legend in a 
front-page Naval crown from RNAS to RAF between 
March and April, and the editor changed from Fit Lt 
Jelliffe RN to Capt Jelliffe RAF. 

Any hopes that the new system would be assimilat¬ 
ed by the May edition were dashed - the officers were 
by then referred to by their new ranks, but the men 
were still known by their old RNAS ratings. 

And there was still the matter of a war to win... 



Photographs, cartoons and diaries provided by the Fleet Air Arm Museum at Yeovilton. For 
details of opening times, admission costs and research archive facilities ring 01935 840181. 


"GOOD BYE-EE! 


• The practical problems of new uniforms was 
addressed by the April 1918 edition of The Quirk, 
the magazine of the RNAS at the RN College, 
Greenwich. At that stage the RAF uniform had not 
been finalised, and there were rumours about how 
ornate it might turn out to be. 


—| The night the Navy gave the dragon’s tail a ‘damned good twist' |— 


Raiders rally 
to the name 
of St George 


a simple 
I - “St Ge 


W signal - “St George for 
England” - Vice 
Admiral Roger Keyes launched 
a raid bordering on the suicidal. 

Yet the assault on Zeebrugge on 
St George’s Day 80 years ago 
became a glorious example of 
Naval courage and resourcefulness. 

Answering the signal, Capt 
Alfred Carpenter, commanding the 
obsolete cruiser HMS Vindictive, 
replied: “May we give the dragon’s 
tail a damned good twist.” 

And off they went, a motley col¬ 
lection of elderly ships packed with 
a strange mixed cargo of daring 
men, explosives and cement. 


Before them lay a heavily-forti¬ 
fied port protecting the mouth of 
the Bruges Canal, a haven for U- 
boats and coastal forces. 

The plan was simple. 

HMS Vindictive, carrying Naval 
and Royal Marines assault parties, 
was to attack the granite Mole, 
which bristled with German guns. 

Converted Mersey ferries 
Daffodil and Iris, also carrying 
assault parties, were detailed to 
push the cruiser against the Mole. 

These actions both created a 
diversion and attempted to knock 
out the threat posed to three fur¬ 
ther obsolete warships, Iphigenia, 
Intrepid and Thetis. 

Two old C-class submarines, now 



floating bombs, were sent to destroy 
the viaduct which served the Mole. 

In addition, a host of destroyers, 
motor boats and launches joined 
the fleet which approached the 
Belgian coast just before midnight. 

The raid was dogged by bad luck. 

A smokescreen was blown away 
by a shift in wind direction, making 
Vindictive a perfect target. 

Returning fire as she stormed in, 
shells knocking lumps off her 
superstructure and killing men by 
the dozen. Vindictive slammed into 
the Mole - hundreds of yards fur¬ 
ther than planned, robbing her 
men of her protective gunfire. 

Many heroes died on the Mole, 
and many were wounded, but 
enough damage was done to give 
the blockships a fighting chance. 

Thetis ran into nets and her 
engines failed as she sank under 
heavy fire - but not before she was 

f uided into the channel, where her 
eel was blown out. 

Intrepid could not quite be 
brought square across the canal, 
but Iphigenia completed the job by 
settling right across the mouth. 

Meanwhile submarine C3, was 
rammed into the viaduct and the 
crew abandoned ship as Lt Richard 
Sandford lit the fuses and brought 
down the structure 

Her sister boat failed to arrive, 
her tow having parted in mid- 


Channel. 

Their job done, the battered 
assault ships simply pulled away 
from the Mole and limped back to 
England. 

More than 1,500 had been 
involved in the hour-long raid. 

Many were deemed worthy of 
the Victoria Cross, and were 
entered into a ballot in which the 
shortlisted chose eight of their 
number they felt most deserving, 
including Carpenter and Sandford. 

There were also 21 
Distinguished Service Orders, 29 
Distinguished Service Crosses, 16 
Conspicuous Gallantry Medals, 
143 Distinguished Service Medals 
and 283 were mentioned in 
despatches for their night’s work. 

The raid effectively blocked the 
canal for more than three weeks - 
but German shipping bottled up 
inland was reprieved. 

The Navy’s air strength had been 
handed to the RAF only three 
weeks before the raid, and no fol¬ 
low-up bombing raids could be 
arranged by the Air Ministry for a 
month, by which time some ships 
had slipped out through newly- 
dredged channels in Zeebrugge. 

■ A parade and memorial ser¬ 
vice is to be held on 
Merseyside on the weekend of 
April 25-26 to commemorate 
the Zeebrugge raid. 
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/^A VERY ’APPY Easter to you me hearties. We re fair swamped with them chocolate 


eggs aboard our ship, even me parrot has snaffled a few to put in the old crow’s nest! 

I ope by the time you’re reading me greetings you have received my little Easter present. 
All the gang on board helped me choose your presents so I hope you liked them. Don’t for¬ 
get to tell all your friends about our club, they can come aboard any time. 

I've been reading all about this 'ere football game in your landlubber newspapers. It 
sounds like a lot of fun and I got me crew to find out more about it. They got to know a lot 
about our England team and it gave them the idea for the World Cup question below. Be 


CAPTAIN Plank is keen on 
loads of sports and often 
takes to the poop deck to 
play tennis, badminton, 
football, rounders and net- 
ball. 

If you have any good stories 
about the sports you play, 
Captain Plank would like to 
hear from you. 

As many of you know, the 
World Cup takes place this 
summer in France, between 
now and then we will be giving 
you clues to people who mjght 
be in the England team. The 
answers will be in the next 
issue... 

Question 1: This goalkeeper 
is in the regular England team, 
plays for a London club, likes 
to sport a moustache and part 
of his last name is talked about 
a lot in Navy News. Can you 
guess who he is? 


LEGOLAND 


Time to get on your bikes! 


C ycling is fun, 
healthy, cheap and 
good for the environ¬ 
ment, so pump up those 
tyres and encourage the 
whole family to get fit for 
the Spring! 

□ Make sure your bike is fit 
for the road. Ask an adult to 
check the basics or take it to a 
cycle shop who will do it for a 
small charge. 


□ Be alert. Look all around 
you before starting and watch 
out for pedestrians. 

Q Choose your route, use 
side streets and avoid very 
busy roads if you can. 

□ Get trained- if you haven’t 
had cycle training, find out 
where you can get it. Your 
school or road safety officer 
should be able to help you. 

□ Always tell a grown-up 
where you are going. 


□ Always wear a helmet that 
fits comfortably and securely. 
The straps should be easy to 
adjust and it should not stop 
you from seeing the road clear¬ 
ly. Only buy a helmet that has a 
CE mark. 

□ Be seen. The right kit can 
help you to be seen, fluores¬ 
cent during the day and reflec¬ 
tive at night. You must use 
front and back lights and have 
a red reflector at night. 


TECHNOCAT ^ 
decided to take 
a ‘paws’ from surfing the 
internet this month to try 
out the latest video games. 

Look out for Nintendo 
64’s Yoshi f s Story to be 
released in April, it’s a total¬ 
ly cod full-time adventure in 
Hand Made World but watch 
out for exploding eggs! It’s a 
game for one player. 

Sega Saturn’s Burning 
Rangers is also set for 
release in April. Hi-tech 
firemen jet-pack around 
the screen looking for civil¬ 
ians amongst collapsing 
skyscrapers and space¬ 
ships, leaping away from 
flash fires, using C02 can¬ 
nons to douse the flames. 

Sony PlayStation’s Cool 
Boarders 2 is a game for 
one or two players and is a 
worthy sequel to the origi¬ 
nal, with lots of variety, 
with plenty of ramps, 
bumps and halfpipes to 
practice awe-inspiring air¬ 
borne tricksl Have fun you 
cool-cat dudes! 


Membership Application Form 

Please enroll me as a member of Captain Plank’s new club. I enclose a postal order/cheque (payable to Navy News) for £3.25. 

Name_Address _ 


A VISIT TO LEGOLAND IS A TREAT 
IT HELPS TO MAKE YOUR LIFE COMPLETE 
WHERE LEARNING REALLY CAN BE FUN 

jwtr Jkjarhymejm jour mvn^ _ 

SEMD YOUR COMPUTED RHYME OH A POSTCARD WITH YOUR 
ROE KAMI AMR ADDRESS TOr 
THE GAMBPIAMK ClUB, MAVY HEWS, HMSMELSOH 
PORTSMOUTH, HANTS P013HH 
CIOSIHB DATE MAY 12tD 1900 

JKJMSiSKClSiSS tSHMAL MS C$MiESP9MDEMC£ Will Bi EMTIMEB IlfTS. 

BMimsHmMTimifMMwrmmjuuiiitEUttiuFMTWscHmTmmL 


Postcode 


Birthdate 


Age 

Special interests: Sport Q Music Q Film/TV Q 

Friends Q Reading Q Other _ 

Do you have any brothers of sisters? Yes/No Names/Ages _ 

Who does this copy of Navy News belong to? Parent | | Grandparent Q Other _ 

Send your completed form, together with postal order/cheque for £3.25, to: Captain Plank’s Club, 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POl 3HH. If you would like any further information before 
applying, call 01705 826040 or 01705 733558 (24-hour ansaphone) 
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April birthdays 


Alexander Merret 
Lloyd Robinson 
Francesa Ingram 
Padraig Anderson 
Jonathon Burford 
Benjamin Skelton 
Guy Hart 
Nicola Smith 
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HAT'S UFE LIKE ON A SHIP? 


T HIS IS a snapshot of daily life on board a Royal 
Navy ship. No two days are ever the same, but 
this will give you a taste of excitement happen¬ 
ing on board. 

It’s the early hours of the morning and most of the ship’s com¬ 
pany are sleeping, but there’s always work to be done and on the 
bridge, men are ready to alert the rest of the ship. 


The operations room is helping 
to check that the direction of the 
ship is 100 per cent accurate. In the 
machinery compartments, checks 
are made to ensure that electrical 
and other important systems are 
running 24 hours a day. 

The rest of the ship is woken at 
six o'clock in the morning because, 
today, an air defence exercise is 
about to start. 

Soon, planes from a Naval air 
station are flying fast overhead and 
their every movement is being 
tracked so those manning the 
weapons know where to direct 
them. 

Operator mechanics use their 
sophisticated sonar equipment to 
locate submarines and decide how 
to attack them. A helicopter launch¬ 
es to practise chasing and attacking 
one so that they will be ready for a 
real-life emergency. 


Suddenly the shout of ‘man 
overboard' goes out on the ship 
and another exercise starts. 

The swimmer of the watch is 
called ready to jump over the side 
with a safety line and a rescue ves¬ 
sel is lowered to recover a 
dummy. 

Action packed 

At nine o’clock at night the 
day still isn’t over for some. 
Switchboard drills are taking 
place and special sea dutymen 
are on call to prepare the ship 
for harbour, and soon she is 
safely anchored. 

As you can see, a typical day is 
full of action, but that doesn’t 
mean that there isn’t time to 
relax. People in the Royal Navy 
work very hard but have lots of 
fun, too! 



Th«rt art 10 dHftrtn cM In Picture B to Picture A. Ring thorn 
round and Mod your comp l eted entry to: "Spot the 
Dif f er once* The Gang Plank Club, HMS Nelson, Q u ea n S t ree t . 
Portsmouth Hants POI 3HH 
C ot m pmi iti on doses 11th May f 


NAME.AGE. 

ADDRESS . 

.POSTCODE . | 

Competition sponsored by Directorate of Naval Recruitment J 


This feature is sponsored by 

LOCKHEED MARTIN 



' ST DUNSTAN’S ABBEY ' 

SCHOOL PLYMOUTH 

DAY AND BOARDING SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 2'/2 -18 

★ High Academic Standard 
it Dyslexia Unit 

★ Drama A Speciality 

★ Single Bedrooms 




w 


Telephone for a prospectus: 01752 201350 

A Charity providing quality education for children. 
Registered Charity number 306736 


LOMOND SCHOOL 

- Helensburgh near Glasgow - 

The best in the West' 

This is the boarding school with the best academic 
results in the West of Scotland 

This is the school with a state of the art new main build¬ 
ing being opened at the end of this session 

This is the school with a caring reputation and a real 
commitment to achievement 

If you want a happy, fulfilling, high quality education for 
your son or daughter please contact:- 

The Headmaster Mr Angus Macdonald 
Lomond School 

10 Stafford Street, Helensburgh, 

Argyll and Bute G84 9JX 
Tel: 01436 672476 Fax: 01436 678320 
E-Mail: admin@lomond-school.demon.co.uk 
WWW: HTTP://www.GCS-NET.Co.UK/Lomond/ 


Education 


ST PETROC’S SCHOOL 

Ocean View Road, Bude, Cornwall, 
EX23 8NJ 

Tel: (01288) 352876 
Headmaster: R.N. Baird, BA., P.G.C.E. 

Would your child benefit from the following? 

•Class sizes between 12 and 16 
•Individual attention 
•Academic reports every 3 weeks 
• Well-disciplined, friendly environment 
•Staff who care and encourage 

St Petroc’s is a preparatory school catering for boys and girts 
from the age of 3 to 14 years. From the age of 7, 
children may board (weekly or full boarding) 

St Petroc’s accepts the full B.SA. as payment of fees 

A registered charity (number 306578) founded to provide education 



TRINITY 










SCHOOL 


BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL 
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
PREPARATORY 3-11 SENIOR 11-18 


• A well disciplined friendly, caring environment with 
individual attention 

• Excellent academic opportunities 

• Christian Ethos 

• 14 Advanced Level subjects plus NVQ and GNVQ offered 

• One residential member of staff for every 10 boarders 

• Bursaries available for service children 


For further details please contact Mrs Collins 01626 774138 

-TRINITY SCHOOL- 


BUCKERIDGE ROAD • TEIGNMOUTH • DEVON • TQ14 8LY 
TEL (01626) 774138 


V Trinity School is a charitable institute for the education of children 

Member of ISA - Reg. Charity No 276960 - Accredited by ISJC 


J 



TO ADVERTISE YOUR SCHOOL IN OUR 
NEXT EDUCATION FEATURE CALL 
LYNDA ON 01705 725062 



THE RIGHT STEP 
lor Hie FUTURE 

SOYS A GIRLS 3 - It 

day, weekly, M boarding 


I Einbley Park 
School 

Ramsey. Hampshire. S05J 6ZE 


Registered Charity 
existing to educate children 


Tel: (01794) 5I22U6 Tux:\iU794) 51X7*7 
e-mail: einhlewnark.st lutol (ri vimin.net 


PARK LODGE 
NURSERY & PREP 
SCHOOL 


Helensburgh’s small unique independent school 
• A school small enough to enable each child to work at an 
individual level and pace. 


• A school where no child is unhappy, bored or fails to make 
excellent progress. 

• A school which provides before and after school care 
(8.00am - 5.30pm) in all departments. 

PARK LODGE SCHOOL 

17 Charlotte Street - Helensburgh - Dunbartonshire 
TEL: 01436 673008 
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Appointments I Points 


Commodore R. P. Stevens to 

be promoted Rear Admiral and to 
be Flag Officer Submarines in 
succession to Rear Admiral J. F. 
Perowne. Aug. 4. 

Commodore M. W. Rickard to 
be promoted Rear Admiral and to 
be Senior Naval Member of 
Directing Staff, Royal College of 
Defence Studies in succession to 
Rear Admiral J. H. A. J. Armstrong 
who is retiring. May 5. 

A/Capt C. A. Snow to be CO 
HMS Coventry. May 21. 

Cdr C. C. C. Johnstone to be 
CO HMS Iron Duke, April 9. 

Cdr S. J. Kenny to be CO HMS 
Newcastle. April 26. 

Lt Col M. N. Spicer RM to be 
CO Comacchio Group RM. July 7. 

Lt Cdr P. M. Bennett to be CO 
HMS Exeter in rank of A/Cdr. April 
20 . 

Lt Cdr P. B. Horn to be CO 
HMS Middleton April 21. 

Lt Cdr D. J. Bewick to be CO 
HMS Bridport. July 3. 

Lt Cdr I. A. McGhie to be CO 
HMS Leeds Castle. June 2. 

Lt Cdr A. P. Hall to be CO 
HMS Ranger and CO Gibraltar 
Sqn. June 5. 

Lt Cdr T. H. Hulme to be CO 
HMS Puncher and OIC URNU 
London. May 27. 

Lt Cdr P. J. Houghton to be 
OIC URNU Oxford. May 26. 

Lt D. S. Jardine to be CO HMS 
Charger and OIC URNU 
Liverpool. March 17. 


THE FOLLOWING shows the total points of 
ratings at the top of each advancement roster 
for Petty Officer and Leading Rates in March 
after issue of B13s 

Intermediaries (tot) irxficates that person¬ 
nel can be advanced before they are eligible 
to receive merit points or before the roster 
can be adjusted to take account of them. 
This means that personnel are advanced in 
■basic date’ order Dates shown against ’tor 
rosters are the baste dates of the top eligible 
personnel. 

The number following the points (or basic 
date) is the number advanced in March. 

CCMEAML 79 (27.6,97). Nil; 

CCMEAEL Int (7.10.971, Nil 


CCMEAMLSM - Dry. Nil; CCMEAELSM 
Dry. NH; CCWEAADC Dry. Nil; CCWEAW- 
D<5 Dry, NH; CCWEAADCSM Dry. Nil; 
CCWEAWDOSM Dry. NH; CCAEAM - 227 
(1.9.95). Nil; CCAEAR - 150 (1.9.96). Nil; 
CCAEAWL - 313(1.9.94), NH. 

POfEWXO) - 351 (15.3.94), 2; LS(EW) - 
Int (12.3 96). Nil; PO(M) 174 (14.3.95). 2; 
LS(M) 80 (10.10.95). NH; PO(R) 432 

(12.10.93) 1; LS(R) 121 (10.7.95). 1; PO(S) 
133 (11.7.95), 2; LS(S) 434 (15.6.93), 3; 

PO(D) 622 (14.7.92). Nil; LS(D) 698 
(16.12.91) Nil; PO(MWXO) - Int (13.1.98). 1; 
LS(MW) - Int (11.3.97). Nil; PO(SR) - 388 

(12.10.93) . Nil; LS(Sfl) 182 (14.2.95). 1; 
PO(SEA) 639 (14.7.92). NH. 

k>CY 558 (9.6.92), 1; POPS 625 

(9.6.92) , Nil; POCO 264 (11.10.94). Nil; 
LRO - 377 (12.10.93). 2 (See last paragraph); 
POPT - 529 (13.10.92). NH; RPO 652 

(10.3.92) , 1; POMEM(L)(GS) Dry. 1; 
LmEAKLXGS) Int (11.11.97). NH; POMEM- 
(MXGS) - 450 (12.12.92). 19. LMEM(M)(GS) 

- 290 (14.7.94). 4; POWEM(0) - 173 (7.3.95), 

Nil; LWEM(0) 178 (6.3.95). NH; POWEM- 
(RXGS) 316 (3.5.94). 11; LWEM(RXGS) 
328 (9.3.94), Nil; POCA(GS) 691 (21.6.90). 
Nil: LCH(GS) 507 (5.11.92). 1: 

POSTD(GS) - 769 (28.8.91). Nil; LSTD(GS) 

- 312 (17.2.94), Nil; POSA(GS) 471 
(8.3.93). Nil; LSA(GS) - 278 (24.3.94), Nil; 
POWTR(GS) 503 (27.5.93). 3. LWTR(GS) 

416 (12.7.93), 3; POMA Int (9.1.96), 2; 
LMA 96(12 9.95). Ntl. 

» SMXO) 729 (19.12.91), Nil; 
- 661 (7.11.91). NH; POfTSXSM) 
- 432 (31.8.93). NH; LS(TSXSM) - 489 


Promotions to Chief 


AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafting to March tor the totowmg to be 
advanced to Acting Charge Chief 
Artificer,Technician 
S.D.Spratt (CTCRM). 

Authority was issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafting to March tor the following rat¬ 
ings to be promoted: 

OPERATIONS (SEAMAN GROUP) 

To CPO(EW)(0) D. McKellar 
, Gloucester i 

To CPO(M) C.W. Godson (NBC 

Portsmouth), A.P Myers (Gloucester). N.P. 
Wafcer (Dryad). P.M.S. Barker (Nottingham). 
To CPO(S) - A.R. Moss (Raleigh). 

OPERATIONS (COMMUNICATIONS) 
REGULATING AND PT 

To CPOCY - A R. Pttt (Northumberland). 
To CPOPT M.D. Crouch (RNAS 

Coldrose). 

To MAA - K.R.J. Baftoch (AST.N), LS. 
Dermott (Somerset). 

SUPPLY 

To CPOSTD R. Cooper (Endurance). 

MEDICAL 

To CPOMA - R.W. Turner (Nelson), A.V. 
Ebdon (RNAS Portland). A. Robinson 
(Endurance). 

MARINE ENGINEERING MECHANIC 
To CPOMEM(M) D McDonald (Neptune 
NT). PA. Henderson (Raleigh). 

FLEET AIR ARM 

To CPOAEM(R) - DA Pottle (DGA(N) 
ASE MASU) 

SUBMARINE SERVICE 
To CPORS<SM) - D.C. Ross (Spartan). 
CPO ART1FICERTECHNICIAN 

Commodore Naval Drafting has been 
notified of the following advancements which 
were made by commanding officers: 

To CPOMEA - C D Rose (Neptune NT). 
J. White (Manchester). 

To ACPOMEA - I.A Clark (Sultan). D.L.V. 
Farmer (Southampton), P.T. Hodgms (Drake 
CFM). C.D. Jones (CFM Portsmouth). M.A. 
Richardson (Excellent). 

To CPOWEA - M R. Batedon (Richmond), 
C.R. Beaton (Somerset). T.P.T. Clarke 
(Captain SM2). C.L Hensman (Victohous 


Port). S.J. Thompson (Monmouth). 

To ACPOWEA S.M. Day (Vanguard 
Port). J.D. Edwards (Sovereign), A.F. 
Kingham (Spartan), S.D. Pratt (Trafalgar). 
S.W.H. Scott (Vanguard Port) 

To CPOAEA R.A. Dob*e (815 FH 227). 
G.P. Scott (815 FH 241). 

To CPOCT - C.D. Lawson (IHustnous). 

To ACPOCT C.P. Slack (JSSU Oakley). 
K.M. Baca no (JSSU Oakley). M.F. Poole 
(JSSU Oakley). 


Deaths 


Cdr Clive Gwilliam. NATO HQ. Brussels. 
Feb. 8. 


Rear Admiral Charles Shepherd C8, 

»r whose 


engin 

ensured that the Polaris submarine 


work 


» pro- 

was completed on time and withm 
xenfice 


gramme 

budget. Joined RN as artificer apprentice 
(1933). commissioned 1940. Ships: Repulse, 
Hero (Narvik), Royal Sovereign, Gambia 
(Pacific). Crispin, Girdle Ness (Trials Liaison 
Officer). Technical Director UK Polaris 
Weapon System 1962-68. Director Project 
Teams (Submarines) 1968-71. Deputy 
Controller (Polaris) 1971-73. Retired 1974. 
Member RN Officers Association. Aged 80. 

Matrorvin-Chief Christina Thompson 
QARNNS Served 1948-73. Served in hospi¬ 
tal ship HMS Maine during Korean War. 
Principal Matron RNH Bighi. Mafia 1964-67. 
Matron RNH Haslar 1967-70. Matron-in- 
Chief of QARNNS 1970-73. Feb. 18m aged 
79. 

Capt Richard Henry (Dicky) Courage 

OBE, DSC. served 1923-58. Ships. Dunedin, 
London. Scytta (Arctic Convoy PQ18). Duke 
of York (North Cape). IHustnous. Flamingo 
(CO). Blackcap (CO). Only Naval officer to 
own and nde winner of Grand Military Gold 
Cup. Also rode and finished to Aintree Grand 
National. Aged 88. 

Capt Ronald Robert (Ron) Ashby DSC 

and Bar. RNVR. served 1937-48. Joined HK 
RNVR. Served to MTBs - MTB 107 (CO). 
Rescued officers and men as Japanese 
invaded Hong Kong. Joined Coastal Forces 
to UK; HMS Grey Fox. MTB 670 (CO) and 


(19.1.93). Nil; PORS(SM) - 573 (13.10.92) 
2; LRO(SM) 385 (8.6.93), Nil 

POMEMfLWSM) - Int (29.4.97). 4 

LMEM(L)(SM) 96 (9.9.95). 1 

POMEM(MXSM) Dry. Nil; LMEM<MXSM) 

Int (3.7.96 , Nil; POWEM(RXSM) - 569 
(3.11.92). Nil; LWEM(RXSM) - 902 (25.6.90), 
NH; POSA(SM) - Int (3.12.97). Nil; LSA(SM) 
- Int (8.7.96). 1; POWTR(SM) - Int 

(12.12.96). 2; LWTR(SM) - 361 (25.11.93). 2; 

POCA(SM) - Int (26.3.9 ‘ - 

(29.7.90) * 

Nil; ‘ 


3; LCH(SM) 927 
NH; POSTDfSM) 765 (2.12.90). 
SM) - 1287 (20.10.87). NH. 


).87). 

POA(AH) - 1039 (2.5.89). Nil. LA(AH) 
570 (8.11.91), 1; POA(METOC) - Int 

(27.2.97). NH; LA(METOC) - 67 (2.10.95). 1; 
POA(PHOT) - 993 (6.2.90 . NH; POA(SE) 
758 (28.10.91), NH; LA(SE) - 125 (24.7.95). 
Nil; POACMN 498 (12.11.92), 1; 

POAEM(M) 330 (21.4.94), NH; LAEM(M) ' 
490 (23.7.92). 3; POAEM(R) Int (2.10.97) 
3; LAEM(R) - 602 (30,4.92). 1; POAEMfL) - 
“ r. Nil; LAEM(L) - 437 (17.6.93). 1; PDAC 


V(R) - 430 (14.9.93). NH; LW(R) - Dry. 
NH; POW(RS) 699 (24.9.91), 1; LWRO 
781 (12.3.91), Nil; POWPT 568 (7.5.92). 
NH; RPOW 597 (10.3.92). NH; TOWCA 
Dry. Nil; LWCH Dry. Nil; POWSTD 933 
(16.7.90), NH; LWSTD 550 (22.10.92). Nil; 
POWSA 140 (1.8.95). Nil; LWSA Dry. Nil; 
POWWTR 490 (26.3.93). Nil; LWWTR 
351 (17.3.94). Nil; POWWTR(G) Int 
(11.7.97), NH. POW(METOC) Dry. NH; 
T(METOC) Dry, Nil; POW(PHOT) 351 
NH; POWAEM(M) - Int (20.3.97). 
Dry. Nil; POWAEM<R) 
586 (28.6.91). 1; 


492 


LW(I 

(5.10.93), 

NH; LWAEM(M) Dry. 

Dry. Nil; LWAEM(R) 

POWAEMfL) - Dry, NH; LWAEM(L) - Dry. 
POWETS 916(15.11 90). Nil; LWETS 
(22.9.92). NH. 

LWTEL 615 (3.12.91). NH; POWWA 
486 (10.3.93). Nil; LWWA - 622 (30.10.91). 
Nil; POWDHYG Int (14.12.95). Nil; POWD- 
SA Ini (9.6.97). Nil; LWDSA - Int (25.7.96). 
Nil; POEN(G) Dry. Nil; LEN(G) Dry. NH; 
PONN - 326 (11 1.94). 1; POMA(Q) Dry. Nil; 
LMA(Q) - Dry. NH. 

PO(AWW) Int (17.12.96). Nil; LOM- 
(AWW) Int (6.5.97). Nil; PO(AWT) - Int 
(2.10.97). Nil. LOM(AWT) - Int (9 9.97). Nil; 
PO(UW) - Dry. Nil; LOM(UW) - Ini (9.9.97) 
Nil; PO(EW) - Int (24.7.97). Nil; LOM(EW) 
Int (30.7.97). NH; PO(MW) - Int (15.7.97), Nil 
LOM(MW) tot (14.10.97). NH; POfCl Dry 
NH; LOM(C) - Int (15.8.97), Nil; PO(SSM) 
lot (25.11.96). Nil; LOM(S$M) - Int (29.1.97) 
6; PO(TSM) Int (11.7.96), Nil; LOM(TSM) 
Int (13.2.96), Nil; PO(CSM) - 411 (8.6.93) 
Nil; LOM(CSM) - Int (27.11.96). Nil 

PO(WSM) 313 (3.5.94), NH; - 

627 (24.1.92). NH. 

The basic dates quoted for female ratings 
to the following categories, which have no 
examination tor the next higher rate, are 
applied to accordance with BR1066 Chapter 
22 ; 

POWTEL - 763 (1.4.93), Nil; 

The number of B13s issued in the female 
categories are those advanced from the 
female shore roster. 


Senior Officer 33rd MTB Flotilla (Atlantic and 
Mediterranean!; Senior Officer Arakan 
Forces 1944; HMS Duncansby Head until 
1948. Aged 87. 

Cdr Clive Gwinner DSO and Bar. DSC. 
WW2 convoy escort commander. Served 
1922 1 950s. Served in submarines and HMS 
Alrestord, Clare (CO). Lutworth (CO) - sank 
Itaftan submarine. Woodcock (CO) with 2nd 
Escort Group under Capt Wafcer. Affleck 
(CO) inducing Normandy, HMS Victorious 
(XO). March 9, aged 89. 

Lt Cdr John Cooper DSC and Bar. 
RNVR. served 1940-45 as FAA pilot. Ships; 
Victorious (809 Sqn Atoacores. Arctic con¬ 
voys. raid on Kirkenes; HMS Searcher (CO. 
882 Sqn Wildcats. Tirprtz raid 1944) Aged 
80. 

Capt John Smallwood, served 1937 62. 
Ships: HMAS Vendetta and to Mediterranean 
and on Atlantic convoys; HMS Vanguard (as 
Commander) for Royal Family's S. Africa tour 
1947 After leaving RN became prtodpaf 
training officer and warden of Elder 
Dempster’s (shipping line) River House. 
Later Operations Director when Elder 
Dempster merged with Blue Funnel. Played 
rugby for the Navy 1937. Jan 3, aged 85. 

Prof. Sir Harry Hinsley. Admiralty 
Intelligence officer who played leading rote to 
breaking German Enigma code in WW2. 
Feb. 16. aged 79. 

Noel Ordman, served as lieutenant on 
Earl Mountbatten's staff in Ceylon during 
WW2 (engineering and mtelfigen<»). Former 
Deputy Director Port of London Authority. 
Feb. 25. aged 78. 
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Big Offer 


This toigii & Tresdy ciiiwres’s 

SWEATSHIRT IS A MST FOR EVERY 

rot \g Jack - a\d Jill or coirse! 
Hardwlarimg h//// WE Yin News 


LOGO OS Till: FROST 



me p+p 


- 22". 24" 

Yellow - 22" 24". 32" 
- 22". 24". 30" 

limited stock nruilahte 


W Surface Mull AtpoThe Business Manager. 

Navy News. 
HMS NELSON. Portsmouth. 

Hants POI 3HH 

hequos payable to Navy Nows to accompany orders. For orders 
te the UK payment can be made by Cheque International Money 
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NAVY NEWS looks back through its 
pages to recall some of the April head¬ 
lines of past decades... 


THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 


40 years ago 



SPEAKING to Navy News in the wake of the 
Defence White Paper, the First Sea Lord, Earl 
Mountbatten, said the Navy had to be streamlined, 
and non-essentials would have to be denied: 

“Consider what lies ahead. New ships: new radar 
with greatly improved performance and married to 
new display systems for air defence; a new gener¬ 
ation of NavaJ aircraft, faster than sound, soon to 
be in service with the Fleet; nuclear submarines, 
with their fantastic potentialities; the commando- 
carrier, an entirely new conception of fighting ves¬ 
sel, with its Royal Marines Commando and heli¬ 
copters as well as landing craft to transport them." 


30 years ago 


SURVEY SHIP HMS Hecla was reported 
News to be ready to undertake one of the 
surveying tasks ever attempted. 

Having finished a refit in Devonport, the ship - 
now complete with “computer devices which have 
cost about £70,000", the first such system outside 
the USA - was preparing to chart an area of the 
North Atlantic the size of the whole of Ireland. 


20 years ago 


• HMS Hecla , which In April 1968 was about to 
undertake one of the biggest surveying tasks 
ever attempted. 


THE NAVY was preparing to launch an alcohol- 
education programme, backed by a series of six, 
three-minute films. Using a mixture of actors and 
real sailors, the films showed the dangers of drink¬ 
ing to excess. 


Swop drafts 


LWEM(R) Layboume, HMS Westminster. 
BFPO 426. drafted RAF Dioby (PV billet. 
Lincoln/Nottingham), July. Will consider any 
Portsmouth shore draft. 

CH Seaman Ajax Galley. HMS Raleigh, 
drafted 814 NAS. May. Will swop for any 
Plymouth ship deploying or not. 

LCH Tomlinson, 5EP Mess. HMS 
Invincible. BFPO 308. drafted HMS Drake. 
WiH swop tor any Portsmouth area draft. 

STD Hendrick. HMS Raleigh, drafted 
HMS Westminster. Aug. 2. Will swop for 
Plymouth ship deploying or not 

WSTD Parr. 6TSf Mess. HMS Invincible. 
BFPO 308. drafted RNAS Yeovifion. June 3. 
WiH swop for any Portsmouth shore draft. 

AB(R) S. E. Russell. HMS Iron Duke. 
BFPO 309 - LS(R) billet. Will swop for 
Devonport Type 22/23. 

LWWTR Elliott. HMS ColHngwood ext 
2332. drafted Northwood. May 26. Wil swop 
for any Portsmouth/Gosport shore base 


Mervyn Philip Piper, ex-CPO. served 
1939-69. Ships: Penelope. Aurora. Myngs. 
Loch Fada. Boxer. Warrior. Maindstone. 
Apollo, Tyne. Hermes. Member o< the HMS 
Penelope Association Jan. 10. aged 81. 

Frederick Satterfield ex CPO. served 
1937-65. Ships included HMS Sussex. Aged 
83 

Ken Price. HMS Sheffield 1940-43. 
Member of HMS Sheffield Association. 

Lt W. E. Topllss RNVR, served 1939-46. 
Sh»6: President. Royal Arthur. Negro. ML 
276. ML 539 (CO). LCG 5 (CO), LCG 424 
(CO). Member of Royal British Legion 
Tilehurst Branch. Aged 84. 

Dennis Potter. Sig.. served HMS 
Rotherham 1942-44. Member of HMS 
Rotherham Association. Feb. 10. aged 76. 

Phil (Stagger) King, ex-ERA. served 
1942-46. Snips: Formidable. Nelson. 
Nonsuch. Implacable. Newcastle. Whitsand 
Bay. Feb. 24, aged 71. 

Ken Price, member of HMS Sheffield 
Association. Feb 4. 

Bill Arkrn. member of HMS Sheffield 
Association. Jan. 31. 

Ernest Stillwell member of LST Club 
(LST 363. 

Jim Roberts, member of LST Club (LST 
315). 

Jack Harris, founder member and secre- 
lary/treasurer of Yorks West Riding Branch of 
Russian Convoy Club, and member of White 
Ensign Club. Feb. 7. aged 75. 

A. F. Brtggs. member of Sheffield 
Association. Feb. 27. aged 76. 

Frank Thomas Herring, served 1949 60. 
Ship6: Dainty. Whirlwind. Member ot HMS 
Crossbow Association. Feb. 27, aged 67. 

John Scott, ex-FCMEA(P). served 1948 
77. Ships included HMS Tiger and MCMVs. 
destroyers, frigates. 

Fred Beale, member of Algerines 
Assocation (ex AB. Plucky 1943-47T Feb 
14. 

Percy A. Harlow, member of Algerines 
Association (exMechl. Pincher 1946 47) 
Feb. 14 

Edward Willoughby, member of 
Algerines Association (ex-LS, Pincher 1944- 
45). Feb. 17. 

Robert Morrisey. member of Algerines 
Assoaatton (ex-AP RP3, Flying Fish 1946- 
47). Feb. 17. 

Chris Southall, member of Algerines 
Assoaation (L/Sig, Coquette 1945-46). Feb 
23 

Neville James, member of Algerines 
Assoaation (ex-Tel. Lioness 1951-53). Feb. 
27. 

John (Jake) Ross. ex-C/Sgt RM 
Commandos assault engineer. Served in 
Aden, N. Ireland. Fa Wands Feb. 14. aged 
50. 

Ernest Ashford, ex-C/Sgt RM. served 
1926-47. Stkp6: Hood. Devonshire. Berwick, 
Rodney. Duke of York. Worked at BRNC 
Dartmouth for 24 years. March 6. 

Eddy (Beau) Edmonds, ex-submanne 
COXN. Ships: Reclaim. Dreadnought. 
Cachalot. Valiant, Orpheus. Swrftsure. Feb 
19. 

Gordon Glass, ex-L/Sig.. served 1943- 
46. Member of HMS Unicom Association 
Dec. 31. 

Derek (Smofcey) Bartlett ex-LSA, 

served 1949-51. Treasurer HMS Unicorn 
Association Jan. 14 

George (Scouse) Hauxwell. ex- 

LREM(A). served 1949-51. Member of HMS 
Unicorn Association Jan. 28. 

William (Nick) Nichols. ex-L/Mech.. 
served 1951-54. Member of HMS Unicorn 
Association. March 5. 

Fred Pearce, ex-CPO(EA1), served 
s (Mafia 


NA(AH) R. S. Callow, Fire Station. RNAS 
Portland, drafted HMS Invtooble. June 1. Will 
swop for HMS Illustrious. 

OM(AW)1 Henry (ADAWS), HMS 
Edinburgh. BFPO 277, will swop for any 
Portsmouth ship not deploying or near end of 
deployment. 

LMA J. Ntcholls, CTCRM Lympstone. 
drafted RN Gibraltar. June. Will consider any 
UK draft. 

WTR Richardson. HMS Lancaster. 
BFPO 323 (deploying), will consider any ship 
not deploying, preferably Portsmouth based. 

LWWTR O'Connor. RM Poole (93884 
2338). wifi swop for Portsmouth area draft. 

LCH Bailey. HMS Neptune Main GaHey, 
will swop for any Portsmouth shore base. 

OM(C)1 Gill (9375 4277 or 0385 285630). 
HMS Cromer. BFPO 260 (Fasiane) until Aug 
99. Will swop for any Plyrrvouth/Portsmouth 
Type 22/23/42 or CVS. 

LWRO(U) Tttmus, Commcen Whitehall 


Hardy (Arctic convoys). Capetown 
(Normandy). Member ot Russian Convoy 
Club and 26th Destroyer Flotilla Association 
March 17. aged 80 

Arthur J. (Taft) Heard, joined 1967. 
Ships. Ariadne. Drake. Feb. 17. 

Tug Wilson. ex-LAEM. served 1968-82. 
Served to 809 NAS. HMS Heron and HMS 

Edward (Ted) King. ex-HMS Aurora 
(WW2). Jan. 14. 

James TVriss. served 1940-45. Ships: Fiji 
(survivor of Battle of Crete), Brissenden, 
Queen Elizabeth. Feb. 14. aged 80. 

Austin Gower. ex-SBA. Ship6 included 
HMS Opportune (Arctic convoys). Feb. 15. 

Charles Blended, served in HMS 

Mangold (WW2). Feb. 14. 

Donald Gordon Deaves. served 1949 
59. Ships: St Vincent, Swrftsure. Superb. 
Snipe. Pembroke. Centaur. Jufair. President. 
Feb. 16. aged 63. 

R. W. Cook, social secretary N. London 
branch of RN Patrol Service Association. 
Served in HMS Nogi. Feb. 4. aged 80. 
ASSOCIATION Of RN OFFICERS 
Cdr A. S. Clover RNR Ships; Ceres. 
Sheba. Skirmisher. 

Cdr R. C. J. Dreyer MVO. Ships: Dragon. 
Berwick. Iron Duke. Hobart. Renown. Hathi. 
Corunna, Ausonia. Saker. President. 
Nalisbon. 

Capt E. T. Graham OBE. Ships: Furious, 
Birmingham. Illustrious. St Angek). Excellent 
Lt Cdr R. W. Harper Ships: Seahawk. 
Osprey. Nelson. 815 NAS. 

Cdr Sir David Mackworth Bt. Ships: 
Thames. Eagle, Suffolk. President. Jupiter, 
Drake. 

Lt R. J. Mordaunt VRD. RNVR. Ships: 
King George V. Queen Elizabeth. 

Matron B. B. ' 

RNS. 

Capt. J. M. A. Wilson Ships: Boadicea. 
Onslow. Gambia. Liverpool. Excellent. 


WllUamson ARRC. QAR 


1938-60. Ships: Furious (HZ 


ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
Bob Pitman, president Reading and lor 
mer treasurer Member of Old (Austrians and 
HMS Glasgow Associations. Aged 80. 

Vic Viney, Reading and member of 
Reading RMA. 

P. J. Godward, Nottingham. 

Richard Dlllon-Whlte. vice chairman 
Dartford. Served 1947 55.Jan. 30. aged 67. 

Glyn Jones, former chairman Liverpool 
and former vice chairman No. 10 Area 
Committee. Latterly chairman Liverpool RNA 
Club. Joined RN 1944 and served as AB in 
destroyers. 

Harold Baxter Gosport. ex-CPO Sto 
Aged 65 

Jim (Scotty) Scott. Gosport, ex-MAA 
Chatham Div Aged 79. 

Arthur Moffatt. treasurer. St Austell. Ex- 
AB served WW2 in Combined Ops 

Percy (Pip) Shepherd. Torbay and 
Crowthome branches Ex-LS. served 1940- 
46. Atlantic and Med. Jan. 6. aged 81 

Alan Morris, vice chairman and deputy 
standard bearer. Basingstoke. Ships: St 
Brides Bay. Delight. HMS Ganges 
Association member. Jan. 30. aged 59. 

D. Pttt, Bloxwtch Aged 83 
F. Haynes. Bloxwich. Ex-DEMS rating. 
Aged 79. 

R. Hart, founder member Macclesfield. 
Served to FAA 1940-46. Aged 75. 

Bruce Cruickshank. S. Ontario. Served 
1939-46 Ships: Suffolk. Excellent. King 
George V. Indomitable. Served 25 years to 
Toronto Police. Jan. 25, aged 77. 

Ernie Pringle. Wansbeck. Ex-AM(E), 
FAA 1942-46. Ships: Khedive. Indefatigable 
convoys), (899 NAS). Member of Indefatigable 


ext 83162 or 83060. drafted NICS TARE. 
Northwood. July. Will consider any other 
Northwood/Soutnem draft. 

LMEM(L) Young. HMS Sheffield. 
Devonport ext 53720. deploying June. Will 
consider any draft, deploying or not. 

MEM(M) Maclean. HMS Sheffield. 
Devonport ext 53720. deploying June, will 
consider any Devonport ship not deploying. 

CHI R. B. Johnstone. HMS Neptune ext 
8221, drafted HMS Inverness. July. WiH swop 
for any Plymouth ship deploying or not. 

CHI D. Phillips, HMS Raleigh ext 41296. 
drafted HMS Campbeltown (Ptymouth), in 
refit until Sept. Due to join June 25. Will con¬ 
sider any Type 23 deploying. 

LSA North. HMS Cardiff. BFPO 249. 
deploying. Will swop for any Devonport ship. 

WOM(C) Wills. 3Q Mess. HMS 
Cumberland. BFPO 261 (OM2/AOM1 billet) 
Deploying. Sept. Wifi swop for Devonport 
Type 22/23 noi deploying. 


Association. 

Thomas Dick. Portsmouth. Ex-L/Sto. 
Ships: Berwick. Suffo*. Barham. Feb. 17. 
aged 93. 

Mrs Nita Clayton, life member 
Portsmouth Feb 13, aged 61 

Harold Joseph Wemham. former chair 
man Thame. Ex-RM. joined 1934, Deal 
School of Music. Ships: Royal Oak. FiS (sur¬ 
vivor of sinking of both). Dec., aged 77. 

Dennis Noble, Stockton-on-Tees. Ships 
included HMS Chequers. 

James Smurttrwaite, Stockton-on Tees 
Ex-Dtver. Ships included HMS Forth. 

John Newby. We member Stockton on 
Tees. 

Ray Lucas, Stockton-on-Tees. Ex-DEMS 
rating and HMS Hood. 

Frederick George Harding DSM. 
Sidcup. Ships included HMS Gambia. Feb. 
10. aged 76. 

Robert Henry Harper. Ipswich, served 
1926-49. Ex-CPO Shipwright. Ships: 
Endeavour. Tarantula (China Station). 
Renown. Ramillies, Valiant. Cardiff, Cornwall 
(1939-41). Liverpool (Med. and Arctic con¬ 
voys). Put to charge of repair work after 
Liverpool torpedoed in starboard bow. Suez 
and Sialy 1943. HM ships Ocean. Ausonia. 
Aged 94. 

Sid Merryfteid. past president and We 
vice president. Wigston & Dtst. Feb. 26. aged 

77. 

Elliot Percy Joshua (Josh) Thomas. 

Brecon. Ex-L/Sig, served 1930-45. Sbip6: 
Emperor of India. Revenge, Dorsetshire. 
Codrington. Furious. Naiad. Cygnet. Delhi. 
Feb. 28. aged 85. 

Jack Noakes. Thurrock. Served 1918-19 
and 1925-45. Ships: Lion, Velox, Vivacious, 
Royal Sovereign, Ambuscade. Danae. Dee. 
Skipjack. York, Emerald. Walrus. Rowena. 
Alisma. Jan. 30. aged 97. 

George Hoddy. committee member and 
former secretary Walton-on-Naze. Served 
1939-46 as sparks’. Ships: Cardiff. Roebuck, 
Rotherham. Burma. 

Hughie Walsh, former secretary Wafton- 
on Naze Ex-S»g . served 1941 46 Ships: 
LST CIO and 403. Pembroke. Braganzal 
Member of LST Club. 

John Holmes, founder member Bromley, 
and Bromley branch of SOCA. Ships: Taba/d, 
Sentinel. Cockatrice. Dolphin Aged 63 
G. Parry. Crewe, served 1943-53. 
Member of Coastal Forces Association and 
HMS Cadiz Association 

George Kenneth Holliday, secretary and 
founder member Pwllheli. Last ship. HMS 
Sussex. Aged 74. 

William Dewdney. Harrworth. Served in 
HMS Glendower. 

Margot Jones. Hanworth. Ex-WRNS. 
HMS President. 


XJ 


n n behalf of the 

L /family of the 
late Commander 
A C GWILL1AM RN. 

Mrs Sue Gwilliam would like to 
thank Clive’s friends and 
colleagues for their many 
messages of sympathy and 
support which have helped them 
through this very sad time. 
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Nairy JOBS IN NEW ZEALAND 


you’//go places 


6 


The Royal New Zealand Navy is currently looking for 
service persons or recent ex-service persons to 

fill the following vacancies: ^ 


* Marine Engineering Officers 

* Petty Officer and Leading 

* Weapons Electrical 

Junior/mid seniority Lieutenant. 
(Charge qualified) 

Control Fitters 

Engineering officers - 
Senior Lieutenant/Junior 

Lt Cdr level 

* Petty Officer and Leading 

* Petty Officer and Leading 

* Ships Diving Officers - 

Radio Fitters 

Weapon Fitters 

Sub Lieutenant/Junior 
Lieutenant 



For further information send your Curriculum Vitae to 


THE HEAD, NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE STAFF, 
NEW ZEALAND HOUSE, 
HAYMARKET, LONDON, SW1Y 4TQ 
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OU Validation Services 
awarding body 
for NVQs/SVQs 


The Open 
University 


Are you eligible? 
for the 

OPEN UNIVERSITY 

QUALIFICATION 

of 


14 

HALTON COLLEGE 


NVQ LEVEL 4 

in 

ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY MANAGEMENT 

via 


Accreditation of Prior Learning 
You are eligible if: 

1. Your rank is Chief Petty Officer or above. 

AND 

2. You are an engineer/maintainer in any of the following areas/branches:- 

• Computers • Propulsion: Mechanical/Electrical 

• Fleet Air Arm • Radar/Sonar 

• Hull: Welding/Fabrication/NDE • Telecommunications 

• Manufacture • Weapons 

Qualification recognised by Engineering Council for I.Eng; dependent on experience. 

This qualification is open to equivalent MOD Managers and ex-servicemen providing 
you are still in an engineering management position 

Limited places available 

For further information contact Karen Challoner 

Halton College, Brosely House, Widnes WA8 6AH 

Tel: 0151 423 1391 Ext 2224; Fax: 0151 257 9003 

E-Mail: cbseng@haltoncollege.ac.uk 
Work Based Degrees with Middlesex University to be available shortly. 


Convert your experience 

into qualifications... 


Vocational Education Training Programme 


The following BTEC Qualifications (NC,ND,HNC,HND,CMS & DMS) are 
available under the above programme. 

Faculty of Technology 


BS EN IS 9002 REGISTERED 

• PLANT ENGINEERING (NC, NO, HNC, HND) 

• MECHANICAL ENGINEERING (HNC, HND) 

• ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING (HNC, HND) 

• ELECTRONICS (HNC, HND) 

• TELECOMMUNICATIONS (HNC, HND) 

• COMPUTING 


Faculty of Business and 
Management 

• CERTIFICATE IN MANAGEMENT 
STUDIES (CMS) 

• DIPLOMA IN MANAGEMENT 
STUDIES (DMS) 

• PROFESSIONAL AWARD IN 
SUPERVISORY MANAGEMENT 

• INTRODUCTION TO SUPERVISORY 
MANAGEMENT 


The programme is an initiative by Blackburn College to assist individuals 
to attain recognised qualifications using the Accreditation of Prior 
Learning (APL) process for a portion of the award 


Interested? 


Then contact Barbara Clarkson, Faculty of Technology, Blackburn 
College, Feilden Street, Blackburn, Lancashire BB2 1LH. 

Telephone: 01254 292357/292373/292417 Fax: 01254 292373 



O 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 



m. 

MANAGEMENT I (HAITEt INITIATIVE 


Awarded for Excellence 


If^l 

[I CHASTE] 



NATIOMAi 

TIAINIMG 

award 


B1ACKBURN COLLEGE 

FEIIJDEN STREET, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE BB2 1LH 

Blackburn College exists to serve the educational & cultural needs of the local community 


FOR SALE 


NEWQUAY ; CORNWALL 
Paint, Wallpaper, DIY Business 
Gross Turnover 
(ex VAT) £105,000 plus. 
£18,000 o.n.o includes tinting 
macines, till and all fixtures 
and fittings. 

Stock at value. 


THE PAINT SPOT 
01637 873386 or 01637 830663 


OIL RIGS 

The Essential Guide - 
FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED IN 
WORK OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND 
DOESN'T KNOW WHERE TO START. 

PACKED FULL OF ALL THE 
INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER NEED 
ABOUT OIL RIGS. 

. BOOKS TODAY • 
01253 869808 
8 Clegg Ave.Thornton-Cleveleys. 
Lancs. FY5 1BJ. U.K. 


WANT A 2nd INCOME? 


Part-time without involving your 
present job. Ideal for husband 
and wife teams. Free training and 
support from ex RN colleague. 
Call 

01737 507712 

24 hours and listen 


rcamzzs- 


( Bonanza ) 

^ tart your own business, grab your 
slice & retire In 3/4 years. Work 
from home, no boss , no employees, 
no stocks A no experience needed. 

call 0181 236 4275 

and listen 

- DO IT NOW ! 


CURRICULUM VITAE 

• Specialists in C.Vs 

• Convert Service Docs to civvy Jargon 

• Individually Tailored by Human 
Resource Professional 

• Quality Comes as Standard 

REDE SERVICES 

82, Langdale Close, Estover, Plymouth 
TEL/FAX: (01752) 700659 


EX-SERVICE & BORED 

Could use extra cash? Like 
People? You may be the one 
that can arrange Reunions and 
be a Courier for us. 
Harry Mitchell 01705 830158 


Looking for a new Career 
in the Offshore Industry? 

Nitcc Safety Training Centres Provide 
Safety & Medical Training to OPITO 
Standards for Installations, Standby & 
Support Vessels 

Notecs Courses are realised for 
resettienent Training 

Nutec 

FOR A BROCHURE MCOURSE DATES 

Tel: [01472] 359 858 


THE SAME DAY 
C.V. COMPANY 


Ready to move on? 
Ring 

01753 890243 

Job Search & CVs 
for all Ranks of 
Service Personnel 

SCSH 


PREMIERW| 

SHREDDING*! 

FRANCHISE 

OPPORTUNITIES 

• Proven business system 

• Low investment 
• Advertising 
& Local support 
• Tremendous Growth 
Potential. 

To find out more, call 

0845 6010551 

(local rate) 


RGN’s 

Are you leaving the Navy or 
coming to Plymouth? If so, 
KINGSACRE have a vacancy 
for:- RGN, F/T, PfT 
for N.D alt. W.E and some 
D.D We are a small friendly 
30 bed N/Res Home on the 
outskirts of Plymouth. 

For further information call 
Matron/Dep Matron on 
01548 830076 


RECnunMEMT, 
BUSINESS 
& COURSES 


JOB 

stabilHy 





By far the largest growing industry in Britain today is Information 
Technology. Valuable, accredited computer skills have never 
been more In demand, and the salaries on offer reflect this; yet 
acquiring these skills could be easier than you think. 

For 10 years Amraf Training Pic has specialised in resettlement 
training that leads to recognised qualifications in this premium 
market sector. 

Amraf offers the following high quality training courses: 

• Novell Netware 4.11 CNA (which includes a CNE passport) 

• Microsoft Windows NT 4.0 (which includes a MCSE passport) 

• Computer Maintenance (City & Guids or A +) 

• Microsoft Office 97 

• Computer Foundation 

• Introduction to the Internet 

• Internet web page design 

We even offer an unlimited training passport, valid for twelve 
months, which includes a brand new high specification Pentium 
PC which you keep. 

Our residential courses are based in Essex. Most of our training 
rooms are air conditioned for added comfort. 

New for 1998, our Information Technology recruitment 
centre is certain to find just the job you 're looking for ; once 
you have the necessary qualifications. 


For a free copy of our training brochure call, quoting ref: RAF198. on 

01268 560506 

Check out our website at www.amraf.co.uk 


Amraf Training, 4 Station Court, 
Wickford, Essex SS11 7AT 
Fax 01268 562325 
email info@amraf.co.uk 
Internet www.amraf.co.uk 


^mraf 

Resettlement Courses 


ARE YOU A RN DENTAL 
OFFICER LOOKING TO JOIN A 
PROGRESSIVE DENTAL 
PRACTICE? 


Would you like to join a sustainable 
“Investor in People” private dental 
practice in Plymouth, with a view to 
taking it over during the next three years 
when 1 hope to retire? 

The Practice is beautifully equipped, 
ideally placed and has a first class team 
of qualified staff. 

Finance is available to the right applicant 

Expressions of interest in the strictest 
confidence to:- 

Dr Paul Carlin, 18a 
Mutley Plain, Plymouth, 
PL4 6LA or call 01752 
223183 daytime/01364 
72040 evenings. 


O 


ATTENTION 
SUPPLY OFFICERS !!! 

If you are retired or about to 
retire, we would like to offer 
you a business opportunity to 
supply British Naval vessels 
outside of England with food 
and spare parts. To discuss the 
particulars of the compensation 
structure and the business 
opportunity, please contact 
Mr.Arie Ehieli, in USA 
PENNSYLVANIA SHIP SUPPLY INC, 
telephone 1-215-396-2400, 
fax 1-215-396-2404 
e-mail pennship@dplus.net 






















































































The most important advice any estate agent can give 
prospective purchasers is to first find out if they can get 
a mortgage, the maximum level they can receive on a 
mortgage and the cost of the monthly repayments. 

It is very important to shop around and ask a number of 
them who they feel would be best to work on your behalf. 

Next stage is to visit the general area in which you are 
hoping to purchase and find out the type of properties 
available. Then visit the local estate agent, collect details 
of available properties and enrol on their mailing lists. 

But we cannot emphasise enough the importance of 
speaking to a financial adviser first. Too many find the 
property of their dreams - only to discover they cannot 
afford it. 

- Bushnell Porter, Southsea. Tel 01705 832828 


lj h ii— in ii mi i 

Homebuying 
what mortgage? 


JUST RELEASED! 

Luxurious houses located in the Country 



A DEVEJDPMENT BY MAYBURY HOMES 

(This is one ttf the properties intending to be restored) 

Set hi tile picturesque tillage ofTintinfudl. 
Walter \ Farm a development of both newly 
constructed cottages and also a period Farm 
House to be restored 

Prices range from £190,000 - £320,00 
Cider Mill already sold subject to contract 


CHARACTER PARKER HOMES 

Thu it am ArtU f I impmunn for guidamv <mt \) 
el in the heart of Yet mi ms ter Tillage. 

Three and Four bedroom homes . 

? Semidetached cottages , mixture of 
thatchrd and tiled roof with flint or 
rich elevations. Garages and gardens 

ices range from £115.000 - il 75 .000 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT 

GOADSBY & HARDING, 62 HIGH WEST STREET, DORCHESTER, DORSET, DTI IUY TH.0I305 251644 


Repaying your 
mortgage 

AS FAR as repaying the capital is 
concerned, there are basically only 
two types of mortgage 
Repayment and Interest Only. 

With a Repayment mortgage, 
the amount borrowed reduces 
gradually throughout the term of 
the mortgage; with an Interest 
Only mortgage, it is repaid in one 
lump sum at the end of the term. 
Normally, the lump sum comes 
from the proceeds of an endow¬ 
ment life assurance policy or pen¬ 
sion plan. 

Discounted mort¬ 
gage rate 

THE LENDER offers you a dis¬ 
count off their standard variable 
rate for a period of time, at the end 
of which you revert to the standard 
variable rate..The rate payable can 


lllC COOPERATIVE BANK 


The Co-operative Bank is offering readers of 
NAVY NEWS the opportunity to apply for a 
Personal Loan at a preferential rate of interest. 

* Borrow any amount from £500 - £15,000 at rates starting 
as low as 12.9%APR 

* NO ARRANGEMENT FEES 

* Instant telephone decision service - 7 days a week 

* Funds transferred direct to your own Bank Account 

* Repayments by Direct Debit for your convenience 


Rcpapmrts odhout Crodi Protection Actua garment* may Offer by a taw pence 

LOAN 

84 

MONTHS 

36 

MONTHS 

12 

MONTHS 

FIXED 

APR 

£7,000 

124.33 

233.18 

622.61 

12.9% 

£4.000 

72.97 

134.95 

367.44 

13.9% 

£2,000 

37.06 

67.99 

179.22 

14.5% 

£500 

9.75 

17.42 

45.22 

16.5% 


To apply simply Freephone 0800 591 682 
Quoting Ref. 791/503’ 
for an instant decision or further information 

8.00am to 9.00pm Monday to Friday 
8.00am to 8.00pm Saturday and 9.0Oam to 6.00pm Sunday 

WE REGRET THAT THIS OFFER IS ONLY AVAILABLE TO UK RESIDENTS 




i 

§ 
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Exaapte: If you wah to borrow £5.000 owr 48 mortho wthout repay*art protection, the mortt#y repayment w4 be £134 35 
Total repayment ow the term ot the ban £8.448 80 (Irterest chafed at 1JJ% APR). V**m qucttxra avafette on revest 
AM loene (o status and not inrtti to mane The Bar* reserves the raN to dadne any appiubon 
RagwteredOffcca TheCo~operat*eBar*pic., 1 BaioonStreet.Manchester M60 4EP Regotaredtwrtwr 990937 


rise, as well as fall during the dis¬ 
count term, reflecting the change 
in the lender’s standard variable 
rate. 

The lender will have set a time 
period at the onset of the mort¬ 
gage, stating the penalties payable 
for early redemption of all or part 
of the loan within that period 
(known as redemption penalties). 
Borrowers shoula pay particular 
attention to these, as they can be 
substantial. 

Fixed rate mort¬ 
gage 

IDEAL for the borrower who 
wants to know exactly how much 
his/her monthly payment will be. 
The lender will offer a fixed rate 
for a period of time. Usually, the 
longer the period, the higher the 
fixed rate. During the fixed rate 
the mortgage payment will not rise 
or fall. If variable mortgage inter¬ 
est rates rise above your fixed rate, 
you win - but if it falls you can find 
yourself paying more than some¬ 
body paying at the standard vari¬ 
able rate. The ideal benefit of a 
fixed rate is that you are buying 
security and can budget accurately. 

Capped rate 
mortgages 

THE BENEFIT of this type of 
mortgage contract is that you will 
know the maximum interest rate 
payable during the period of your 
capped mortgage. If the interest 
rate falls below the capped rate 
your payment will reduce to reflect 
the change in the standard variable 
rate. 

You will usually pay a booking 
fee for both a fixed rate mortgage 


and a capped rate mortgage. 

Lenders may offer various 
inducements with all these prod¬ 
ucts - typically cash backs, free sur¬ 
veys, money towards your legal 
fees. You should pay particular 
attention to the small print as what 
may look attractive at first glance 
may end up costing more in the 
long term. 

Typically, the lender will lend 
you up to 85 per cent of the pur¬ 
chase price or valuation of the the 
property (whichever is the lower) 


without proof of earnings. You will 
normally have to declare that you 
have the income to make the mort¬ 
gage payments. Newly self- 
employed people will find this type 
of mortgage very helpful as they 
are not required to show their 
accounts, wnich during the first 
years of business would typically 
show low profits. 

- Stephen Abbot, 
Financial Planning Consultant rep¬ 
resenting Allied Dunbar. Tel 0113 
242 2212. 


A policy unique 
to the Services 

A COUPLE of years ago. Independent Market Research 
revealed that the Service community believes that, by and large, 
the British insurance industry is out of touch with the insurance 
requirements of the Armed Forces. 


It also highlighted the fact that 
members of the Armed Forces 
believe the insurance industry per¬ 
ceives them to be high risk and 
therefore loads the premiums 
unnecessarily. 

Nothing could be further from 
the truth. 

There are several insurance 
companies specialising in personal 
insurance requirements for Armed 
Forces personnel and similarly 
there are a great many insurance 
brokers dedicated to this market. 

Many people have historically 
placed their buildings insurance 
with Building Societies when 
arranging their mortgage, but 
there is a popular misconception 
that this is mandatory. It is not. 
Every person has the option to 



PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 


C 


SPECIALISTS IN THE 
HOMES OF RN PERSONNEL 


A full and comprehensive 
service which includes 
attention to the smallest detail 


Tracey l 

TEL: 01705 861550 / FAX: 01705 818081 
263, Fawcett Rd, Southsea, Hants. 


) 


place their insurance either direct 
with an insurance company 
through an insurance broker, a 
Building Society, bank or other 
financial institution regulated to 
transact this business. The difficul¬ 
ty for Service personnel is knowing 
which plan is most appropriate for 
them. 

United Services Mutual 
Insurance Agency has been look¬ 
ing after the insurance needs of 
military personnel since 1902 and 
has designed a specific buildings 
policy for the Services which is 
unique. 

For example, in addition to the 
standard terms offered by the 
majority of buildings insurance 
providers, USMIA provides a 10 
per cent discount automatically if 
you have served in HM Forces for 
over five years. 

Its plans automatically extend to 
ex-service personnel, so that they 
can continue with the policy even if 
you re leaving the Forces or have 
left. 

Tel 01227 593155 for details. 


NEED 

ACCOMMODATION? 

GIVE US A CALL 


The Short Term Family Accommodation Centre 


A Naval Community Service, open to all Tri-Service personnel, 
providing self-catering accomodation to a high standard and at 
reasonable rates. 

Based in Gosport, with prices starting from £17 per night (2 night 
minimum) for a 2 bedroomed flat, STFAC is an ideal base for 
visiting relatives; Families Days; Passing Out Parades; Reunions 
etc. 

For people who require,a longer stay, there are monthly rates, 
available on request from the Manager (see below) which compare 
favourably with the private sector. 

Subject to availability, STFAC can also be used by Ex-Service 
personnel, Foreign Military personnel and MOD Civilians. 

For further details contact The Manager, 

STFAC Office, no.25 Frobisher Close, 
ire, 

528235. 



Admiralty Decorators. 

Quality Interior & Exterior 
Decorating 

Low rates for serving/ex serving 
RN/RM personnel 

0468 623731 
01705 851905 

Free no obligation estimates 


KINGFISHER 


REMOVAL SERVICES 

Removal & Clearance 
Specialists 

Local and Long Distance! 
Very Competitive Rates 
Free Estimates! 7 Day Service 
Packing Service or 
Packing Cases Supplied 
Storage Facilities, OAP's 
Discount 
FULLY INSURED 


01705 8 7 6 6 24 
MOBILE 0958 499660 


121 FERRY RD. 
SOUTHSEA 
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Options 


s in 
Brief 


NATO visit 


EIGHT NATO ships were due 
to visit Portsmouth as Navy 
News went to press. 

The fri&ates, part of the 
Standing Naval Force Mediter¬ 
ranean (STANAVFORMED), 
includedHMS ArgylL 

Time to go 

CDR JANE Sait has retired 
after 33 years in the Navy. 

Cdr Salt was at one time 
the youngest PO Wren in the 
Communications branch, 
and served in Singapore, 
Mauritius and Gibraltar. 

She was the first, and only 
female First Lieutenant of 
the RN College, Greenwich, 
and since 1995 was respon¬ 
sible, at the MOD, for the for¬ 
mulation and implementa¬ 
tion of the tri-Service equal 
opportunities policy. 

Name change 

HMS ST Vincent, the RN com¬ 
munications centre, decommis¬ 
sioned at the end of last month. 

The Whitehall unit, in Old 
Admiralty Building, is now the 
Maritime Communications 
Management Centre St Vincent, 
but will provide the same opera¬ 
tional service as before. 


Wreck found 

A ROYAL Navy ship has 
confirmed the Identity of a 
wrecked trawler In which 
four men died last year. 

An unmanned sub¬ 
mersible from HMS Cromer 
was used to inspect the 
wreck of the Newtyn boat 
Margaretha Maria, 50 miles 
south of Land's End. 


Flat batteries halt 
Royals' polar walk 


TWO ROYAL Marines 
who aimed to walk unaided 
to the North Pole said they 
were “devastated” to have 
to abandon the expedition. 

Sgt Sean Chappie (30) and 
Cpl Alan Chambers (29) were 
forced to pull out of the walk 
when four lithium batteries, 
which powered communica¬ 
tions and navigational equip¬ 
ment, went dead after only 
eight days - they were meant 
to last more than 80 days. 

The men had already battled 
through storms, high winds and 
temperatures as low as minus 60C, 
and were comfortably ahead of 
schedule in crossing ice pressure 
ridges, their main obstacle. 

The pair activated an emer¬ 
gency beacon at a time which indi¬ 
cated they required a non-emer¬ 
gency flight to assist them. 

A Ttoin Otter aircraft could not 
land, so an emergency radio was 
dropped to the Royals who con¬ 
firmed the equipment had failed, 
and that the 500-mile walk was 
abandoned for safety reasons. 

They are now walking back to 
their start point at Ward Hunt 
Island, having ditched some of 
their 3001b loads from the sledges. 

A Royal Marines spokesman 
said the men were devastated, as 
they were in good shape and per¬ 
fectly prepared to continue. 

Weather conditions mean that 
there will be no time to restart the 
expedition this year as melting ice 
leaves impassable stretches of 
open water. 


TWO VIPs had a special rea¬ 
son for attending the rededI- 
catlon ceremony for subma¬ 
rine HMS Superb. 

For Commander in Chief 
Fleet Admiral Sir Michael 
Boyce and Flag Officer 
Submarines Rear Admiral 
James Perowne, are both for¬ 
mer commanding officers of 
the nuclear boat. 


Superb has been in refit in 
Rosyth since late 1994, and 
also attending the ceremony at 
Faslane was Lady Williams, 
wife of former Second Sea 
Lord Admiral Sir David 
Williams, who launched the 
submarine in Barrow in 1974. 

After various sea trials, 
Superb will be reedy to rejoin 
the submarine flotilla. 


Going south 

RFA GOLD Rover is leaving 
Plymouth to relieve sister ship 
Grey Rover in the cold waters of 
the South Atlantic. 

The fleet support tanker will 
serve the needs of the RN Falkland 
Islands Guardship, replenishing 
warships under way with fuel oil, 
aviation fuel, lubricants, fresh 
water and some cargo and stores. 

She will also undertake security 
patrols and ferry goods and people 
to South Georgia. 


Superb ceremony 



Navy lends a hand in Sierra Leone 


Mac McLuster, 
MEM Jan Dash, 
and, at the rear, 
S/Lt Perry 
Norgate, of HMS 
Cornwall, give 
children from 
Wallace Johnson 
School, Freetown, 
Sierra Leone, a 
ride in a cart. 
Story: back page. 




Picture: LAjPHOT) 
Steve Wood. 


Bond 

adds 


COMMANDER James Bond 
has quietly added the OBE 
to his ever-changing collec¬ 
tion of medals. 

According to Neil 
Griffiths, of the Royal British 
Legion Scotland, Britain’s 
most famous agent sported 
the red and white ribbon 
during his latest adventure, 
Tomorrow Never Dies. 

His right shoulder sports 
the gold HALO (High 
Altitude Low Opening) 
wings which would indicate 
Bond is a former member of 
the Special Boat Service. 

And other ribbons are the 
Rhodesia Medal, which 
means he was active in the 
transition to Zimbabwe in 
1979-80, and he has also 
seen service in Northern 
Ireland, represented by the 
purple and green General 
Service Medal. 

With his success in foil¬ 
ing villains, the Distin¬ 
guished Service Cross, 
which appears to be pre¬ 
sent, is understandable. 

Neil Griffiths has offered 
congratulations on behalf 
of the Scottish Legion 
News journal, and wonders 
what an old school contem¬ 
porary of Bond might be 
thinking - if Bond is still in 
his early 40s, “he would 
have been at Fettes, 
according to his CV, with 
Blair, Tony Blair." 

Earlier Bonds have had 
varying degrees of success 
with awards - Sean 
Connery’s Bond displayed 
ten medals on his uniform, 
according to Neil, while 
Roger Moore could only 
muster two. 


Letting your home - 
points to consider 


I F YOU are drafted out 
of area or have a 
deployment of more 
than six months duration 
it makes sense to rent 
out your home, writes 
Tracey Mackenzie of TLC 
Property Management . 

if you have a mortgage, 
you must contact your 
mortgage provider and tell 
them your plans. They 
expect service personnel to 
move around so this will 
not stop you letting, but 
they will charge an adminis¬ 
tration fee and have 
requirements you must 
agree to before giving their 


permission. 

These vary widely, so talk to 
them first. Your insurance com¬ 
pany must also be informed. 
Some insurers will not cover 
let properties and it is no good 
waiting until you need to make 
a claim to find that your policy 
is with such a company. 

Choosing the right agent to 
care for your house is all 
important. Ask around - 
friends and colleagues are usu¬ 
ally happy to tell of their expe¬ 
riences. There are so many 
agents listed in Yellow Pages 
that one way of shortlisting 
them is to check on profes¬ 
sional qualifications. 

Always ask if the agency is a 
member of a trade organisa¬ 
tion, such as ARLA 


(Association of Residential 
Letting Agents), RICS (Royal 
Institute of Chartered 
Surveyors) or PMA In Scotland. 

if so, they should abide by 
the relevant body’s code of 
conduct and have professional 
indemnity insurance. 

In the case of ARLA mem¬ 
bers, all clients’ monies (rents 
and deposits) have to be kept 
in separate client accounts and 
such monies are bonded by the 
Association if anything unto¬ 
ward happens to the agent. 

Make a shortlist of three or 
four agencies and ask them to 
give you an appraisal of the 
rent they expect to achieve and 
what their fees are. 

Expect to pay between 12.5 
and 15 per cent of the rent each 
month for a full service. VAT is 
charged on the fees. 

Setting up costs for prepar¬ 
ing tenancy agreements, inven¬ 
tories and finding tenants vary 
widely. 

Any furniture must comply 
with the Furniture & 
Furnishings (Fire) (Safety) 
Regulations 1988. A Gas Safety 
Check must be carried out by a 
CORGI registered heating engi¬ 
neer and a Certificate issued 
before the tenant moves in - 
and annually thereafter. 

Tenants are usually respon¬ 
sible for the Council Tax, Water 
and Sewage rates (although 
these are sometimes included 
in the rent), gas electricity and 
telephone charges and their 
own charges. 

They will usually pay a 
deposit equal to one month’s 
rent to be held against any 
damage or cleaning required 
when they vacate. 

Some lets even make a profit 
- and the tax office at Ty Glas, 
Cardiff will help you there!. 


Oner \oif\r ehosen I lie ri^hl home - 
doiTl choose the wroiii; wa\ lo pa\ lor il 


Few things are as frustrating as getting stuck with the wrong 
mortgage. That’s why we invest time in getting to know you before 
.giving you any advice. As Financial Planning Consultants we will 
work with you to find you a mortgage that fits your own very 
individual needs. So call us today 

Steve (Bud) Abbott, MLIA (dip) (ex Petty Officer) or 
Gary Jackson, MLIA (dip) 

0113 242 2212 

Together we’ll find the right mortgage for you. 

Allied Dunbar, Canal Wharf. Leeds, LSI 1 5DB 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE 
OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. Suitable security and adequate life cover may be required 
by the lender. As licensed credit brokerv we can provide further details on request 
Allied Dunbar Financial Advisers Lid is a member of the Allied Dunbar and 
Threadnecdlc Marketing Group and is regulated by the Personal Investment 
Authority in relation to the life assurance and pension products of Allied Dunbar 
and the investment products of Threadneedle. 


ALLIED 

D! WBAR 



A selection of former MOD properties 
for sale to former and serving 
members of the armed forces 
with special military discounts. 

For more information 

telephone: 0171 940 2300 


ANNINGTON 

HOMES 
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At Your Service 



Calling Old Shipmates 


HMS Unicom: Seekina Bob Lofts. LA 
Lord, LAF Tipper, Mike Abrams. Johnny 
Brown. Reggie Parrish, Maunoe Smith. Ian 
Wilson. Ward Clarke. Anderson. Guthrie, 
Tom Hill. Mike Donavan. John Renwick. 
Mick Abel. Maurice Dewar Mac McArthur, 
Henry van Saveren. Fred Cherry. Birdie 
Cockerell, Ian Perkin. Black Barclay, 
Sammy Sutch. Jimmy Cook and Frankie 
Squires for John Reid-Henry, 818 Sqd, 
HMS Unicorn Association, tel 01442 
255821 

HMS Drake and RNAS Kestrel: Gil 

Trotter is seeking contact with members of 
Cave class, Sept '39. HMS Drake, and also 
Pat Ramsay and Ron Taylor, station 
armoury, RNAS Kestrel, Worthy Down. 
Hants 1940 Contact Gil at 28, Lady St.. 
Mount Colah, NSW 2079, Australia. 

HMS Collingwood 1942: S. Tiffin is 
seeking information on S/Ms who trained at 
HMS Collingwood Sept 14, 1942 with ser¬ 
vice numbers ranging from 383598 to 
383660. Contact him at 2. Falconry Court. 
7, Fairfield South, Kingston-on-Thames, 
Surrey KT1 2UR, tel 0181 549 0326. 

800 and 803 Sqdn 1951: 803 Sqdn 
Supermarine Attackers along with 800 
Sqdn formed up RNAS Ford Sussex First 
Front Line Set Squadrons in the FAA in 
1951. Any old shipmates of 803 Bob 
Wright. PO Electrician Walters, the CO U 
Cdr Tommy Handley, Debbie Reynolds, 
both pilots, NATO exercise HMS Eagle 
1952 Please contact George Austin, Flight 
Deck Party AME Trolley AC on 01453 
810571. 

Yangtze Incident: The 50th anniver¬ 
sary of the Incident is being commemorat¬ 
ed at Plymouth in April 1999 Were you 
involved or do you know the whereabouts 
of anyone who may have had a connection 
with someone involved? The HM ships 
were Amethyst, Black Swan, Consort and 
London also an RAF Sunderland flying 
boat Please contact John Dunstan at 4/, 
Abbotsbury Rd. Newton Abbot. Devon 
TQ12 2SN tel/fax 01626 354294 

HMS Striker, June 1948: The 50th 
anniversary of the occasion when HMS 
Striker was concerned in the evacuation of 
the last British forces to leave Haifa on the 
day the State of Israel came into being is 
fast approaching Any old shipmates inter 
ested in a reunion should contact Ron 
Turner on 01202 511761. 

HMS Apollo 1936-38: W Jones is hop 
mg to get in touch with colleagues from the 
cruisers time on the America and West 
Indies station, particularly those involved 
with the Osprey seaplanes: observer Lt 
Cdr Raiterham and pilots Lt Blackwell. Lt 
Garnett and Lt Stokes. Contact Mr Jones at 
4, Kinsley House, St Edward's Close, 
Knighton, Powys LD7 1AP 

HMS Ocean: Freddie Wild, who served 
on Ocean in Instruments would like to hear 
from old shipmates who would like to 
attend his 50tn wedding anniversary, being 
organised by his daughter for June 19. 
Please contact Mrs Pat Hackett, 13, 
Coniston Close, Harwood Park Estate. 
Bromsgrove, Worcs. tel 01527 877601. 

HMS Superb 1951: Fred Cockbill and 
Fred Kinsey are keen to organise a reunion 
for all lower deckers on the HMS Superb 
America and West Indies cruise in 1951 


Call Fred C on 01702 216067 or Fred K on 
01223 871505. 

David Parry: LRO Parry served with 
the RN W/T station Kranji in Singapore, in 
the 1960s married to Alice, ft anyone 
knows of his or their whereabouts, please 
telephone I. Wheeler on 01935 473484. 

HMS Diamond final commission: 
Calling all ex-Diamonds - please contact 
Ray (Legs) Shipley, ex CK(S) for details of 
reunion and other ex-shipmates 
Telephone 01634 200002 

Aircraft Artificers Jan 1949 entry: Still 
seekirig, for reunion, G. Gibson, J. 
Jemmet. J. Lee. Jack Martin. Mo People. 
G. Randall, G. Sanger. Daz Sinclair, Don 
Winspear, Brian Wright. It anyone knows 
where they are. please contact Alan Hyde 
at 85. Mommgtons. Harlow. Essex CM 19 
4QJ. or ring 01279 415876 

Mobile Analysing and Recording Unit 
(Maru 1943-45): Iris Piper (nee Kempster) 
seeks contact or to hear about any former 
analysts, including Brenda Curtis (nee 
Colquohn). Gay Bunbury, Ann Craddock 
and Joyce Maffey. all Gunner ratings 
attached to HMS Excellent Contact Iris at 
766. Acton Rd. Acton. Tasmania 7170, 
Australia. 

Gordon Boys and Girls: The Old 
Gordomans Association is urgently seeking 
all those who were pupils at the Gordon 
Boys School, West End, Woking, Surrey, 
now simply Gordons School because of its 
co educational status Contact association 
regional secretary Jim Baker on 01684 
772259. 

HMS St Vincent 1932-33: Frank 
Holmes trained at HMS St Vincent before 
being sent to HMS Achilles as a Boy 
Telegraphist, and wonders if any of his old 


Reunions 


BACK to SEA 


Reunions at Sea 

‘Up Spirits’ Dinner in our 
private Dining room and all 
facilities of a 5 star ship on a 
3 day Mini Cruise to N 
Spain for only £95 

D DAY NORMANDY 

Cabin on crossing, Tour of 
beaches, etc. Special D 
Day Dinner, Hotel B&B for 
only £89 

SEAUNIONS 

26 Bath Lane, Fareham 
Hants P016 0DH 
Tel/Fax 01329 281590 



THE ASSOCIATION OF 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 

Pat run 

Her Majesty The Queen 

Membership of ARNO, the Officers’ Charity and a Social fellowship, is open to 
Servmg and Retired Ccuiwtaicued Officers of the RN. RM. QARNNS, WRNS. and 
their Reserves. Formed ui 1925. ARNO's primary purpose is to assist Members includ¬ 
ing Honorary Members (the spouses of former members) with grants and bursaries from 
the proceeds of its assets which exceed £2.7 million, wherever there is need. 

Today ARNO's 8,300 members are offered both financial and other advantages, the 
farmer very comfortably exceeding the annual subscription (£10per annum or £150 far 
Life). These benefits include: • Automobile Association Membership at approxi¬ 
mately 25% of the normal price in many cases (Roadside. Home Start A European 
cover £35 per annum with ARNO) * Legal Financial Property and Medical 
Consultations at free or favourable rales * Trade Discounts in a wide range of ser¬ 
vices including insurance, travel boteks, medical, jewellry and many more. * A List of 
Members and their addresses (or members can elect not to be listed) * A high quality 
colour Year Book giving interesting and useful informal km * Regional Social 
Functions throughout the UK * A Group Holiday abroad each year at favourable rates 
and witb those of l&e background • A list of members worldwide who would like to 
exchange homes for holidays * A Mail redirection service * A free Swords and uni¬ 
form items wanted and for sale computer notice board * an ARNO credit card * Use 
of a London Club, and much more. 

For membership application form, please complete the following: 

Toi Lt CmIM P C ooMBts”RN*. ARn 6.~70 PottdraroTci Lonton W23TP ~ 
Please send me details and a membership application form: 




classmates are still about. Frank was at 
Kranji wireless station in Singapore when 
the Japanese arrived Write to Frank 
Holmes at 36, Willoughby St, Murchison. 
Victoria 3610, Australia 

HMS Laforey (D19) H Force: John 
Farmer would like to contact any survivors 
of HMS Laforey which was under the com¬ 
mand of Capt Hutton. Contact Mr Farmer 
at 6, Bushells Farm. Fordingbndge. Hants 
SP61BH 

HMS Kale: Any shipmates from this 
wartime frigate (K241) who would like to 
meet up with colleagues are asked to con¬ 
tact Lew Ayres at 44. Tring Gardens. 
Harold Hill. Romford, Essex RM3 9EP 

HMS Royal Charlotte, Kiel, Germany: 
1956-7 team of Coder Specials and other 
crew members (Lt Graham Stacey. CPO 
Slorach and others) We are trying to 
arrange a reunion - possibly late summer 
in London. To join in. contact Rev Roger 
Job on 01962 772303 or Oliver Langhorne 
in France on 00331 3950 1045 (fax 00 331 
3950 0514 

SD(L): Were you commissioned from 


APRIL 

FAA Armourers Association reunion 
is in Coventry on the weekend of April 4 
Details from Mick Hotosworth. c/o The 
Gables, Park Rd. Hayes Lane, Slinfdd. 
West Sussex RH13 7SD, tel 01403 
790863 

Fast Minelayers Association S.E. 
Branch will meet at the RBLC Kennmgton, 
London, on April 6 at noon. Enquiries to 
Ray Moore, 89. Watting Rd, Norwich NR7 
9TG, tel 01603 437652. 

HMS Bulawayo Association will meet 
in Edgbaston, Birmingham, on Apnl 10-11 
for their first reunion. Details from Ron 
Simmonds. tel 01268 733778. 

HMS Howe Association reunion will be 
on April 22 at the Royal Sailors Home Club, 
Queen St. Portsmouth. All ex Howe ship¬ 
mates not yet in touch should contact Reg 
Goldsmith at 28. Hamtun Cres, Totton, 
Southampton, Hants SO40 3PA, tel 01703 
862927 

MAY 

The Algerines Association is holding a 
reunion in May in Portsmouth, details from 
Arthur Perry at 9, St Andrews Close. Old 
Windsor, Berks SL4 2QU, tel 01753 
864559. 

HMS Royalist reunion will take place at 
the Claremont Hotel. Edgbaston. 
Birmingham, on May 1-2. Details from G 
Craddock on 0121 458 5621 or H 
Chapman on 01202 474306. 

HMS Tenby Association reunion is on 
May 1-4 Details from Jeff Mays on 01452 
614459, at 11. Camomile Close. 
Abbeymead. Gloucester GL5 5WF, or e- 
mail ieffrey mays(®virgin net 

TS Barham the Elham Valley Sea 
Cadet Corps, is holding a reunion on May 
2 at TS Invicta. Folkestone SCC HQ. 
Castle Rd, Sandgate. tel 01304 840591 or 
01303 273545 

Landing Barges reunion will be at the 
Seafieki Hotel. Blackpool, from May 8-11 
Tel 01253 346469. 

LST and Landing Craft Association 

reunion and remembrance service from 
May 8-12 at the Norbreck Castle Hotel, 
Blackpool. Details from Mike Cresswell on 
01757 288752. 

HM Ships Beagle, Boadicea and 
Bulldog 1939-45 Crews Association 

reunion is at the Victory Club. HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth, on May 9. Further details from 
A Randall. 01485 543360 

HMS Caledonia: Majestic Caledonia 
1937 Boys 1939 Association reunion is at 
the Wear Branch RNA Club, Roker Ave. 
Sunderland on May 14. Details from Jim 


presently with 63 members. If you qualify 
and want more details, contact Mike on 
01329 825877. 

HMS Loch Killiaport: Seeking crew of 
the ship, first to sail through Suez Canal 
after the crisis. A reunion is being organ¬ 
ised - contact ex AB Soapy Watson, ex 
Tanky on 01382 370544. Also seeking 
mates from HMS Ganges Jan 1949, 
Cornwell Mess, then Hawke Division 45 
Mess, Seaman Class 29, instructor Chief 
Yank Fryer. 


Duckworth, 87. The Hove, Murdishaw, 
Runcorn. Cheshire WA7 6EE, tel 01928 
718109 

HMS Widemouth Bay 1945-57 reunion 
is at the Angel Hotel. Leamington Spa on 
May 15-16. Contact Bob *Top6y" Turner, 
17, Mill Way. East Gnnstead. West Sussex 
RH19 4DD. tel 01342 323801 for further 
details. 

HMS Orion Association reunion is at 
the Stretton Hotel. Blackpool, from May 15- 
16 Bookings to Kay West at 28. Stretton 
Rd, Great Glen. Leicester LE8 9GN, tel 
0116 259 2171. 

HMS Opossum F33 Association 

reunion is at the Trecarne Hotel. 
Babbacombe, on May 15-16. A dedication 
ceremony will take place on May 17 at 
HMS Drake Details from Harry Catterson. 
27. Rissington Walk. Thomaby. Stockton 
on Tees, TS17 9QJ, tel 01642 881770 
HMS Barham Survivors’ Association 
will be holding a reunion at the Royal 
Sailors Home Club, Queen St, Portsmouth 
on May 16. Details from G. Elliott, Flat 4. 
Greenwich Court, 25, King St. Southsea 
P05 4EU. tel 01705 755734. 

Hawke 45 Association: HMS Fisgard 
Jan 1945 entry are holding a reunion at the 
Trecarne Hotel. Babba combe, on May 22- 
25. Details from Geoff Looker at 136, The 
Dale. Widtey, Wateriooville. Hants P07 
5DF, tel 01705 383585 

HMS Lookout reunion is in Burnley on 
May 23. Details from Buck Taylor, 24, 
Grove Rd. Uppermill, nr Oldham, Lancs 
OL3 6JR, tel 01457 870446 

HMS Ardent Association reunion and 
remembrance service will be on May 23 in 
Devonport Details from Len Yeatman, 23. 
Ashleigh Close. Tamerton Foliot. Plymouth, 
Devon PL5 4PY. tel 01752 779593. 

23rd and 26th Destroyer Flotilla’s 
Association will be holding a reunion on 
May 23 in the WOs and CPOs Mess. HMS 
Nelson, Portsmouth SAEs to Bill Swift, 37, 
New Rd. Lovedean. Wateriooville. Hants 
PQ8 9RU. tel 01705 591032. 

QARNNS Class SEN 10(J) are holding 
a reunion on the weekend of May 29 in 
Portsmouth. For further information send 
an SAE to Ms Moira McCullough (nee 
Pollock), 11. Berryman Cres. Swanvale, 
Falmouth, Cornwall TR11 4TB 

HMS Acteon reunion is at the Nautical 
Club. Birmingham, on May 29-30. Details 
from Dickie Bird on 01902 657815 Of Dor 
Foulds on 01226 288337 

HMS Concord reunion will be in 
Bridlington on May 29-31. Details from Jim 
Joy on 01347 878267. 

TS Exmouth/LNTS Association will 
meet at Lydney, Glos on May 29-31 
Details from John Goddard. 88. Rareridge 
Lane, Bishops Waltham, Southampton 
SQ32 1DX, tel 01489 894826 




Association 

details 

Navy News is presently 
updating its Association 
register and would like to 
hear from current Naval 
association PROs in writing 
In order that the correct 
address and telephone 
number can be passed on 
to interested parties. 

Please write to the Editors 
Secretary, Navy News, HMS 
Nelson, Portsmouth POI 
3HH. 


Over to You 


Hong Kong post-war to 1954: Mr D 

Whitlingnam wants to know if anyone has 
any photos of the harbour from the Peak, and 
from a ship looking to the Hong Kong water¬ 
front. or Kowloon, plus HM Dockyard. Tamar, 
area. Also a street map of the time. Contact 
him at 370, Denbydale Rd. Durkar, 
Wakefield. West Yorks WF4 3BB 

Circus Club: Mr J O’Brien would like 
information on a reunion known as the Circus 
Club, he says there « an interesting story 
behind the name, and would like to know if 
the reunion is still held, and if so, where and 
when? Contact him at 6, Swithin Rd. Moss 
Nook, Manchester M22 0LR. 

World War II aircraft carriers: Scott 
Spencer is compiling wartime histories and 
photos for HM Ships Illustrious, Victorious. 
Indomitable. Formidable. Indefatigable and 
Implacable, and would like to hear from offi¬ 
cers and ratings who served in them. Contact 
Scott at 4429, Englewood Rd, Helena. 
Alabama 35080-5022. USA. 

Kari Muggenthaler: Peter Anscombe 
wants a copy of German Commerce Ratders 
of WW// by Karl Muggenthaler. and any info 
on the raider Thor, which sank the Anchor 
Liner Britannia on March 25. 1941. Contact 
Peter at 64, Dumpton park Dnve, Ramsgate, 
Kent CT11 8AP, tel 01843 594793. 

Lower decks: Author David Phillipson 
would welcome recollections of lower-deck 
living conditions (accommodation, food, 
shore leave etc) ashore and afloat. 1945-60 
Please write to Mr Phillipson at Magnolia 
Cottage. Biggin. Hulland Ward. Ashbourne. 
Derbyshire DE6 3FL. tel 01335 370437. 

Lt Cdr Edward Young: Sean Kelly is 
hoping to trace either Lt Car Young or mem 
tiers of his crew, concerning something he 
wrote in a book entitled One of our 
Submarines Any information to Sean at 23. 
The Avenue, lekenham UB10 8NR 

Leslie Paget: Mrs June Page is research 
mg family history, and is keen to know what 
happened to Leslie Paget, who was in Mess 
4 HMS Hazard. He may have been a mem 
ber of the Paoet family who lived in Thorpe le 
Soken. near Clacton in Essex. He is known to 
have left the Navy in 1946. Any details to Mrs 
Page at 19. Carlyle Rd, Staines, Middx TW18 
2PU. tel 01784 454888. 

King Gsorge Vi’s funeral: Mrs Carol 
Newcombe s father was in the RN Guard of 
Honour on Paddington Station during the 
funeral of King George VI in 1952 - does 
anyone know of any film of the event which 
he could obtain? He has a copy of 1952 - A 
Year to Remember, but the elements of the 
funeral he features in are not there. Contact 
Mrs Newcombe at 18. Palmer Ave, 
Irthlingborough. Northants NN9 5XB. 

HMS Antelope 1940-43: Mr Watts served 
in Antelope from June 1940 to June 1943. 
He is hoping to find someone who can fill in 
the gaps in nis memory as to details of con¬ 
voy duties during this period - the name Mr 
Ruegg. who lives in Cornwall, has been men¬ 
tioned Info to Mr Watts. 5. Richmond Close. 
Portishead BS20 6SZ. tel 01275 844282. 

HMS Laforey: Joseph Collins died when 
(he ship was sunk off Siafy. A relative says he 
is buried in Spain, but has no idea why that 
should be when he died so far away. If any¬ 
one has any idea why this should be. please 
contact Bert How at 15, Vincent Rd. Highams 
Park, London E4 9PP, tel 0181 531 3748 
Floriena Garrison School, Malta: Ted 
Brown was at the school from 1929-32 while 
his father served in HMS Royal Oak. and he 


would like to contact any contemporaries, 
especially Wade. Chapman and Robinson, 
also any ol the seven lads with whom he trav¬ 
elled back to the UK in the Royal Oak. 
Contact Ted at 28, South View Ave. Swindon. 
Wilts SN3 1EA, tel 01793 535275. 

Wei Hal Wei, North Chine: Does anyone 
have any recollections, articles or pho¬ 
tographs relating to Wei Hai Wei and the 
naval base at Liu-Kung-Tao island used by 
the China Squadron (Fleet) from 1898 to 
1940, particularly of the period leading up to 
the withdrawal in 1940? R.E. Childs is 
researching for an article and would welcome 
photos etc which could be copied and 
returned. Contact Mr Chikis at 7, Cherrygarth 
Rd. Catisfield, Fareham. Hants POI 5 5NA. 

HMS Resolution: Can anyone help Geoff 
Gilham. who is researching his unde Reg 
Gilham s career on the World War II battle 
ship (Nov 16 1939 to area 1944)? He started 
his career as a stoker and was trained at 
Chatham on HMS Pembroke II. Mr Gilham 
has some photos of his unde with shipmates 
which he would like to date and locate more 
precisely Contact him at 1. Challenger 
Close, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 2HZ. 

Geoffrey Chariton: Geoffrey's widow 
Winifred is hoping to find out some details 
about her late husband's ships and war ser¬ 
vice. GeofTrey was a Telegraphist in the Navy, 
and was reported missing at sea on 
September 22. 1942. returning to Liverpool 
from Nova Scotia while on convoy duty on 


board a merchant ship. Any info to Winifred, 
now Mrs Shields, at 15. Craneswater Ave. 
Whitley Bay. Northumberland 

Lawrence O'Connor: Mrs Maureen 
Clayton, who now lives in Australia, is keen to 
trace her brother from whom she was sepa 
rated as a child. Lawrence was born in 
October 1933. and married Ann Bonham at 
Boreham Wood in March 1959. at which time 
he was a FAA pilot. They have a daughter. 
Tracy and a son Matthew, when they lived in 
Yeovil Any assistance to Annette Sparrow at 
15. Morville Close. Dorridge, West Midlands 
B93 8SZ. tel 01564 778360. 

HMS Whitethorn: Nigel Griffiths' father- 
in-law. W Whomes. served in this Tree-class 
armed trawler from September 1943 to May 
1947. but the family is having difficulties 
obtaining a photo or details of the vessel. If 
anyone can help, please contact Nigel at The 
Gables. Tonna Uchaf, Neath. West 
Glamorgan SA11 3U. tel 01639 632634, e- 
mail npg1wates@aol.com 

Ginger Jones: Ginger was best man at 
the wedding of Clifford Greenhalgh at Pori 
Glasgow. Scotland on June 25. 1948. Mr and 
Mrs Greenhalgh are celebrating their Golden 
Wedding this year, and their daughter, Mrs 
Trina Parr, would like to invite Ginger. He was 
possibly from Newcastle, and was a chef in 
the repair ship HMS Buchan Ness Any info 
to Mrs Parr at 5. Birchfield Grove. 
Ladybridge. Bolton. Lancs BL3 4UR. tel 
01204 656479 


Material submitted for inclusion on this page should be 
brief and clearly written - if possible, typed or printed. 
There may be some delay before items appear in print, 
due to pressure of space. 


EW Branch researched 


A COMPLETE history of the 
EW Branch is being 
researched. 

Are you an ex-RO(S) or 
RO(W)? Were you a founder 
member when the branch 
was formed in 1962/63? 

Do you have any old pho¬ 
tographs, especially course 
photographs, dits, anything 
to do with your branch? 

Can you remember North 
Camp at HMS Mercury or 
branch characters? 

Were you around when the 
branch moved to HMS Dryad 
in 1975? 

Want to give your experi¬ 
ences of the various equip¬ 
ments and transition from 
communicator to golly? Who 
was the infamous person or 
persons who named EWs 


gollies' and why? 

Any information, however 
trivial, would be welcome. All 
material forwarded will, if 
required, be copied and 
returned. 

This research Is not for 
commercial purposes but for 
the benefit of past, present 
and future members of the 
branch. 

■ Do you want an EW Branch 
Association? 

Would you be willing to pay 
a subscription? Would yi 
volunteer your time to act 
a committee member? 

For more details on all the 
above, please contact 
WO(EW) Mick Jenkins, Chief 
Instructor, EW Section, HMS 
Dryad, Southwick, Hants 
POI 7 6EJ, tel 01705 284526. 


ou 

as 
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HMS Sotebay reunion, all commissions, 
is on June 20 at trie Royal Sailors Home 
Club, Portsmouth. Details from Malcolm 
Clarke, 53, Montague Ct, Kmgsdown, 
Bristol BS2 8HT, tel 0117 942 6139, e-mail 
mdarke@darkeassoc.ctemon.co.uk 

The Russian Convoy Club Yorkshire 
West Riding Branch will hold a mini¬ 
reunion on June 24 at branch HQ at East 
Borough Working Men s Club. Battye St. 
Dewsbury, West Yorks. Details from Cyril 
Gaunt. 5, Moorland Close, Gikiersome, 
Leeds, LS27 7DH. tel 0113 253 0596 
HMS Windsor reunion will be in 
Windsor on June 6-7. Details from Tommy 
Vann on 0116 223 0813, or wnte to 19, 
Thurcaston Rd. Old Belgrave. Leicester 
LE4 5PG 


• The Sopwith Pup, pioneering Nava/ scout-fighter. 


Sopwith Pup 


SOPWTTH’S engaging Pup occupies a spe¬ 
cial place in the annals of Naval aviation. 
The modestly-powered single-seat “fighting 
/ed a 


scout ’, which quickly proved a very capable 
aircraft, was pioneered as a warplane by the 
RN Air Service in the spring of 1916, when a 

s A S< 
j p wa 
Squa< 
e the I 


spring c 

Pup was tested by the Navy s A Squadron. 

By that September the Pup was in service 
with No 1 Wing, later No 1 Squadron, of the 
RNAS, several months before the Royal Flying 
Corps took delivery of their machines. 

Although comparatively low-powered - the 
Le-Rhone engine only developed 80hp - its 
handling capabilities made it an ideal platform 
for both war service and experimentation. 

Naval Pups saw action alongside the Army 
on the Western Front in the winter of 1916-17, 
and so successful was No 3 (Naval) Squadron, 
which shot or forced down 80 enemy aircraft 
by the summer of 1917, that enemy pilots were 
known to avoid tangling with them. 

But the Pup was also the first aircraft to fly 
on to the deck of a warship, in August 19l/, 
and the first to fly from a short platform mount¬ 
ed over a warship’s gun turrets. 

In returning to the deck of a ship - HMS 
Furious - a Pup flown by Sqn Cdr E. Dunning 
had to avoid funnels and superstructure as the 
75yd flight deck was built towards the bows. 


Up to that point planes returning to their 
ships had to ditch into the water and rely on 
flotation devices until it was lifted aboard. 

It was a Pup which made the first flight from 
a battle cruiser, HMS Repulse, using a platform 
which could be turned into the wind. 

Pups were also used to test arrester gear - 
Sqn fcdr Dunning’s pioneering flight had relied 
on sailors grabbing ropes dangling from 
beneath the wings as the plane landed. 

Almost 300 Pups saw service with the 
RNAS, including Nos 4, 8, 9 and 12 (Naval) 
Squadrons, Naval C Squadron, the Seaplane 
Defence Right and RNAS stations at Walmer, 
Dover and Great Yarmouth, as well as Naval 
training schools at Cranwell and Manston. 

Built of fabric over a wooden skeleton, the 
Pup could reach speeds of HOmph, and had a 
service ceiling of 17,500ft, which it reached in 
around three-quarters of an hour. 

Western Front Pups had single fixed, forward- 
firing synchronised Vickers machine-guns, 
while shipbome aircraft had a combination of 
Lewis machine-gun and strut-mounted rockets. 

Although their heyday had passed by late 
1917, when the Pup had been all but replaced 
by Sopwith Triplanes and Camels over the 
Western Front, the aircraft was still doingster- 
ling service with carriers and the Grand Fleet. 
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• Derek and Joy Haskins - 
“shell-shocked ” after their 
dual victory. 


Iradinoiuil and (iisioin made Plaques 
and Heraldic Shields 

Tin* per fret way fo lei your ships company remember 


Around the Branches 


DURHAM CITY branch will 
have the honour of rededicat¬ 
ing their standard at the RNA 
Conference service and 
parade on Sunday, June 28. 

The annual conference will this 
year be held at the Royal Spa 
Hotel, Bridlington over the week¬ 
end of June 27-28. 

On June 26 the Hall will be the 
venue for a get-together to wel¬ 
come visitors (1930-midnight). 
There will also be a dance in the 
evening of the following day. 

The Sunday service will be held 
at Bridlington Methodist Church, 
the only church in the town large 
enough to accommodate all the 
visitors. 

March to 
honour 
dead of 
P222 

IN HONOUR of the 47 officers 
and men who died when their sub¬ 
marine, P222 was sunk in World 
War II, Swindon branch plan a 
parade and service. 

The march, beginning from the 
RNA Club at 1430, will end at St 
Mark s Church, Swindon. 

P222 was sunk in the Bay of 
Naples on December 12, 1942, 
and was the town’s adopted war¬ 
ship. 

Details of the parade from the 
branch secretary, Mrs F. E. 
Fowler, 48 Woodside Avenue, 
Swindon (01793 531772). 


MR. R. K. RAYMOND of Newport, Isle of Wight was win¬ 
ner of our February Picture Puzzle competition. 

He identified the photograph of the aircraft carrier as HMS 
Magnificent (1944-65), and correctly answered that she also 
served for a time with the Royal Canadian Navy. 

His reply was picked at random, and he receives our cash 
prize of £30. A further prize of £30 is offered for the name of 
the ship pictured here. 

Complete the coupon and send It to Mystery Picture, Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH. Coupons giving correct answers 
will go into a prize draw to establish a single winner. Closing date for 
entries is May 15. More than one entry can be submitted, but photo¬ 
copies cannot. 

Do not include anything else in your envelope: no correspondence 
can be entered into and no entry returned. The winner will be 
announced in our June edition. The competition is not open to Navy 
News employees or their families. 

MYSTERY PICTURE 38 


Name 


Address 


My answer 


SHIPMATE JOY Haskins 
has won the No. 4 Area 
standard bearers compe¬ 
tition, from under the 
nose of the man who 
trained her - her hus¬ 
band Derek. 

He was runner-up in the con¬ 
test held at Barton Hall, 
Torquay to become the Area's 
deputy standard bearer. 

Joy is also a member of 
Frome branch in which Derek 
is secretary. 

Explaining the couple’s 
somewhat sombre looks for the 
camera after the event. Area 
secretary, Shipmate Mick 
Arnold said: 

“I brought them out for 
that picture immediately 
after the competition 
results were announced. 

I think they were still 
shell-shocked. 

“We think this must be the 
first time that a wife and hus¬ 
band have come first and sec¬ 
ond in such an event.” 

The competition was part of 
the 23rd annual No.4 Area 
Rally attended by over 200 
members. 

At a Saturday dinner they 
were joined by the National 
President, Vice Admiral Sir 
Roy Newman and Lady 
Heather Newman. 

The weekend ended with a 
sods opera in which the 
Chairman’s Shield for the best 
group act was won by Liskeard 


branch, and the Chairman’s 
Cup for the best individual by 
Shipmate Len Hawker of 
Ferndown branch. 


Durham's 
big day 


parade 


Joy pips husband to post 
in standard 
bearer contest 


Cheshunt 

A memorial service for the late 
Shipmate Ron Joy was conducted 
by the Rev. Martin Banister, 
branch chaplain at Christ Church, 
Waltham Cross. Branch standards 
displayed were from Fleet Street, 
Kingsbury & Kenton, Waltham 
Forest, Kingston, Luton & 
Dunstable. Enfield, St Albans, 
Hounslow, South Harrow, Reading 
and Paddock Wood as well as 
Cheshunt. 

After the service a reception was 
held at branch HO where ship¬ 
mates paid their own tributes to 
Ron’s widow, Marion, and his fam- 
ily. 

Redruth & Camborne 

A very successful year was 
reported at the branch annual gen¬ 
eral meeting. Tributes were paid to 
chairman Shipmate John Bennetts 
for organising the annual dinner 
dance. Also praised were fund-rais¬ 
ers Shipmates Irene Williams, 
Irene Nichols, and Stan and Pat 
Stephens. 

Wigston & District 

A branch Valentines dance was 
attended by 150 shipmates and 
guests, including representatives of 
Market Harborough and Newark 
branches, and Leicester branch of 
the RMA. Shipmate Stebbings and 
his wife, Pat. organised the event. 

Gloucester 

After three rough years, the tide 
seems to have turned for the 
branch which now’ has new' club 
premises at 18 Commercial Road. 
It was packed for the official open¬ 
ing by branch vice president. 


Shipmate John Hawes. 

Those present included the pres¬ 
ident and chairman of No.7 Area, 
Shipmates George Davidge and 
Mervyn Hodge, and the branch 
chairman and vice chairman, 
Shipmates Fred (Shooter) Hill and 
Bungy Williams. 

The club, leased from the Royal 
British Legion, has a skittle alley 
and hopes to revive competition 
with other branches for the 
Mountbatten Trophy. 

Opening hours Friday to 
vSaturday at 1900-2300, and 2000- 
1400 on Sundays. Those who wish 


to visit the club out of hours should 
call 01453 810571 or 01452 305438. 

Wetherby 

The branch will be sponsoring 
two of the six races, with a Naval 
theme, during an evening meeting 
at the A1 Racecourse on May 6, 
starting at 1800. Other attractions 
will include a performance by the 
Royal Marines Drums and Bugles, 
and Harrogate Sea Cadet unit 
band. 

The event is part of a fund-rais¬ 
ing and publicity drive by the RNA, 
and all shipmates are welcome. 


‘Doc’ Jim wins 
Cardiff accolade 


THE ADMIRATION of Cardiff 
members for their branch 
standard bearer, former PO 
Medical Assistant Jim (Doc) 
Attenborough (right), has 
resulted in him being named 
Shipmate of the Year. 

He was awarded the Tom 
and Joan Davies Shield pre¬ 
sented by branch chairman, 
Shipmate Gordon Phillips. 

Doc was invalided out of 
the Navy after 20 years ser¬ 
vice. His ships included Type 
14 frigates and County-class 
destroyers. 

Standard bearer for two 
years, Doc has Impressed 
members with the dignity 
with which he has performed 
his duties at parades and 
funerals. 



There are concessionary rates for 
parties of at least 20. Details from 
Shipmate Dick Knight (01937 
581404). 

Woking 

A hundred shipmates and guests 
attended the branch's 15th 
anniversary dinner. Toasts were 
proposed by the chairman. 
Shipmate G. Kitcatt, and by 
Shipmates Rod Fraser and W. 
Blount. 

Ferndown 

New president is Shipmate 
George Curtis, a veteran of World 
War II who served in HMS Hood. 
He has been branch welfare officer 
for 12 years and vice president for 
three years. 

George succeeds Shipmate Capt 
Peter Brown, who was congratulat¬ 
ed for his services. Also congratu¬ 
lated was Shipmate Colin Lewis 
who was re-elected branch chair¬ 
man. 

Gosport 

Associate member Shipmate 
Curly Munday received a certifi¬ 
cate of appreciation from branch 
president. Vice Admiral Sir Ian 
McIntosh for his years of service. 

Chard 

Shipmates were interested to 
read that a Capt Corcaron took the 
salute at Southend-on-Sea’s Pearl 
Harbor remembrance service. 
Coincidence, perhaps, but mem¬ 
bers of Chard branch were ‘serving’ 
at the same time tinder another 
Capt Corcaron - the ship’s 
Commanding Officer in the local 
production of Gilbert and 
Sullivan's HMS Pinafore. 


their postings as well as bcinj; ideal for 
presentations. 


ci 


Choose 1 
range of sta 
even customise your i 

order quantity is 25 pieces. Manufactured in Singapore, these 
beautifully photo engraved, polished metal plaques are skillfully 
hand painted and mounted on the finest light or dark stained teak. 

Prices and orderforms are availablefrom your Naafi ships retail manager or Naafi transit stores. 




ROYAL NAVY 


RUGBY UNION 


ROYAL NAVY 

VERSUS 

ROYAL AIR FORCE 


at 

The Victory Stadium, 
PORTSMOUTH 

Wednesday 6 May 1998 KO 7.00pm 


PRECEDED BY ENGLAND STUDENTS v SPANISH STUDENTS at 5pm 

Meet new and old acquaintances before the match 

NOT JUST A RUGBY MATCH BUT A SOCIAL OCCASION 

Tickets £8 (Children £5) 

also special rates for Schools and Sea Cadet Units from 
RNRU Ticket Secretary 01705 865575 FAX 01705 725472 
HMS TEMERAIRE, Burnaby Road, Portsmouth POI 2HB 
Sponsored By Willis Corroon. 

CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 01705 865575 



















































1998, NAVY NEWS 


Options » 


Property & Miscellaneous 




SAILING SOON? 

We successfully LET and MANAGE properties 
throughout the South with our caring but 
professional service. Ring today for friendly 
competent advice on all aspects of Letting. 
Telephone North End (01705) 668886 
Chichester (01243) 780094 
Woolston (01703) 445899 






— Parkinson Fairlie Robertson 


JOYS FLOWERS 


12 RED ROSES OR MXD. £13.85 
40 FREESIA*S £ FERN. £14.75 
SPR1NWSDNMER BOUQUET. £17.50 
JUMBO BOUQUET £25.00 

ALL C/C’s ACCEPTED 
CHEQUES PAYABLE TO 

JOYS FLAMINGO 

ST SAMPSONS, GUERNSEY. GY2 4WB 
TEL 01481 46708 

USE AS AN ORDER FORM IF YOU SO WISH 


FOR SALE 


PLYMOUTH AREA 

Attractive, purpose built, 

I bedroom flat, central location, 
shared gardens, D/G, parking 
slot, long lease, £31,950 ono for 
further details phone 
(01752) 271770 


MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 

IAN FRASER (ex RN) 

37A Chilwell Road 
Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1EH 


GOLD WIRE BADGE CO 

Gold Vks Bluer Badges-all ships . £1040 


Framed Wire Badges (5x5). . £12.00 

White Gauntlets . £20.00 

While Cotton Gloves Pair... £ 150 

Navy/Black Berets P/b-8 . £ 7.00 

Any Association Wka Beret Badge . £ 450 

RN A Naval Division Ties .£ 8.55 

Block Cttp~on Ties .f 450 

RN Buttons: Large £1*0, Small £ ISO 

Winter Blousons, Black. Navy 

RNARNFAA/FAA Assn . £20.00 

Navy blue V-neck Jumpers: 

RNA/RU/FAA/FAA Assn . £1240 

White Pitot Shirts- 

RNA/m/RNPSA/FAA/FAA Assn . £11.75 


Sweatshirts Navy, Gray, FAA/FAAAssn .. £14.50 
Screen Printed Swoatshtrts-one offs, 


ok bodges . 

Bosuns coH 4 (Ml. 

. £1450 

f"irflr» ri ahWdftf 11 -»- • - 

. 


Officers Cep Badges. 

Gold Sword Knot_ 

Leather Sword Belts. 

Sword Bags. 

. £11.00 

.£23.00 

.£70.00 

.£30.00 


oNprice* incktdo PAP 

II.Detehemd 6r1ve,Sh*w,Otdhnm.lnncs.OL28TJ 

Tel/Fax: 01706 846648 
E-mail:- robroy(a>lineone.net 


r FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS—. 

From own original paintings 





Over 400 available 

Print laminated with canvas texture film 
to resemble an original oil painting 
size 8'x16' for £35 plus P&P 
For list please send SAE to: 

SEART 5, THE CHASE, GOSPORT, 
HANTS PQ12 3TD 


EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters, Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts, Badges 

PRINTED 


Teeshirts, Sweatshirts, 
Badges, Coffee mugs 
And lots more, all from one supplier 

No artwork or setting up costs on majority of goods 
High quafty. competitive prices, prompt delivery. 

BFPO tax-free service 
Send for our new price list: 

Reynold Sports 

51/52, High Street, Lincoln, LN5 8AP 
Tel: 01522 513333 
Fax: 01522 530383 


flew photo's 
from Old! 


Scratched * Ripped * Faded 


Using a computerised 
process, we can invisibly 
repair your cherished 
photographs without 
damaging your original 
image . 

Repairs from: £19.99 
Enlargements from: £6.00 

Ouantom imaging 

freepost TK2077(no stamp req) 
PO tfox 84. Egham. 

Surrey. TW208BR 

TEC- 01784 43060 7 


WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE LTD 

Full size and miniature medals 
supplied and mounted for wear or 
display. Send for a full list of 
miniature medals.emblems, clasps, 
etc. SAE appreciated 
147-149 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill 
Bromsgrove, Worcs. B61 0JZ 
Telephone 01527 835375 
Access/Visa welcome 


PhotoGrciph To _ 

_ Oil Painting 


.A photograph 
Jof yourself in 
7 uniform or 
your ship can 
be transformed into 
a beautiful oil painting. 


Perfect Gift for a loved one. 


Full Details: 15A, Walliscote Grove 
Road,Weston-Super-Mare 
Somerset. BS23 4UJ. 

Quote NN for 10% Discount. 



Classifieds 01705 724226 


THOUSANDS OF NAUTICAL 
SOUVENIRS. Memorabilia, Hags, 
sextants, logs, clocks, telescopes, 
lights, models, chronometers, 
cutlasses, cannonballs Maritime 
items wanted. Nautical Centre, 
Harbour Passage. Hope Square, 
Weymouth. Tel: 01305 777838. 

“HI” SOAPY. L 50APY for sale. 
On Retention Cert. £550 Tel 01983 
755536. 

LOST TOUCH with friends from 
your service days? We are dedicated 
to helping you get back in touch. 
Forces Connect Association. 57 
Norwich Close, Lichfield. Staffs 
WS13 7SJ (SAE). 


REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer 
Badges, Cuff-Links, Buttons, 
Medals, Cap Badges, Militaria. 
£1.50 for list. Caimcross (Dep. NN), 
31, Belle Vue St.. Filey. N. Yorks 
Y014 9HU. 

CAR TO SELL ? SEE PAGE 36 

NAVAL HERALDRY. Hand 
Painted authentic Naval ships 
badges for sale, mounted in a 
wooden frame size 11 '/z” x 1272" 
aprox. Any badge painted to order 
£28 inc p&p. Discount on Bulk 
orders. ‘Heradic Design'. 105 
Walmer Road. Fratton. Portsmouth 
Hants P03 5AT. Tel 01705 735143 



ATTENTION ALL NAVY SONGSTERS!! 

A SPECIAL SPRING OFFER YOU CAN’T RESIST 

“GREY FUNNEL LINES” 

The foremost book on Navy songs from messdeck and wardroom 

PLUS 

ALL THREE CASSETTES OF RN SONGS 

(‘In the Naval Spirit”, Round the Buoy”, *Sally Free and Easy*) 

Sung by CYRIL TAWNEY 

ALL FOR A COMBINED PRICE OF £24.00 

(including postage & packing) 

MQfg than a , t hird off the normal pri eg 

OFFER OPEN TO UK ADDRESSES/STERLING PAYMENTS ONLY 

NO OTHER FULL SET WAS EVER MORE ATTRACTIVE!! 

OFFER ENDS 31st MAY 

Orders to NEPTUNE TAPES (NN). 521 Meanwood Road. LEEDS. LS6 4AW 



ry ENGRAVING 

x Service Available 

GLOSSOP TROPHIES 

iJSP^i^LManufacture Pewter Tankards. Trophies. Goblets and 

I mv % 7 Hip Flasks 

In ' ^Tankards engraved with Badge Crest from £5.50 ♦ VAT 
|U /: SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOGUE 

R[ TEL: (0114) 2765554 FAX: (0114) 2750377 

Is G10SS0PS TROPHIES. 86 BROAD STREET. SHEFFIELD S2 4LE 


ENAMEL BADGES 
Tie Slides, Cuff Links, 
StickPins, Etc. 

Made to order at 
competitive 
prices. 

Min. Order 
100 units 


GET 

PROMOTION! 


T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Polos, 
Rugby Shirts, Hooded Tops, 
Singlets, 

Baseball Hats, Ties, 
Embroidered 
Badges and Jumpers,^ 
Pennants, Mugs, 

Sports Bags and Holdalls, 
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits 


AS PROMOTIONS 

12. Avenue Industrial Estate. 
Justin Road. London, E4 8SU 
Telephone 0181-523 3283 
Fax 0181-531 7298 



FLEET BADGES 

1918-1998 



Authentic Coloured 
Heatsealed - Framed 

5mx5m-£9.00 8mx8k, £14JO 
Un framed Prints: 5m x 4m £4.00 

All prices Include UK postage 
AJ. LAW 

4, Old Station Gardens, Shaftesbury Road 
Uenstridge, Somerset BA8 0PU 

Tel: 01963 364172 


EMBROIDERED BADGES 

CUMMERBUNDS,TIES 

Cap Tallies. Sweatshirts. 
Ships Crests 6" 8 12" 
Printed T-Shirts and Baseball Caps 
All made to order 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wall Road. Gwinear. Hayle. 
Cornwall TR27 5HA. 

Tel Fax: 01736 850724 


TIES, BADGES & 
PLAQUES 

By Mail Order 
SHIPS/SQUADRONS/ 
REGIMENTS/CLUB 

HM Services and custom-made for Clubs, 
Bands, Choirs, etc. 

Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons & 
sundries 

Please send SAE for lists 

THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) NN 
Over Briar, Beech Well Lane, Edge 
End, Coteford, Glos. GL16 7HA 
Tel/Fax : 01594 832200 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Own an individually hand-built 
waterline presentation model of your 
ship, perhaps long gone but never 
forgotten. Any H.M. vessel or R.F.A. 
from 1920 onwards, in various sizes. 
Contact for further details: 

Ron Hughes, 

Model Shipwright, 
Feldemore, Bacton, Stowmarket 
Suffolk, IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 
Companion of the 
Royai Institution of Naval Architects 


TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 


OFF 




iHIGHl 

STREET 

PRICES 


DIRECT 


0118 981 0222 



Quality Wooden Giftware 
may all be personalised with 
Crests; Logos; Motifs 
by our Laser Engraving 

Keyrings; Coasters; Fens+Cases 
Trinket Boxes; Plaques 

Just Wood, Wetmore Rd 
Burton-on-Trent 

® + 44 (0) 1283-530958 
Fax +44(0)1283-511526 


Z&entworTh 

the Pftoterers 

FORMERLY CORIVO PRODUCTS 

High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 
Ship's Crests, Badges and 
Logos to your own designs. 

Competitive prices. 

Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD [Jj_ 

Tankard House. 25 Leadmill Road. Sheffield SI 3JA 
Tel 0114 272 5676 A01M 275 4168 Fax 0114 272 6651 


>£< 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 

Hand painted on wooden base 6in x 7in 
£23.50 + £1.40 UK Postage. 
REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 
(minimum 36) 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 



i— GREENBURGH’S 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 

WALL PLAQUES 



HAND PAINTED ON OAK BASE ANY DESIGN 
£23.50 +£1.50 UK POSTAGE 
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 
BADGES WIRE OR SILK, ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
TIES CLUB. REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
MEDALS MIN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS) 
Send SAE for quotes and price list 

49 DEREK AVENUE, HOVE, SUSSEX 
BN3 4PE. TEL: (01273) 416138 



LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE A MINIATURE 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

ir Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 


IWC2H7HA 
TEL 0171-93# 1979 

FAX 0171-930 1152 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES (N) 
PO BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR3 1GJ 

Tel: 0181 325 5193 
Medals - full size and miniature, 
mounted for wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wall plaques 


^ ^APTAttroc 

ANY SHIP 

y# B —MANY IN STOCK 

For co mpreh ensive list please send SAE 


SHIPS BADGES 
SILK/WIRE SHIPS BADGES AND 
TIES FOR ASSOCIATIONS 


SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLIES 
i,ttiDcwn,LONGim±auEN 1 »imoL 
TEL: 0117 9327967 FAX: 9329542 


YOUR SHIP 
OR YOURSELF 

painted by 

HOWARD MALE, BA. 

(Fine Art and Painting) 
Reasonable Rates ~ Full Details from 
143, Halfmoon Lane, Heme Hill 
London SE24 9JY 


Navy News 
Own 

Products 

If you are not satisfied 
with one of our own 
products sold through 
this paper, simply 
returnit to us unused 
within 14 days and we 
will replace it free of 
charge or issue a full 
refund (including 
postageJ 

This guarantee does not 
affect your statutory rights. 



COME TO THE MANUFACTURERS 


& CUT OUT THE MIDDLE MAN!! 
WE MAKE EMBROIDERED BADGES, 
CRESTS & GARMENTS. WE PRINT 
STICKERS, T-SHIRTS, SWEATSHIRTS. 
WE ARE THE BIGGEST PRODUCERS 
OF PERSONALISED COFFEE MUGS 
IN EUROPE, AND SUPPLY MOST OF 
THE WORLDS ARMED FORCES. 
TOP QUALITY, 1st CLASS SERVICE, 
UNBEATABLE VALUE !! 

CALL NOW FOR DETAILS & PRICES. 


1 " TERRANE PROMOTIONS. TERRANE HOUSE, I 
WHISBY WAY IND EST LINCOLN LN6 SIQ I 
TEL: (01511) 497000 / FAX: (01521) 697154 | 


NAVY NEWS NOTICE 
TO READERS 

The publishers of Navy News 
cannot accept responsibility for 
the accuracy of any 
advertisement or for any losses 
suffered by any readers as a 
result. Readers are strongly 
recommended to make their own 
enquiries and seek appropriate 
commercial, legal and financial 
advice before sending any money 
or entering into any legally 
binding agreement. 



HMS RFA & RN A WALL SHIELDS 
Handmade to order 


6in x 


£21.20* inc UK postage 
* add £1.45 for optional motto/title scroll 
Up to 40% discount with quantity orders 
C&A BEHARRELL 
187, Victoria Avenue, Hull, HU5 3EF 
Tel/Fax: 01482 213398 
Please send SAE for Brochure 
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Options 



Accommodation 



3&opal jfleet Club 

Morice Square 
Devonport 
Plymouth PL1 4PG 

Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 

All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families 
and dependants plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. 
members who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 
FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding 
Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 

ASK FOR QUOTATION , CONTACT THE MANAGER 
WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 



"Aggies" Rosyth 

Your chance to take 
the pressure out of service 
life for a few days 

’Aggies* Rosyth is designed with naval 
personnel in mind and is as well equipped 
as any small hotel with two family units and 
two double rooms with en-suite bathrooms; 
restaurant; lounge; coffee bar; multi-gym; 
snooker room; laundry room; a meeting 
room and a chapel. 

Call now on 01383 413770, to book 
some time at 'Aggies' Rosyth the next 
time you're ashore. 

The Royal Sailors’ Rest 
Rosyth, Ferry Toll Road, Rosyth, 

Fife KYI I 2XF. 

Serving the Royal Navy since 1876 



Province Of Natal Hotel 

5, Greenhill, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 7SR 

The a gift after World War 2 

holidays and short breaks for all 
tH, RM, WRNS or QARNNS 
gists, families and close relatives, 
ife swimming and fine sands. 

•All rooms en-suite with tea and coffee facilities and colour TV 

*Lifno all floors *Resiaente^^^*Cnildrer^n^Pet^welcome 
•Double, Twin and Family rooms available 
•We cater for small ships re-unions 

Group booking discounts available 
For more information Tel: 01305 784108 of Fax: 01305 770575 

ld*fftyNo22M44 



ADVERTISING RATES 

(exi t. VAT) 

as effective Jrnm 1st April ( JS 


DISPLAY 

Full Page .£2,100 

Half Page.£1,160 

Quarter Page .£655 

S.c.c.£13 

CLASSIFIED 

Lineage.85p per word 

~ Trade minimum.30wds. 

For Sale, Minimum.lOwds. 

Penfriends see page 37 

Box number.£3 

Discounts, Colour Rates, Technical Details 
available on request. 

Tel: 01705 724226 For a full media pack 


Video, Joke^ • f UN „ C J!?„able rates 


Tel: IU383 419977 
F ax: 01383 411728 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POI 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms + full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £16 per person per night 

Telephone (01705) 823522 


S’ £F*F" 

COMMENDED 


PORTSMOUTH 

EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 


01705 731001 A 


•OWN KEYS - NO RESTRICTIONS''HC, TEAJCOFFEE, CTV A SKY TV ALL 
ROOMS"ENSUITE AND FAMILY ROOMS - COTS' UNRESTRICTED PARKING 
*11TH YEAR SAME OWNERS' 


_ \ 1ST NOV - 31 ST MARCH 1998 £14.00 P.P.P.N. 

(MIN BOOKING 2 DAYS) 

33, FEST1NG ROAD, SOUTHSEA, HANTS. PQ4 PNG 


Plymouth Hoe 

Small friendly Guest House 
overlooking the Hoe and Seafront. 
All rooms CTV, Tea/Coffee, C.H 
Mostly ensuite. Sky T.V Lounge. 
Parking. Courtesy pick up from 
Stations. Credit cards accepted. 
From £28 double £15 single. 
Tel: 01752 660675 

Edgecumbt Guest House 

50 Pier St. West Hoe , Plymouth PLI 3BT 


SHROPSHIRE COURT 

GUEST HOUSE 
33 Granada Road, Southsea 

Friendly family run, 2 mins, from sea and 
entertainments. Close to ferries, Naval 
base, shops, etc. Own keys, Satellite TV 
all rooms, no restrictions, B&B. Holiday or 
short stay. Ample private car parking 
Mrs Pat Green (01705) 731043 


ALBATROSS 
Guest House 

51 Waverley Road, Southsea 
Hants P05 2PJ (01705) 828325 
Prop Ann Baker 
Car Park on premises 
You are guaranteed a friendly welcome in 
this home from home in Southsea. Each 
bedroom has been decorated with a nautical 
theme and has all the atmosphere of the 
great Naval traditions of this area. There are 
also cable TV’s, private washing facilities, tea 
and coffee, and full central heating in 
each room. Special rates for winter months. 


PLYMOUTH 

| adjacent to the Hoe and Park. Friendly 
family run Guest House offers you a 
warm welcome and personal service. 
Facilities include residents lounge. TV. 
Radio. TeaCoffee. Licensed. Central 
Heating all rooms. From £i3pp. 
THE FIRS 13. Pier Street. West Hoe. 
TEL: 01752 262870 


2(pck garden Motet, 

Southsea 

Special 

Winter 

tfreaks 

For Naval Personnel 
£32 per room 
(one or two persons) 

Central for all Southsea amenities and 
entertainments. Quality en-suite 
bedrooms. Satellite TV’s alt rooms, 
tea/coffee facilities, lounge, private car 
park 

★ Attractive Bar ★ 

★ Delightful restaurant ★ 

Clarence Road 
Southsea 
P052LQ 
Tel: 01705 833018 



SOUTHSEA 
RED TUBS GUEST HOUSE 

52 WAVERLEY ROAD, SOUTHSEA 

Warm and friendly run Guest House, ideally 
situated for the Naval Base/shopping 
centres/Continental Ferry Port/beaches 
etc.Own keys, no restrictions, colour T.V. in 
all rooms & C.H. Holiday or short breaks 
JUNE & TERRY (01705) 832440 


LADY HAMILTON 
21 The Hard, Portsmouth 
Ye olde alehouse 
Reopened after more than 
70 years 

Free house and B&B 
★ special rates naval personnel ★ 

Tel: 01705 870505 


emeemee 

urn INN 
SBfc/fmxt 
tmmns 

★ Restaurant ★ 

★ Swimming pool * 
★ Owner Ex RN ★ 


PH0ME/FAV: CCZC Ml IVlTt 


PLYMOUTH 

HOEOATE HOl'SE 


Situated the Hoe A Barbican ms, dots 
walking distance to city centra, bus, station. 
Rooms of high standard with showers, colour 
TV, HAC, tea/coffee tadHties, OL 
£14. P.P.P.N standard double or £15 with shower 
SAE for Brochure. Tel: 01752 661033 



SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17, SOUTH PARADE 
(Opposite the Pyramids) 

TEL: 01705 875566 
Special rates for all service 
personnel and Family £22J0p.p. 
in full ensuite double or twin- 
bedded room. 

if 4 crown seafront hotel 

★ Colour TV, tea/coffee facilities 

★ Games rooms - full size snooker 
table 

★ Ideally situated near all local 
attractions and its nightlife. 


GOSPORT CHERRY TREES’ 

15 Linden Grove, Alverstoke. 
etb 1 crown. All rooms H/C, tea 
making, English breakfast, 


To Advertise Ring Linda on 01705 725062 


children welcome. Close 
harbour, Haslar, Dolphin Sultan. 
£13 p.p Lin or Steve Gell, Tel: 
01705 521 543 


Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV, fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend. 

MINIMUM 2 PER SONS OR CHARG LF Q R 


Charge IWEEKLY JULY & AUGUST.£80 

per IWEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER ...£70 

person 1 OTHER MONTHS.£50 

(Peposit: £10 per person - nightly.£10 


ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 

Guests, who anticipate a late arrival should inform the management (01705-733581) 
Chidren 12 years or under - HALF PRICE if steeping in the same room as adults. 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURNG MAY - OCTOBER. 
S.A.E. please giving dates and number 

MR CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH 733581 



AA PLYMOUTH HOE RAC 
* Lockyer St, PL1 2QD * 
Telephone: (01752) 227311 

Eleaant Victorian Building with 22 
Bedrooms - 5 Ground Floor. Nauti¬ 
cal Flavour Cocktail Bar. Colour TV, 
Radio, Tea/Coffee/ Telephone all 
rooms. Most en suite. Large car 
park. Navyv News Readers 10% 
Accommodation Discount. All 
Credit Cards accepted. 

Brochure & or Booking contact: 
Lt. Cdr. Alan Jones RNR (Ret’d) 
m A ‘Personal Service' Comfortable Hotel’ 


THE ELMS Guest House 

48 Victoria Road South, Southsea 

A small, friendly, family run Guest House 
offering B&B (overnight or weekly rales). 
Close to Naval base, station, shops and 
nightlife. Colour TV, tea/coffee 
facilities in all rooms. Some rooms 
en-suite. Own keys, limited parking. 

Paddy and John (Joe) Erskine 
Tel / Fax Portsmouth (01705) 823924 


- PLYMOUTH- 

MOUNTBATTEN 

3 Crown Commended 

Tel: 01752 563843 Fax: 01752 606014 
Royal Fleet Club A Naval Base 
within walking distance. 

* AU Rooms CTV, TeaJCoffee 
A Phones. Mainly En Suite. 

* Free Parking * Bar 
* Credit Cards Accepted 
52, Exmoulh Road, Stoke. Plymouth. PL1 4QU 


The Dorcliffe 

Licensed Guest House 
42 Waverley Road. Southsea. P05 2PP 

Comfortable, friendly, Licensed Guest 
House Ideally situated. BB & EM varied 
menu. All rooms colour TV, tea/coffee 
facilities. En-suites available. Dogs 
welcome. Special weekly rates. 

Tel: 01705 828283 


Osmond Quest Mouse 

42 Pier Strut, ‘VYcst Sloe 

01752 229705 

Bed and Breakfast from £14-£ 18.00 


stations. 4 poster bed. AU rooms 
\ CTV. Tea/Coffee making. 
Some En-suite. Parking. 


AUSTIN HOTELh 

3 CLARENCE PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 

Licensed 

Welcomes the Royal Navy 
All rooms bright and modem 

Colour TV in all rooms, central 
heating, seafront position. 

No restrictions 

Discount allowed for Serving 
Personnel 

Telephone Portsmouth 821785 


Canterbury BelT\ 
Guest House 

29 St Simons Road, 
Southsea, Portsmouth 



Modem, Comfortable En-Suite 
accomodation. All rooms have 
Satellite TV, Tea/CofTee making 
facilities & arc centrally heated. 
Private car parking. Studio Rats are 
available for self-catering. Rooms 
from £15 p.p. per night. 


Phone/Fax Catriona Randall on 
w (01705)351277 . 


J CANAL HOLIDAYS! V, 



LUXURY TO ECONOMY - GREAT RiN 

Brochure from 

Middlewich Narrowboats 

52, Canal Terrace, Middlewich 
. Cheshire. CW10 9BD . 

A Tel 01606 832460 r 



—THE GRAND HOTEL- 

Plymouth 

Accommodation & Full English Breakfast 
Peak Season (April - Oct) 

£27.50 p.p p.n sharing double/twin executive 
Special Discounted Rates offered for 1 night or more 
between Thursday — Sunday 
Built in 1879 with 77 bedrooms and conveniently 
situated on Plymouth Hoe 

Telephone: 

(01752)661195 5 Crown* commended 


AA 

★ ★★ 



OCEAN HOTEL 
& APARTMENTS 

4 SUPERB HOTEL ROOMS & 
SUITES 

* SELF-CONTAINED APARTMENTS 

FOR LONG & SHORT TERM 
STAYS FROM 1 TO 4 BEDROOMS 

* UNBEATABLE RATES & FURTHER 
DISCOUNTS TO ALL SERVICE 
PERSONNEL 

* SEAFRONT LOCATION, CAR 
PARK, LIFT, MAGNIFICENT VIEWS 

TEL: 01705 734233 FAX: 297046 


8-10 ST HELENS PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 





NAVY NEWS NOTICE TO READERS 

The publishers of Navy News cannot accept 
responsibility for the accuracy of any 
advertisement or for any losses suffered by any 
readers as a result. Readers are strongly 
recommended to make their own enquiries and 
seek appropriate commercial, legal and financial 
advice before sending any money or entering into 
any legally binding agreement. 
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Options 


Motoring 




FORD has unveiled the successor to the 
Escort, and the all-new Ford Focus which 
goes on sale across Europe in the autumn 
is so radically different you can see why 
they had to find a new name. 

The striking “new edge” design maintains the 
progression started with the Ka and followed 
through with the sporty Puma and the soon-to- 
arrive Probe successor, the Cougar. 

Ford says the Focus, which will be available in 
three-, four-, five-door and estate versions, is 
designed to change customers’ expectations of a 
car in its class through a combination of design, 
dynamics and versatility. 

Engine choices include 1.4, 1.6, 1.8 and 2 litre 
multivalve petrol injection and an all-new 1.8 litre 
diesel turbo, and while economy is improved by up 
to 25 per cent against the outgoing Escort, emis¬ 
sions are 98 per cent less than when that model was 
launched 30 years ago. 

While the Focus will be the lightest in its class, it 


will also have a chassis twice as stiff as most rivals, 
improved crash protection, and an impressive safe¬ 
ty package using the latest technology with dual 
frontal and side airbags. 

For accident avoidance, the anti-lock brake sys¬ 
tem has electronic brake force distribution and the 
first application of full-speed traction control. 

The latest vehicle dynamics technology also 
includes ESP - not quite extra sensory perception, 
but a computerised system to enhance vehicle sta¬ 
bility during abrupt manoeuvres, automatically cor¬ 
recting for oversteer or understeer such as during 
severe lane-changes on ice and snow. 

Also on offer will be an advanced traveller assis¬ 
tance system, based on a radio unit that integrates 
hands-free telephone with Global Positioning 
Satellite receiver to provide affordable satellite nav¬ 
igation and emergency call facilities. 

And on the basics front, Focus follows the new 
Vauxhall Astra with a 12-year guarantee against cor¬ 
rosion. 


whole new Focus on Ford 



MILITARY AND 
TAX-FREE SALES 

Park Lane 

77 Park Lane, London W1Y 3TD. 

Tel: (0171) 514 0400 Fax: (0171) 629 9005 


Please tick appropriate box: Rover 200 

□ 

Range Rover □ 

Mini 

□ Rover 400 

□ 

Discovery 

□ 

MG 

□ Rover 600 

□ 

Freelander 

□ 

Finance Info 

□ Rover 800 

□ 

Defender 

□ 


To: Park Lane Military Sales, Freepost 16 Lon 14112 W1E 3AN 

Title/Rank.Initials.Surname. 

Address. 


Town/Country..Postcode. 

Tel No.Work No. 

Model Required.Part Exchange. 

N N 


Glorious line-up JJJ, 

for Goodwood service 


speed festival 



• Nostalgia trip - start of the 1962 Tourist Trophy at Goodwood. 

Picture: John Brierley 


F ANS of motor sport 
ancient and modern 
who expect to be on 
home soil this summer 
could be in for a rare treat 
just a short drive from 
Portsmouth Naval Base, 
over the county boundary 
into West Sussex. 

For in June there is the sixth 
Goodwood Festival of Speed 
(June 12-14), the international 
hillclimb using the drive of the 
stately home which drew some 
of the greatest names in motor 
racing and about 130,000 spec¬ 
tators last year to the biggest 
event of its kind in the world. 

And then in September there 
will be the hard-fought return of 
racing to the historic nearby aero¬ 
drome circuit, with a three-day 
meeting starting on September 18 
- the 50th anniversary of the cir¬ 
cuit’s original opening - with 
Spitfires adding to the nostalgic 
atmosphere. 

Race entries for both meetings 
are by invitation only, and the cast 
list is spectacular, from Goodwood 
stalwarts Stirling Moss, John 
Surtees, Phil Hill and Sir Jack 
Brabham to some of today’s 
Formula 1, sportscar and IndyCar 
heroes like Mario Andretti and Al 


Unser. 

Even on the press day the line¬ 
up included Surtees, Roy 
Salvadori, Jack Sears, John 
Cooper, Les Leston and Five-times 
Le Mans winner Derek Bell - who 
flew back from Florida just for the 
day. 

Joining in the Goodwood cele¬ 
brations will be Porsche, having 
their 50th birthday party at the 
Festival, Lotus (also 50 years). 
Ford (30 years of the Escort) and 
BMW motorcycles (75 years), 
while the centenary of Norton 
motorcycles will also be marked. 

The festival is a family event 
staged in a garden party atmos¬ 
phere with straw bale barriers 


rather than intrusive fences. 

But out on the track some dri¬ 
vers take it all very seriously, 
Jonathan Palmer holding the 
course record averaging more than 
90 mph from standing start 
through tight bends and past flint 
walls to fly over the finisn on the 
crest of the Downs in a Williams 
FI car. 

A three-day advance ticket for 
the festival costs £40 (accompanied 
children under 12 admitted free) - 
there will be no tickets at the gate 
on the Sunday - while a three-day 
ticket for the circuit revival meet¬ 
ing costs £50. 

For advance bookings call 01243 
787766 or fax 01243 755005. 


EVERYONE in the Services 
knows of the tax advantages to be 
gained when on land-based over¬ 
seas postings, but there are other 
avenues open to Royal Navy per¬ 
sonnel who don’t qualify. 

SCE auto international, based at 
Faringdon in Oxfordshire, has 
more than 30 years' experience in 
UK and worldwide vehicle supply 
for members of the forces and 
their families, boasting a customer 
base that “stretches from Brussels 
to Belize, from Strasbourg to 
Sidney”. 

It offers more than 190 models 
from major manufacturers, tax- 
free for export or tax-paid for qual¬ 
ifying personnel, all at concession 
prices. 

For Royal Navy, Royal Marines 
and Royal Fleet Auxiliary person¬ 
nel unable to buy tax-free, it has a 
special scheme called the RN 
Home Plan. 

All mariners, including those 
serving at sea or in distant stations 
can enjoy the special concession 
prices, SCE promising immediate 
response to enquiries from any 
part of the world by mail, fax or 
‘phone, with brochures from 
Chrysler, Jeep, Kia, Mazda, Rover 
or MG and a selection of nearly- 
new cars. 

SCE arranges everything includ¬ 
ing Finance plans, with guaranteed 
future value packages if required, 
and will pre-agree a value on used 
cars for trade-in right up to new car 
handover day, on the dockside, at 
home, or any other convenient UK 
location. 

For details write to SCE Ltd, PO 
Box 177, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 
7EW, UK. Tel 01367 241225 or fax 
01367 242000. 


SELLING 


YOUR 



WHY NOT 
ADVERTISE WITH 
US! 


You can advertise 
from as little as 


£15.00 for 15 words 


Contact Lynda or 
Glen on 

01705 725062 



Insurance agents BRADFORD & HATCHER LTD (established 1967) offer 

Forces Direct 



Insurance 


MOTOR INSURANCE 

HOME & CONTENTS INSURANCE • KIT INSURANCE 

♦Exclusive schemes & preferential rates for H.M. Forces * 

♦ Specialist Rates for Young Drivers and High-Performance Cars * 

♦ Fast & Efficient Claims Service * 

* 24 Hour Helpline * 

♦ Monthly Payments * 

FOR AN INSTANT QUOTATION & GUARANTEED SAVINGS CALL FREE ON 


0800 068 0279 


Manor Court, 12 St 


Bradford & Hatcher Ltd. 

St., Ipswich IP4 2AT. Tel: 01473 211951 
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Jaguar's I'm in charge' car 


tretch out and relax - 
in a commanding 


Cm a 

machine. 

Captains of the country, of 
industry, and indeed of 
Britain’s aircraft carriers, all 
share a mode of transport 
which is powerful, elegantly 
luxurious and cuts a dash to 
make the statement l Tm in 
charge” - Jaguar cars. 

They might seem a little exotic 
for some, but there is no doubting 
that if you have a lot of travelling 
to do they provide the stress-free 
but secure environment where you 
can think, hold a convesation, or 
simply relax - and they use a lot 
less fuel than an executive jet. 

Jaguar’s record speaks for itself 
- the saloons have for several years 
been rated among the safest by the 
Department of Transport, a Lex 
survey has just rated Jaguar second 
best of 23 makes for reliability. 

And to crown this. Jaguar’s new 
V8 3.2 litre XJ model has just won 


the What Car? award for Best 
Luxury Car while the make won 
the accolade for best security. 

But in the “priceless people” 
stakes the prime vehicle in Jaguar’s 
new V8-engined range of XJ 
saloons is the Sovereign, which has 
a long wheelbase ideal for the lim¬ 
ousine role, with larger back doors 
and acres of legroom in the rear 
for those being chauffeured in 
hide-upholstered splendour. 

The price is a great deal less 
than, say, for a RoUs-Royce - and 
at £46,575 it is around £3,000 less 
than for the sporty Jaguar XK8 
Coupe. 

Some owners will be reluctant to 
let someone else have all the fun, 
for with the powerful new 4-litre 
V8 engine and the excellent han¬ 
dling, this is a driver’s car too, with 
290bhp on tap from the 32-valve 
power plant also fitted to the XK8 
sports car. 

You can cruise effortlessly and 
silently, with cruise control buttons 
mounted on the steering wheel. 


next to those for the audio system 
and telephone where fitted, or you 
can command dramatic accelera¬ 
tion for overtaking reflected by the 
0-60mph sprint time of 6.9 seconds 
and 150mph top speed. 

Use the power frequently and 
you will pay the penalty in fuel con¬ 
sumption, but drive sensibly and 
you can average around 20mpg, 
and enjoy the seamless changes of 
the five-speed electronic automatic 
transmission. 

Safety is not confined to the 
power to get out of trouble or pas¬ 
sive devices - there are systems 
which will actively avert the risk of 
accident through adverse road con¬ 
ditions, with automatic stability 
control and traction control linked 
to the anti-lock braking system. 

Despite the car’s combination of 
length, power and rear-wheel 
drive, the Sovereign will not get 
“tail-happy” in the wet. 

But if there is an impact, safety 
is enhanced with new front seat- 
mounted side airbags and front 


14 Day No Quibble 
Used Car Exchange 
Guarantee! 


YES, if you decide that the car you buy is not quite 
what you wonted you may exchange it within 14 
days - no questions asked 1 All port of the Natocars' 
Customer Commitment Programme to give complete 
satisfaction. 

buying your next car should be an enjoyable, 
hassle-free experience and Natocars know haw to 
make it just that, with these inclusive benefits: 

• r- 

• Very competitive prices 

• Postal car list and photo service 


14 day no-quibble, exchange 
Guaranteed condition - RAC multi-point 
inspection and written customer report 
ully co 


12 months Breakdown Insurance 
National Vehicle Register insurance 
write-off check 
Full service check 
12 months MOT where applicable 
Private ownership from new 
Full service histories 

• Choice of low rate finance schemes 

• Over 32 years of fair dealing 

• PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 

Now, like the majority of our customers, you can 
order your car, unseen, with total confidence by 
post, phone, fax or personal visit - 
WE GUARANTEE IT! 


Fully comprehensive warranty 

Can you afford not to buy 
^ from Natocars? 


is your 
Security 


K- 


nVNATOCARS 

Rewarding Experience 

Natocars Ltd • Wylds Road • Bridgwater • Somerset • TA6 4DG 
-BT 01278 455555 • Fax: 01278 450396 



pi£ase see «c Kius or rout usa CAJts 

Rank: 

Surname: 

Address: 


Initials: 


Telephone (Home): 


I would like to consider: □ Part Exchange □ Deposit Savings Plans 
□ Finance Plans □ Discount Insurance 

I am more/equaly interested in a new cor: □ lax Free 

O lax Pcwd 

Make/Model: 

For use in (Country):__ 


(Work): 


Exin.: 


Delivery date required: 


<NATOCARS 

Notocari Lid • WyW» Rood • • Semen* • 1X6 4DG 

IT 01278 655555 • Fm: 01278 450396 


seatbelt pre-tensioners, and the 
bodyshell is further strengthened 
to meet the latest worldwide safety 
regulations. 

In this executive cabin there is 
also automatic climate control, 
custom designed audio system with 
integrated telephone keypad, elec¬ 
tric windows and mirrors, and 
automatic headlamps. 

And another bonus for buyers is 
that servicing costs for the new V8 


models show a reduction of up to a 
third over 60,000 miles compared 
to its predecessor, with servicing 
intervals of 10,000 miles or 12 
months. 

AJI models are specified as stan¬ 
dard with a comprehensive security 
stem, including immobiliser, 
leadlocking and automatic door- 
locking on drive-away. These, and 
competitive repair costs, mean 
competitive Group 18E insurance. 


SV! 

de 


TEST DRIVE 

by Glynn Williams 


CAR FACTS 


MODEL: Jaguar Sovereign 4.0 
PRICE: £46,575 
ENGINE: 4-litre 32-valve V8 
producing 290bhp 
TRANSMISSION : Five-speed 
electronic automatic 
PERFORMANCE: 0-60mph - 
6.9 secs; top speed 150mph 
INSURANCE: Group 18E 


SAVE with the RN HOME PLAN 


Big savings off UK prices when you order your next vehicle from SCI 
genius Concession - no-nonsense prices lower than UK List, plus'; 
^ >emencfcb f leaving SCE to arrange everything on your behalf. B 5 “ 
ir next car, you' 11 want to know more about RN sav 

TORY AND YOUR FREE COLOUR 
THE COUPON OR WRITE, FAX, ’! 




TLINE UK 01367 241225 


(we’U call you right back) 

fax UK: 01367 242000 


SCE 


auto international 


SCE LTD 
PO BOX 177 
FARINGDON 
OXON SN7 7EW UK 


Name 


TftWRank 


Address _ 


1 am interested in: Chrysler LH Jeep CU KiaCH Mazda □ Rover HU MG Q USED CAR CH 

Models (please specify) ------- 

RN Home Plan Tax Paid □ Export Tax Free □ Concession el 


Please post to SCE Ltd. FREEPOST. Faringdon, Oxon SN7 5BRUK 


N48 


2 




(m 


QJ~£. 
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Save up to £21 


Navy News readers can benefit 
from special membership rates. 

0800 581 077 


Please quote reference GE0008/NV0001 
Offer also available to existing 
RAC Members - call 0990 722 722 


This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other RAC offer. 
Discounts only apply to certain service levels. 

Prices nclude Insurance Premium Tax at the standard rate on VAT 
exempt insurance and joining fee if applicable. 

AJI detais correct at the time of publication. 

Ful membership details in RAC Terms Of Membershp. 
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DRYAD UGHT 
UP CUP FINAL 

THE DESERVING winners of the Rugby Union Lambs Navy Cup are CTC 
Lympstone, but it will be HMS Dryad’s performance in the final which will be 
remembered writes Lt Grassy Meadows. 

Dryad, coached by Lt Cdr Owen Jarrett, gave a heroic performance that far exceeded the hopes 
of the partisan crowd at the United Services ground in Portsmouth. 


( 


% 


• UNE OUT: A perfect throw, catch and drive combination set 
the Royats up for a decisive try. 


The Commando Training 
Centre team from Lympstone had 
a powerful opening and threatened 
to run away with tne proceedings. 

But Dryad soaked up the 
onslaught without conceding 
points and countered with a 
sweeping move that ended in a 
marvellous touch-line try for lock 
forward Lt Mac McEnzie. 

This gave the local side the con¬ 
fidence to attack from everywhere, 
and Drvad again drove into the 
Royals, but let themselves down by 
losing control of the ball at crucial 
stages. 

On two such occasions the ulti¬ 
mate price was paid and CTC 
swept in with two great scores 
from replacement scrum half Lt 


Fitter sailors kick 
paras into touch 

FOR THE second time in two years, superior fitness and aggressive defence led 
HMS Collingwood to a victory in the Army Rugby League 9’s championship. 

Collingwood was invited to take part in the competition as a warm-up to their 1998 season and to 
. :ha ’ 


Rugby League 


defend the title that they won at Chatham last year. 

In the league section of the com¬ 
petition, Collingwood lost only one 
of three games to 1 RSME who 
went on to win the competition 
overall. 

But loss at the hands of the engi¬ 
neers put the Collingwood lads 
through to the Plate competition 
quarter Final where they demol¬ 
ished 39 Field Regiment with some 
slick ball-handling and a great 
defence, brushing them aside 22-0. 

By this time the squad where 
building a big following of Army 
supporters and the semi-final was a 
showdown with the Parachute 
Regiment, similar to last year’s 
final, and after trailing 4-0 the 


sailors turned on the style to ham¬ 
mer the paras 10-4. 

The plate final proved to be one 
of the best games of the day, bring¬ 
ing Collingwood up against anoth¬ 
er Para affiliated regiment, 7 
RHA. 

The match looked like slipping 
away from them with the score at 
12-0 at half time, but then the 
tables turned, with Lt Blood Read 
bursting through two tackles to 
score under the posts. 


Rugby Union 


Cdr Dave Hall and fullback Cpl 
Steve Rowlands, one of which was 
converted by Cpl Murph Murphy. 
Another mistake, and Murphy 
converted a penalty kick to give 
CTC a first half lead of 15-5. 

The second half was to be as 
exciting as the first. 

If Dryad wanted to win they 
would have to come out and do all 
the work, but again, unforced 
errors and CTC’s electric counter¬ 
attacking brought out some des¬ 
perate defending from SMOPS. 

Dryad, however, had no inten¬ 
tion of laying down, and another 
tremendous, bustling phase of 
exciting total rugby from both 
sides was eventually concluded 
with a try for fullback CPO Jimmy 
Green to leave the deficit at just 
five points. 

To their great credit, CTC never 
lost their cool or shape and always 
looked ready to finish things off 
when the opportunity presented 
itself. 


That chance came , and CTC’s 
confidence was underlined when a 
very kickable penalty inside 
Dryad’s 22 was turned down and 
punted instead to within a few 
yards of the try line. 

From the resulting line out the 
forwards executed a perfect throw, 
catch and drive combination to 
give hooker Cpl Wooly Woolerton 
the inevitable score. 

With time running out, the last 
Dryad mistake was punished by 
Fly Half Mne Paddy Gore to leave 
CTC the winners by 23-10. 

Intercommand 
win for Pompey 

PORTSMOUTH have won 
the 97/98 Intercommand 
title after beating Plymouth 
36-17 in the final. 

Under the guidance of ARO 
Lt Cdr Peter Piercy and coach 
CPO Andy Pollard, the team 
won three of their four games, 
beating the Royal Marines into 
second place on points to 
regain the Blakeny Cup. 


They then held 7 RHA for six 
tackles before LWEM Dutchy 
Holland split the defence on the 
turnover in a length-of-the-field 
effort. The match ended 12-12 and 
a sudden-death play-off ensued. 

In extra time, Collingwood 
received the ball from the turn 
around and played out a set of five 
tackles with POPT Wayne Okell 
chipping over the last to see OM 
Tan Gent gather, wrong-foot the 
fullback, and score under the posts 
to win the game 16-12. 

□ Anyone interested in rugbv 
league should contact their PT 
office for details on playing and 
training. 



• CUP WINNERS: Rear Admiral Peter Franklyn presents the 
Lambs Navy Cup to WQ2 Dave Gardner and Cpl Nobby Clarke. 


Top runners dogged by illness and injury 
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• HMS Newcastle’s MEM Karl Jackson takes on 
the Army about SOOm into the Junior’s Race 


THE 1998 Interservices Cross-Country cham¬ 
pionships held at RAF Holton were a big dis¬ 
appointment for the Navy. 

With the exception of John Rye winning the vet¬ 
erans race, injuries and illness amongst the Navy’s 
athletes underlined the lack of depth compared to 
the Army and RAF and it was only in the junior’s 
race that the RN avoided third place. 

The men’s race (six miles) proved the biggest let 
down with no less than four of the original Navy 
team unable to make the start line, and Navy cham¬ 
pion Gary Gerrard suffering from a heavy cold. 

At this level of competition there are no hiding 
places and after starting well and competing hard, 
Gary faded to finish 10th in a race which would 
have given him a medal at full fitness. 

Army international Rod Finch won the race and 
led his team to an emphatic victory. Chris Ray 
(16th) Taff David (18th) and John Potts (19th) all ran 
well for the Navy but couldn’t get close to the RAF. 

The veteran’s race was a triumph for John Rye. 
He had run superbly to finish fourth in the Navy 
championships two weeks earlier and was really 
focused on this race. 


the first long climb an< 
a mile. 


rge, 
d hi 


had a 50m advantage after 


He forged steadily ahead and was an untroubled 
winner by 200m at the finish. Bob Chapman (13th) 


CROSS COUNTRY 


ran a spirited race but once again the weakened 
Navy team was unable to get close to the others. 

In the ladies race, Vicki Norton ran well to finish 
12th but the rest of the team was somewhat out¬ 
classed by the opposition. 

The junior men’s race (3.2 miles) was a runaway 
victory for a strong Army team, but HMs 
Newcastle’s Karl Jackson ran a courageous race 
and finished fourth. 

After the initial rush he worked his way comfort¬ 
ably to the leader’s shoulder and went to the front 
after the first mile, but could not pull away and lost 
the lead a mile later. 

Fast finish 

Coming into the first half mile he was running 
neck and neck with the second Army runner, only 
to loose out both to him and another fast finishing 
Army athlete in the last 100m. 

Although he sadly missed out on a medal in his 
first interservices, he showed that he was not over¬ 
awed by the occasion. Behind him, Connolly (8th), 
Hothchin (9th) and Firth (11th) ran well to put the 
Navy Juniors well clear of the RAF. 


In brief 


Triathlon 

challenge 

THE SPINAL injuries charity 
Back-up is looking for 
Servicemen and women who 
are willing to take on the 
challenge of the London 
THathlon on September 20. 

If you think you could swim 
1,500m, cycle 40km and run 
10,000m and would like to help, 
the charity can be reached on 
0181 870 3619. 

Personnel can also enter the 
triathlon in teams of three, with 
each member tackling one stage 
of the event. 

Interservice 

basketball 

THE INTERSERVICE bas¬ 
ketball championships 
were hosted at the excel¬ 
lent new Wyvem Centre in 
HMS Drake. 

But the ’home’ venue was 
not enough to level the field, 
and the RN’s only victory was 
over RAF in the Junior 
rounds. The Army remained 
undefeated throughout to 
secure the championship title. 

Berkeley are 
best sports 

HMS BERKELEY’S rugby 
squad has been voted the 
most entertaining team in the 
Navy, on or off the field. 

The ship is the first minehunter 
to be awarded the RNRU 31 
Trophy by the sport’s refereeing 
society and the team were pre¬ 
sented with the cup after a 42-5 
win over HMS Atherstone. 

Team Captain Roger Readwin 
told Navy News : ‘The players are 
delighted with winning the cup. It 
is a jp-eat honour for a small ship 
to win it. The team have trained 
hard and the 31 Trophy is just 
reward.” 

Nelson takes 
squash title 

HMS NELSON triumphed 
over CTCRM to become 
the 97/98 Squash Team 
Knockout champions. 

The stage was set for 
Nelson’s 3-2 victory at HMS 
Temeraire after Sultan and 
Neptune were knocked out in 
the semis. 

Young pilot's 
flying start 

A YOUNGSTER’S ambi¬ 
tions to be a Navy pilot got off 
to a flying start when he made 
his first glider solo on his 16th 
birthday. 

Henry Freeborn, son of Lt Cdr 
Albert Freeborn, took to the skies 
from the Portsmouth Naval 
Gliding Club at the former HMS 
Daedalus, l>ee-on-Solent. 

Devon call-up 
for Kathy 

DEVONPORT Services 
Sirens Women’s Rugby 
team number 8 Kathy 
Marshall was called up by 
Devon ladies for their 
match against Cornwall 

Kathy, wife of 539 Assault 
Squadron’s C/Sgt Sam 
Marshall, helped the side 
secure a 29-14 victory. 
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• RNAS Yeovilton’s POSA 
Paul Buckley has become 
NAC table tennis champion. 
He was also a member of the 
winning doubles team. 


Soccer 
Cup title 
one step 
nearer 

THE ROYAL Navy drew 
2-2 with the Army in the 
first match of the inter¬ 
services competition at 
Aldershot writes Lt Cdr 
Jim Danks. 

The Navy had the better 
of the early exchanges 
which saw POPT Fraser 
Quirke (Collingwood) 
rebounding off the post in 
the opening minutes. 

But he was not to be 
denied and when Army 
keeper WO Wiscombe 
strayed off his line in the 
15th minute, Quirke ham¬ 
mered the ball into the far 
corner of the net to put the 
Navy ahead. 

The Army responded 
with some good work and 
Pte Badrock found himself 
in front of goal to shoot 
past a despairing dive from 
MEM Jason White to level 
the score at 1-1. 

The Navy could have 
increased the lead on 25 
minutes when LPT Steve 
Oneil (Dryad) found skip¬ 
per POPT Steve Riley 
unmarked at the near post, 
but he was denied by quick 
action from Wiscombe. 

Play continued end-to-end 
but half time was reached 
with the score at 1-1. 

Pressure 

The Army had the first 
chance in the second half 
but Navy pressure on Pte 
Carter forced his shot 
wide. 

PO Riley took posses¬ 
sion after an excellent 
tackle and the ball passed 
first to CPO Chris Long 
(Seahawk) and then to CPO 
Will Flint whose strong 
shot was well saved by 
Wiscombe. 

The Navy kept up the 
pressure with CPO Long 
and CpI Terry Price con¬ 
trolling midfield. In the 
70th minute, an injury to 
POPT Paul Willets saw the 
experienced POPT Eric 
Barrett take the field. 

Barrett’s first touch, an 
excellent in-swinging free 
kick, and a brilliant header 
from Delahaye gave the 
keeper no chance and the 
Navy were ahead 2-1. 

This seemed to spur the 
Army on and, despite a 
superb save from White, 
the Army went on to 
equalise with two minutes 
remaining. 

Badrock’s free kick went 
under the bar and Whittle 
was on hand to head in 
Army’s second to end to 
game 2-2, with both teams 
sharing the Mercury Cup. 

The Navy will now face 
the RAF next and a win is 
needed if they are to 
become the next interser¬ 
vices champions. 


ICS squad 
takes on top 
Croatians 

A RUGBY team drawn from 
all three services in Bosnia 
gave the former Croatian 
national champions a run 
for their money in a friend¬ 
ly match last month. 

The CS side, who had 
trained only once for the hasti¬ 
ly arranged game, ran in four 
tries and converted three in 
the closely-fought match, but 
the game finished 35 points to 
45 in favour of the former 
champions. 

^ Picture: Steve Saywell: SFPU 



Dedication earns top 


2 \ 


sports awards 
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• NATO Cup Individual Winner 
CPO Rupert Williams (HMS 
Victorious) one of the most 
popular and best known sprint¬ 
ers the Navy has had. 


THE OUTSTANDING dedi¬ 
cation to athletics of CPO 
Rupert Williams has 
earned him the Navy’s top 
sports award. 

The sprinter is one of the most 
popular and successful that the 
Navy has ever seen and his 
achievements have been recog¬ 
nised with the award of the 
NATO Cup by. the RN/RM 
Sports Control Board . 

CPO Williams began his run¬ 
ning career at 11 and went on to 
attempt virtually every event. 
He won his first West Midlands 
County Title in 1977 and was 
selected for the GB junior squad 



NATO Cup team winners, the RN 


Sailing Team (from 


SPORTS CONTROL 
BOARD AWARDS 


in 1981. He joined the Navy in 
1982 and in his first full season 
won the interservices 200m 
title, equalling the Navy record, 
and won both interservices 
junior champion titles. 

Since 1983 he has won the 
Navy sprint titles ten times and 
received six interservice 
medals, and he represented 
Scotland in 1989. 

He has captained the RN 
track and field team for five 
years and has also won count¬ 
less points for the RNAC in the 
Southern League. 

On a tour of America in 1996 
he beat the best sprinters at the 
USN Academy in Annapolis 
and anchored the relay team 
for an emphatic victory. 

Winter 

warmer 

SEVERAL Heron ath¬ 
letes ran in the last race 
of the Street CICA 5km 
winter road race series. 

And Paul Levick, just 
back from a trip to Norway 
with the junglies, ran an 
exceptional race to finish 
5th in 16.01. 

Just behind him was 
Navy middle distance run¬ 
ner Alan Jones, who has 
recently returned from 
courses at HMS Sultan. 


Rupert has been at Faslane 
for many years. His family live 
in Birmingham and he is cur¬ 
rently serving in HMS 
Victorious (port). 

In the team category, the 
Sports Control Board chose the 
RN Dinghy Team led by Cdr 
Keith Podger for their outstand¬ 
ing victory in the South African 
Navy’s 75th anniversary regat¬ 
ta (Navy News, November 
1997). 

The team flew to South Africa 
and used borrowed boats to 
overcome the world’s top navy 
sailing teams, winning the 
regatta after coming first in the 
Proton series and third in the 
Bosuns. 

The victory was achieved in 
the team’s first international 
event for many years in the 
demanding, swirling winds of 
False Bay. 


Twickenham 
gate could 
top 20,000 


ANY MEETING between 
the Royal Navy and the 
Army brings out intense 
interservice rivalries, and 
the Navy/Army rugby match 
at Twickenham is no excep¬ 
tion. 

The match, along with the 
Varsity match, is the only full 
adult game of rugby union to be 
played at headquarters’ in clas¬ 
sically amateur spirit but to pro¬ 
fessional standards. 

This year’s encounter kicks 
off at 1500 on Saturday April 25 
and is expected to attract more 
than 20,000 spectators. 

Before the main event, there 
is a match between the 
Combined Services U21 XV and 
England Students, the final 
rounds of an under 12s competi¬ 
tion run by Navy development 
officers, and an U18 penalty 
competition run by the Army. 

Fun 

Military bands and side-shows 
featuring abseiling, deathslide, 
laser guns, paintballing and a 
parachute simulator will add to 
the family atmosphere and fun 
for young rugby fans. 

Now in its 20th year of spon¬ 
sorship by risk managers and 
insurance brokers Willis 
Corroon, the match is a firm fix¬ 
ture in the rugby calendar. 

Tickets are £10, with dis¬ 
counts for under 16s, OAPs, 
families and schools. To order, 
ring the ticket hotline number 
01705 865575. 

□ Rugby Secretary Lt Cdr 
Clive Lambshead tells Navy 
News that a new seating plan 
will be used for this year’s game. 

Instead of using the upper 
tier of the East stand only the 
lower tier, all the way round the 
stadium, is being used. If you 
purchase tickets on the gate you 
will be seated in the North or 
South stand, as all the East and 
West seats have gone to the RN 
an Army Rugby Unions. 

West Car Park is sold out but 
there is still plenty of parking at 
Twickenham. 


Dinghy Si 

back left) Lt Matt Critchley (Collingwood) C/Sgt Grahame Forshaw 
(Temeraire) LWTR Martin Grady (Endurance) Lt Cdr Carl Downing 
(Sultan) and front row, CPO Bud Flannaghan (Sovereign) PO Glyn 
Deakin (MASU), Cdr Keith Podger (2SUCNH) CPO Dave Chisholm 
(Ark Royal) Lt Mark Darbin (2SL/CNH) and CPO Richard 
Shingleton-Smith (815 NAS). 


Honours go to Glasgow URNU 


GLASGOW UNIVERSITY’S 
Royal Naval Unit came top in 
the first ever combined 
URNU sports challenge. 

The tournament, organised by 
Southampton URNU and staged 
at HMS oultan, Collingwood and 
Excellent, saw units from all over 
Britain competing in both hockey 
and rugby. 

After a hard-fought contest 
which left many walking wound¬ 
ed, Glasgow and Strathclyde came 
top with 16 points, followed by 
Southampton with 15 and Sussex 
with 14. 

Presenting the awards. Flag 
Officer Training and Recruiting, 
Rear Admiral John McAnally, 
thanked Southampton URNU 
and HMS Excellent’s WOPT 
Crowley for helping to ensure an 
enjoyable and well run event. 


Victory Stadium will 
host Rl\l v RAF rugby 

FOR THE first time ever, the Royal Navy’s rugby union clash 
with the RAF will be played outside Twickenham. 

The game will now be held at the Victory Stadium in 
Portsmouth on Wednesday May 6 with a 1900 kick off. 

But organisers hope that the Twickenham spirit will prevail, and 
that many of the 3,000 expected supporters will turn up early and 
have supper in the car park before the match. 

English students 

As a warm-up for the game, the English Students will play the 
Spanish Students with a 1700 kick off. 

Tickets are priced at £8 and £5 and a limited number of stand¬ 
ing tickets are available at £4. 



• Rear Admiral McAnally presents the trophy to Glasgow and 
Strathclyde URNU. Picture LA (PHOT) Bunny Warren, 2SL 


ROYAL NAVY 


& 


RUGBY UNION 




ROYAL NAVY 

VERSUS 

ARMY 

at 

Twickenham 
Saturday 25th April 1998 KO 3pm 

Meet new and old acquaintances in the West Car Park 

NOT JUST A RUGBY MATCH BUT A SOCIAL OCCASION 

Tickets £10 (Children £5) 

also special rates for Schools and Sea Cadet Units 
from 

RNRU Ticket Secretary 01705 724193 FAX 01705 725472 
HMS TEMERAIRE, Burnaby Road, Portsmouth POl 2HB 

Sponsored By Willis Corroon. 

CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 01705 865575 
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cuts elsewhere . . . 

“There are strong arguments 
why we might not need as many 
tanks in the front line," said the 
Defence Secretary. “The other 
side of the debate argues that we 
could not have contributed to the 
Gulf War in the same way without 
a credible armoured capability." 

Navy News first pointed to the 
need for bigger carriers last 
October, following a briefing 
involving the Deputy Fleet 
( ommander. Vice Admiral Jeremy 
Blackham. 

The larger ships are foreseen as 
operating such aircraft as the 
planned Anglo-US joint strike 
lighter (JSF). a version of which 
will have a vertical short take-off 
and landing capability similar to 
the Sea I larrier. 

A carrier replacement pro¬ 
gramme is under considera¬ 
tion by the Royal Navy, and 
we understand that at least 
two major manufacturers 
are producing designs for 
vessels of up to 40,000 tons 
- double the size of the 
Invincible class. 

Although we understand that at 
present a VSTOL carrier is the 
favoured option, an authority on 
naval air power told Navy News 
that he believed that support for a 
design operating coventional. 
fixed-wing aircraft was gaining 
momentum. 

The advantages offered by a 
conventional carrier include the 
ability to operate purpose-built, 
fixed-wing, early warning aircraft 
such as the American llawkeyc: 
and to operate the conventional 
JSF w hich is likely to be faster and 
have a longer range than the 
VSTOI version. 

In his briefing in October. 
Admiral Blackham said any future 
carrier should be able to operate 
the number and types of aircraft 
that could perform any task, mak¬ 
ing it more cost effective - and 
experience had shown that a larger 
class of ship need not be very much 
more expensive. 

However, it is unlikely that there 
could be any new vessel in the 
water before the middle of the next 
decade, even if a project was given 
the go-ahead soon. 

In his speech Mr Robertson 
also said the Strategic Defence 
Review would build on investment 
in people in the Services, especial¬ 
ly in terms of training and educa¬ 
tion. “We may be able to learn 
from the American expereince in 
this respect, especially from the 
provisions of their GI Bill, which I 
am studying with great interest." 

The Bill makes provision for 
members of the US armed forces 
to receive thousands of pounds in 
education vouchers to encourage 
them to stay longer in the Services. 

On one point Mr Robertson was 
most definite: He scotched 
rumours that the Royal Marines 
and the Parachute Regiment 
would merge. 

Returning from a visit to the 
Task Group in the Gulf just before 
Savv Nnw went to press. Mr 
Robertson told us: 

“C arriers are big capital assets 
that involve a huge investment. 
You're talking about something 
that won't be delivered until the 
fourth Labour Government! 

“If you are going to have aircraft 
carriers, the logic of all the experi¬ 
ence we’ve had would be that a 
smaller number, but of bigger car¬ 
riers would be the best answer. 

“We’ve seen the utilitv of carri¬ 





ers in the Gulf - simply by turning 
a carrier from one direction to the 
other is a very big signal about 
national intent." 

As to the timescale on the 
return of the Task Group, that 
decision would be taken by 
Saddam Hussein. 

“We have to be satisfied that he 
is going to comply with the agree¬ 
ment. Although public attention 
has drifted awav for a while, the 
ships' state of alert has not dimin¬ 
ished. 

“We don't anticipate them being 
there for a year - we will know 
whether Saddam is going to com¬ 
ply over the next few months. In 
any case, what we have demon¬ 
strated is that we can be back very 
quickly." 

As a programme of clinical tests 
on personnel suffering from so- 
called Gulf War syndrome illnesses 
began last month. Mr Robertson 
revealed that he had been vacci¬ 
nated for Anthrax. 

“ I satisfied myself beforehand 
that it was safe - if I hadn’t. I 
wouldn’t have taken it." he told 
Navy New s. 

“I was joking at the Scottish 
Labour Parly Conference: ‘What’s 
a wee needle in your arm after all 
the knives in your back ?’” 

□ Cases of self-harm on board 
the Navy’s aircraft carriers during 
the build-up of forces in the Gulf 
were taken “very seriously” - but 
were not considered to be a prob¬ 
lem. Four such cases were report¬ 
ed from each carrier, HM ships 
Invincible and Illustrious. A Navy 
spokesman said: “Our commit¬ 
ment to our Service personnel on 
board is secoond to none. Such 
incidents of self-harm are taken 
very, very seriously, but we do not 
believe there is a problem." 


It's the way he tells 'em... 


THE QUEEN enjoys a joke with Capt Bob 
Turner, commanding officer of HMS 
Ocean, at the naming ceremony for the 
Navy’s first purpose-built helicopter carri¬ 
er at Barrow-in-Furness. 

Accompanied by the Duke of Edinburgh, the 
Queen was met by the Second Sea Lord 
Admiral Sir John Brigstocke and a guard of 
honour provided by the appropriately titled 


local Sea Cadet unit TS Sovereign. 

Following a blessing by the Rev Ian Davies, 
the traditional bottle of champagne was broken 
across the 20,500 tonne ship’s bows. 

The royal couple then walked along the 
quayside meeting families before moving on 
board to tour the ship and talk to members of 
the ship’s company, visiting the hangar, flight 
deck, medical complex, galley, dining halls, 
operations room and bridge. 


Armilla to 
Bolton to 
home in 
7 months 

HMS Nottingham (pictured 
left) is due back in Portsmouth 
on April 9 after seven months 
in the Gulf. 

She saw her traditional Armilla 
Patrol duties taken over by 
Operation Bolton in that time, 
during which she also became the 
first British warship to return to 
Hong Kong since the colony’s han¬ 
dover. 

Since early October the Type 42 
detroyer has been working to 
enforce UN sanctions against 
Iraq. Patrolling to the north of the 
Gulf, her boarding team has been 
regularly employed inspecting 
merchant vessels. 

She became an integral partici¬ 
pant in Operation Bolton, along 
with her fellow Armilla unit HMS 
Coventry assisting the Task Group 
led by I IMS Invincible, now 
relieved by HMS Illustrious. 

Visitors to the ship have includ¬ 
ed the C-in-C Fleet Admiral Sir 
Michael Boyce. Sheikh Saqr, the 
Emir of Ras Al Khaman and the 
world's longest reigning monarch. 
Baroness Thatcher, Chief of the 
Defence Staff Gen Sir Charles 
Guthrie - and. just lately. Defence 
Secretary George Robertson. 

After leave and maintenance, 
the Nottingham will mostly be 
operating in home waters before 
entering refit early next year. 


From Rear 
to full 
Admiral in 
one move 

IN AN appointment which 
breaks with Naval tradition. 
Rear Admiral Nigel 
Essenhigh has been selected 
for promotion to the four star 
post of Commander In Chief 
Fleet. 

Unusually, he will skip the rank 
of Vice Admiral completely and 
become a full Admiral when he 
takes up the job at Northwood 
later this year. 

Rear Admiral Essenhigh (53) is 
currently Assistant Chief of 
Defence Staff (Programmes) and 
his appointment is the latest in a 
varied career. 

Born in Newcastle, he joined 
the Navy in 1963 and qualified as 
a warfare officer in 1972. special¬ 
ising in navigation. 

He has spent most of his time in 
the Navy at sea and has served in 
16 ships, ranging from patrol 
boats and minesweepers to 
frigates, destroyers and an aircraft 
carrier. 

In his last sea command he was 
Captain D5 in HMS Exeter which 
saw Service during the Gulf War. 

He was promoted to Rear 
Admiral at the age of 48 and 
became Hydrographer of the 
Navy, the first non-specialist’ to 
hold Thai post. 

When he takes up the role of 
CINC FLEET he will become one 
of the three most senior officers in 
the Royal Nav\. alongside ihe 
First and Second Sea Lords. 


THE ROYAL Navy has been playing a major role in helping an African country 
recover from a brutal dictatorship, reports Fiona Devine on board HMS Cornwall. 


The Cornwall arrived in 
Freetown, capital of Sierra 
Leone, to find a population 
which had suffered indiscrimi¬ 
nate violence, severe food 
shortages and lack of medical 
supplies. 

Sierra Leone is the poorest 
country in Africa, and the fourth 
poorest in the world, and was 
plunged further into disease and 
privation after a military coup last 
May. 

I he ship's company of the Type 
22 frigate were faced with scenes of 
widespread disease and poverty, 
and set about helping to restore 
the infrastructure. Need was 
assessed through requests from aid 
agencies and other organisations, 
co-ordinated through the British 
High Commission. 

Commanding Officer Capt 
Anthony Dymock sent teams to 
ports, hospitals and schools in 
Freetown to assess the most critical 
needs. 


Teams of engineers repaired 
container lifts, forklift trucks and 
vessels, all essential equipment to 
get the port running and ready to 
receive commercial traffic and aid. 
Cornwall also provided port vehi¬ 
cles with diesel fuel. 

At the Children's I lospital med¬ 
ical supplies were very low and 
children were being fed small 
amounts of rice. Working parties 
from Cornwall brought milk and 
bread, cleaned and painted two 
wards and restored the water sup- 
ply. 

Surg Lt Elaine I ickle said: “1 he 
main medical problems are the dis¬ 
eases of poverty - parasitic illness¬ 
es like worms and scabies, malnu¬ 
trition. tuberculosis and malaria. 

“The coup caused a 
breakdown in the ability to 
get food and medicines into 
the country and, as a conse¬ 
quence, the child death rate 
and sickness rate has shot 
up.” 

I'eams ol volunteers worked lor 
days in the Connaught Hospital, 
scrubbing out two operating the¬ 
atres and restoring electricity and 
ventilation. 

Once progress was being made 
in Freetown, Capt Dymock looked 
to help the more isolated towns in 
the interior. 

A Sea King of 810 Naval Air 
Squadron A Flight was regularly 
met by hundreds of people in Bo. 
Each flight was made in fierce heal 
- temperatures inside the heli¬ 
copter climbed well over 4(1 
degrees - high humidity and thick 
dust. 


“We have helped by delivering 
some essential drugs, several tons 
of rice and by taking in aid agency 
staff to help the community start to 
rebuild their lives,” said RN chap¬ 
lain Garth Pctzer. who led the 
assessment team in Bo. 

At the request of an hospital in 
Bo. six sailors from Cornwall and 
eight community volunteers 
helped dispose of a mass grave 
filled with unknown victims of 
Junta forces. 

Total exhumation proved impos¬ 
sible without exposing workers to 
extreme risk of infection, so a pyre 
of timber and highlv-flammable 
chemicals was created in the 28m 
square grave, and an Inter-Faith 
burial service was held. 

I he ship’s company also played 
a key role in reopening two 
Freetown schools, closed since the 
coup and ransacked by Junta 
troops. 

HMS Cornwall’s personnel 
cleaned classrooms and repaired 
chairs, desks and windows. 

Capt Dymock said: “The ship’s 
company has been working hard in 
very hot and difficult conditions. 

“Everyone has been shocked by 
the poverty and disease they have 
seen in Sierra Leone, but they have 
been extremely happy to have 
made such a positive contribu¬ 
tion." 

The Dcvonport-based ship was 
due to continue her work until she 
sailed on March 20. as Navy News 
went to press. 

J HMS Monmouth, which was 
relieved by HMS Cornwall, 
returned to Devon port last month. 


Life savers in 


Sierra Leone 


Published by Navy News . HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, and printed by Portsmouth Publishing and Printing Ltd. The News Centre, Hilsea, Portsmouth P02 9SX 
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ATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM AND THE OLD ROYAL OBSERVATORY, GREENWICH 





Personalised Chairs 

Our Commordore chairs are versatile, lightweight and 
easy to stow, giving comfortable informal occasional 
seating on deck or at home. At just £24.95, including 
personalisation with a name of message of up to ten 
letters, they make excellent presents. Choose from: 
Frame flashes Canvas colours 

8270 Natural 8257 Lemon 

8274 White 8258 Royal Blue 

8275 Black 8261 Natural 

8276 Mahogany stain 8263 Navy blue 

8277 Teak stooi 8264 Black 


Authentic fo 
Bosun’s Calls 

Regulation British-made Naval calls expertly engraved with Name, Rank and Number 
or a message to a girlfriend etc. In presentation box with matching 50" ncckchain. 
historical notes and a guide to piping. Beware non-functional and untuneable imitations. 
2131 Gold-plated call £27.50 2121 Silver-plated call £24.95 

2111 Brass/Copper call £19.95 2101 Nickel-plated call £19.95 

Engraving £2.20 per line (up to 18 letters and spaces - capitals and numbers count as 
two). Up to four lines (two each side). We also supply unengraved standard nickel calls 
at £14.95 (ref 2102). 

Top Quality Ship’s Bells 

Our ship’s bells are manufactured in the finest tradition - sand-cast 
in solid brass and hand-finished to a beautiful sheen. The 
specification and design is tightly-controlled to meet maritime 
requirements, the 8" and 1 2" sizes being DoT approved and 
certificated for commercial use. 

5081 4" Brass Ship’s bell £17.95 

5083 6" Brass Ship's bell £39.95 

5105 8" Brass Ship’s bell £110 

5106 12" Ship’s bell (no bracket) £295 

Engraving - eg vessel name, port and construction 
date, or achievement accolade. 4" bells: £1.20 per letter 
6 & 8” bells: £1.65 per letter. Larger hells on request. 
Postage and handling on all orders (UK mainland, N. Ireland and Scottish Islands) £2.95 
TO ORDER call 01932 253333 or fax 01932 241679 with your credit/dcbit card 
details or post (cheques also welcome) to: 

Dept NN,The Ferry Point. Ferry Lane, 
Shepperton-on-Thames, Middlesex. 
TW17 9LQ, England. 



\ c Nautk^lia 


LOST YOUR MEDALS? 


WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW - WW1 TO PRESENT DAY 

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE 

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN 
DO YOU QUALIFY FOR THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS, 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE OR MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL? 
SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS LIST 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL81DH. 
Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723. 
e-mail th.medals@virgin.net 


Major boat 
display by 
year 2001 

THE CONSTRUCTION of a 
world-class building to display 
Cornwall Maritime Museum col¬ 
lections and the boat collection of 
the National Maritime Museum is 
beginning at Falmouth this year, 
with the help of Lottery money, 
and will be open to visitors by the 
year 2001. 

The Cornwall Museum initiat¬ 
ed a partnership with the National 
Maritime Museum to form what 
will become the National 
Maritime Museum Cornwall 
which expects to attract 170,000 
visitors a year with dynamic dis¬ 
plays to rival the best of the 
London museums. 

The National Maritime 
Museum's boat collection dates 
from the 18th century to the pre¬ 
sent. and includes an ornate and 
gilded Thames rowing barge which 
in the 1700s was used to ferry com¬ 
missioners of the Navy, and a 
pulling barge from the Royal 
Yacht Victoria and Albert. 


The home 
of time 


THE OLD Royal Observatory 
at Greenwich is sited in the 
200 acres of Royal Greenwich 
Park. It is the home of 
Greenwich Mean Time and the 
Prime Meridian Line. 

Designed by Sir Christ¬ 
opher Wren in 1675, the 
Observatory is, by internation¬ 
al decree, the official starting 
point for the new Millennium, 
visitors can stand in both the 
eastern and the western hemi¬ 
spheres simultaneously by 
placing their feet either side of 
the Prime Meridian Line. 

The Observatory galleries 
unravel the extraordinary phe¬ 
nomena of time, space and 
astronomy; the building has 
London's only camera obscu- 
ra, and the Planetarium allows 
visitors to explore the won¬ 
ders of the heavens. 

■ Data file as National Mari¬ 
time Museum. 


£20 million 
revamp at 
gateway to 

Millennium 


T HE APPROACH of the Millennium has a special significance at Greenwich, 
home of the National Maritime Museum and of the associated Old Royal 
Observatory. For the museum itself, it means the culmination of a project 
costing almost £20 million which will radically revitalise the whole west wing, 
transforming the museum galleries. 


And the Observatory, the 
point at which time itself is 
measured - from the 
Greenwich Meridian - will 
form the ‘gateway’ to the new 
century. 

On "New Year’s Eve 1999, 
Greenwich will host one of the 
world's biggest celebrations, com¬ 
prising live music, pageant and 
spectacular displays - with live 
broadcasts beamed around the 
world. 

By that time, the Museum's £20 
million redesign - the Neptune 
Court project - will be complete. 
Effectively it will create a new 
museum tor the 21st century', with 
16 new galleries displaying more of 
the Museum’s collection than ever 
before, as well as better facilities 
and easier access for the half a mil¬ 
lion people who visit the museum 
each year. 

Over half the cost has been met 
by the National Heritage Lottery' 
Fund and is scheduled to be open 
to the public in just over a year. 

Meanwhile there is plenty to see 
now at the museum, which holds a 
collection of maritime paintings, 
ship models, wooden sailing boats, 
royal barges and historic pho¬ 
tographs which is unrivalled any¬ 
where in the world. 

The galleries and collections tell 
the story of Britain and the sea. 
from prehistoric, Roman and 
medieval times through to the pre¬ 
sent, combining interactive fea¬ 


tures for children with superb edu¬ 
cational, library and conference 
facilities. 

To celebrate the ‘Nelson 
Decade' - the ten years culminat¬ 
ing in 2005 with the bicentenary of 
the Battle of Trafalgar - the muse¬ 
um in 1995 opened a major exhibi¬ 
tion charting the course of 
Nelson's life through over 600 arte¬ 
facts, audio-visual displays, sculp¬ 
tures, paintings and ship models. 

A computer-animated version of 
the Battle of Trafalgar has been 
produced by Jim Henson’s 
Creature Shop, of Muppets fame. 
And the uniform jacket worn by 
Nelson at Trafalgar is also on show, 
with the hole in the left shoulder 
where he received the fatal shot. 

Even more gruesome a relic is a 

DATA FILE 


OPENING TIMES 10am-5pm (all sites) 
seven days a week except Dec. 24-26. 
Parts of the museum will be subject to 
closure during the current Neptune Court 
development work. Telephone to confirm 
gallery availability. 

ADMISSION: Adults £5 (concessions 
£4), children £2.50, family (two adults and 
up to three children) £15. Each ticket also 
gives admission to the Old Royal 
Observatory and Queen's House. Tickets 
are also valid for a second visit within 12 
months of the first. 

DISABLED ACCESS The Friends of 
the Museum will provide talks and tours, 
handling sessions and general assis¬ 
tance for visitors with special needs, 
although the Friends cannot undertake 
carer roles. The service must be booked 
in advance on 0181 312 6608. 

INFORMATION 0181 858 4422 or (24- 
hour line) 0181 312 6565. 


tourniquet used to stem his bleed¬ 
ing during the amputation of the 
hero’s right arm. 

In 1992 a ground floor gallery 
was devoted to 20th century 
seapower where the grandest of 
many models is a 17ft long example 
of the World War It battleship 
HMS King George V. 

Among other attractions which 
form part of the musuem is the 
Queen’s House, in Royal 
Greenwich Park, begun in 1616 by 
Inigo Jones, Surveyor of the King's 
Works, for Anne of Denmark, King 
James I’s queen. However, by the 
time it was completed in 1638. 
Britain's queen was Henrietta 
Maria, the French wile of Charles 
I. The building will house the 
Millennium exhibtion The Story? of 
Time throughout the year 2000. 

The museum also includes the 
clipper ship Cutty Sark which since 
1954 has been preserved in dry- 
dock at Greenwich as a monument 
to the British merchant seamen of 
the age of sail. Nearby, and also 
open to visitors is the ketch Gipsy 
Moth IV in which Sir Francis 
Chichester completed his epic, 
round-the-world voyage in 1967, at 
the age of 65. 

Newest of the Museum's exhibi¬ 
tions was opening on April 2 this 
year and commemorates the four 
months that Russian Tsar Peter the 
Great spent in England from the 
beginning of 1698 to learn about 
shipbuilding in the Royal 
Dockyards - and navigation 
astronomy at the Royal 
Observatory. The exhibition con¬ 
tinues at the Queen's House until 
September 27 this year. 


FRONT COVER 

From the specially commis¬ 
sioned cartoon by Ralph 
Steadman complements the 
collection of Nelsonian car¬ 
toons which form part of the 
National Maritime Museum's 
Nelson Decade exhibition. 


Remember The 
Good Old Navy 



Framed Photographs 
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FREE BROCHURE 


Wright & Logan esusu 

20, Queen Street, Portsmouth. P013HL 
TEL: 01705 829555 / FAX: 01705 861694 



















































NAVY NEWS MUSEUMS GUIDE 1998 


3 





PLYMOUTH NAVAL BASE MUSEUM 


Post to: PRESSPLAY, FREEPOST CL3713, Dunmow, Essex CM6 1XX 

YES: Please send me the following videos. I enclose my 

cheque/PO’s to PRESSPLAY for £. 

or debit my ACCESS/VISA/MASTERCARD Card No. 


ORDER FORM 


Expiry [ 

Name (please print)— 
Address_ 


- Signature- 


Postcode _ 


Title 


Above us the Waves 

(FREE with any order over £25) 


In Which we Serve 

(FREE with any order over £25) 


We Dive at Dawn 

(FREE with any order over £25) 


Sink the Bismarck 


The British Pacific Reet 


Victory at Sea 6 video set 


Titanic 4 video set 


_JND5196 

Your orders will normally be delivered within 7-10 days but please 
allow 28 days for delivery. Offer only applies to UK. Channel Isles and 
BFPO. For overseas orders please include £2.50 p&p for each video. 


CREOIT CARD HOTLINE 01371 873138 • HOTFAX 01371 873382 
E-mail 10Q746.126<s’compuserve.com.uk 


5.99 


5.99 


5.99 


12.99 


12.99 


49.99 


39.99 


Sub-total 

p&p 

Total Order Value 


3.99 


• This uniform coat worn by Nelson at the Battle of 
Trafalgar in 1805 is on display as part of the 
National Maritime Museum s Nelson Decade exhibi¬ 
tion. The hole in the left shoulder made by the mus¬ 
ket ball which mortally wounded him can be seen 
clearly. 

• Left: In contrast, the museum also has this mock- 
up of the torpedo compartment of an old A-class 
submarine, authentic in every detail and to scale. 


Options 


* 


King Billy: 
a figure 
of mystery 


FREE VIDEO OFFER 

Receive any o! these classic feature films 
starring John Mills ABSOLUTELY FREE! when 
you spend over £25!! These videos can also 
be purchased separately for only £5.99. 


Above us the Waves 

Oramatic World II Story on the 

heroic attempts to sink the Tirpitz. 

In Which we Serve 

Story of the Royal Navy Destroyer 

HMSTorrin. 

We Dive at Dawn 

The Target is the German Warship 

Brandenburg. 


Sink the 

Bismarck 

£12.99 

Specially produced 
for the History 
Channel, this is a 
story of the most 
violent and greatest 
sea hunt of the 20th 
Century. Running 
time 86 mins. 


The British Pacific Fleet 
for oily £12.99 

The official commemorative video. 
Britains WWII Pacific Reet was the 
largest single force ever assembled by 
the Royal Navy. Features rare newsreel 
footage. Running time 55 mins. 


A UNIQUE collection reflecting 
Plymouth’s Naval past forms the 
core of Plymouth Naval Base 
Museum, which was opened in 1996. 

On display there are Victualling Store 
items from the old Royal William Yard 
(closed in 1992), including uniforms, 
badges, silver, china, kitcheware and per¬ 
sonal kit. 

They are survivors of fire and war over the 
past 150 years, and are complemented by a large 
collection of 15,000 books, documents, plans 
and photographs 

Many more artefacts and documents continue 
to be added, the whole collection being the 
responsibility of a Museum Trust which seeks to 
generate supporting funds through admission 
charges, grants and sponsorship. 

Plymouth Naval Base also boasts the best collec¬ 
tion of figureheads, started in the 1930s. On display 
outside and inside the museum are four fine examples 
from 1816-63. 

For years one of the figures outside the muse¬ 
um has been referred to as the Duke of 
Wellington, but recent research has discovered 
that it was from a vessel called Wellington. 

The latest arrival of Victoria from HMS 
Cambridge was originally on a vessel called 
Victoria (launched 1844), was switched to 
Windsor Castle in 1855 before ending up in the 
training hulk HMS Cambridge in 1869. 

After a period of storaae in Devonport, the fig¬ 
urehead emerged again in 1930, becoming 
Windsor Castle again until moved to HMS 
Drake’s grounds in the 1960s, there being 
renamed Royal Adelaide. 

She then went to Manadon in 1970 where she 
received am expensive facelift. Ten years later, 
during a visit by the Prince of Wales, he enquired 
after the figurehead, and an investigation was 
launched which discovered its true identity. 

Bui the greatest mystery' at the museum is the King 
Billy figurehead. There is evidence that he w as intend¬ 
ed for the top of the Devonport Column when 
Plymouth Dock w as changed to Devonport Docky ard 
in 1824, during a visit by King William IV. 

However, King Billy could have been from the 
120-gun ship of the line HMS Royal William. 
Despite these (so far) unsolved facts, the figure¬ 
head is known locally as King Billy, and probably 
always will be. 

Over the years the figures rot and eventually 
will be beyond repair. But at Devonport Dave 
Brown, a member of the Society of Friends of the 


THE DEFINITIVE STORY OF THE TITANIC 


■/ICTORY 
VAT SEK 


ONLY 

£ 49.99 

N0WAT 

REDUCED 

PRICE 


From the Titanic’s home port in England to its resting place at the bottom of 
the Atlantic, the infamous glory of the great ship is recounted in newsreel, 
diaries and interviews with survivors. Narrated by David McCallum and 
produced for the History Channel - 4 part video collection only £39.99 
Running time approx 4 hours. 


An epic account of 
Allied naval 
operations during 
WWII in every 
theatre of war. An 
award-winning 
series, each of these 
video double packs 
is over 3 hours 
long. 


• A miniature reproduction of the figurehead of 
King Billy ’ at Plymouth Naval Base Museum. 

Museum, has used his carving skill to reproduce 
miniatures of the base’s ten figureheads in yel¬ 
low pine. 

Rubber moulds are used by another member, 
Dave Scoble, to cast the figures in resin. They 
are then painted by Dave Brown and are avail¬ 
able on order from the museum. 

DATA FILE 


OPENING TIMES: As the museum is within the Naval Base, 
access has to be by appointment on 01752 554582 or 554899. 
Organisation and individual visits (no minimum age) last about 
2.5 hours and include the historic South Yard and execution cell. 
Full Day Tour (minimum aged 5) and schools and youth oraani- 
sations (minumum age 12>- guided tours begin at about 9.30am. 
After lunch in HMS Drake, the party takes a river trip around the 
dockyard (weather permitting) and visit the Frigate Refit 
Complex. 

ADMISSION CHARGES: None, although donations are appre¬ 
ciated from members of organisations and individuals. 

FACILITIES: Small cafe and gift shop. No transport provided. 


ESTABLISHED 30 years ago, Lowestoft 
Maritime Museum standing in the town's 
Sparrow’s Nest Park, specialises in the 
history of the local fishing fleet - but also 
depicted is the town’s wartime associa¬ 
tion with the Royal Navy. 

A replica of the aft cabin of a steam drifter 
shows the crew’s quarters. There is also a fine 
collection of models, a picture gallery and a 
collection of shipwrights and coopers' tools. 

The museum, which attracts 7.>00 visitors a 
year, is run privately by a registered charity - 
Lowestoft and East Suffolk Maritime Society. 
It is self financing and receives no grants. 
Nevertheless, in 1978 it opened an extension, 
the ceremony being performed by the Duke of 
Edinburgh. 

DATA FILE 


OPENING TIMES: May-Sept daliy 10am-5pm (last 
admissions 4.30). 

ADMISSION CHARGES Adults 50p, children and 
senior citizens 25p. Organised parties by arrangement 
(will open for parties of six or more out of season). 

FACILITIES: Free car parking opposite, wheelchair 
access, school packs available, speakers available for 
schools, clubs, etc. Park has restaurant and coffee 
house, licensed bar, picnic areas, toilets. 

ACCESS: Under the lighthouse on Whapioad Road, 
Lowestoft. 

INFORMATION: 01502 561963. 


SUBMARINE 

TELEGRAPH 

MUSEUM 


AN UNDERGROUND museum at 
Porthcurno, Cornwall, tells the story of 
submarine telegraphy - international 
communications via cable on the seabed. 

On display is an unrivalled collection of his¬ 
toric telegraph equipment dating from 
Victorian times to World War II. 

The museum, housed in wartime tunnels, is 
run by the Trevithick Trust and has recently 
won a Heritage Lottery grant. As a result 
refurbishment work means that the museum 
will be closed until May 18. 

DATA FILE 


OPENING TIMES: Each Friday 11am-3pm and each 
Weds. 11-3pm until end of Oct. Tours (maximum 20) 
from beach every hour from 11am. 

ADMISSION CHARGES Adult £3, concession 
(senior citizens and unemployed, etc.) £2.50, children 
£1.50, family £8. Educational group bookings avaiiabie. 

ACCESS: Follow Land's End road (A30) west from 
F»enzance, turn left to St Buryan, then follow signposts 
to Porthcurno. Park at the Cove. 

INFORMATION: 01209 612142. 


LOWESTOFT MARITIME 
MUSEUM 
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Options 

Not reolicas - but the 
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THESE TWO rare flying examples of Royal Navy fight¬ 
ers from both World Wars are included in the 
Shuttleworth Collection on display at Old Warden 
Aerodrome near Biggleswade in Bedfordshire. 

The aircraft are a Sopwith Pup, acquired by Richard 
Shuttleworth in 1936, and a Hawker Sea Hurricane built in 
1941 and restored to flying condition over nearly ten years, 
from 1986* 

Both are popular performers at Old Warden Aerodrome 
where the history of flight is depicted from the early 1900s lo 
the early years of World War If* 

Housed in seven hangars, the collection includes veteran 
and vintage cars and motorcycles which can be seen on flying 
days, scheduled this year for May 3 & 16, June 7 & 20, July 5 
& IS, August 2 & 16, Sept 6 & 19* 

DATA FILE 


OPENING Ths*£$ : Every day (or static viewing (1Qaro-4pm Mareh-Oct., 1 G&it>- 
3pm Nov.-Faii.). Ftying displays begin at 2pm p and sunset flying displays st 6*30). 

ADMISSION CHANGES: Cfi (group rates lor et 20, £*); senior dllions. stu¬ 
dents and 5 to 1 S-year-oftte. £4 {groups £2 per person); family ticket (two adults, 
two children) £15; school parties £2 per student - preferential rates for accompa¬ 
nying adults* For flying displays on first Sundsy of month - Driver only, £5; driver 
end passenger, £15; driver end 2-4 passengers, £22; pedestrians and cyclists, £6; 
senior citizens, children end student coach passengers* £4. 

FACILITIES. Gtft shop, restaurant, playground, wheelchair access to all areas of 
Coitectkm. 

ACCESS: Shuttleworth Is 50 mites north of London and is two mites ofl the At. 

INFORMATION; ©1767 626227. 



3HOREHAM Aircraft UmmmU 
by local enthusiasts in the Ken 
It was set up as a lasting t 

tn the skies over southern HngkHil 
log Fleet Air Arm fliers, it bouses it 
by the group over many ysum ft# t 
aircraft* || 

Other hems have becm t 

flying helmets, uniforms and it 

AM proceeds are used for * 

artefacts, with any remaining c 

Club, a charitable r 

of World Warn. v$ H 


SHOREHAM AIRCRAFT MUSEUM 


DATA FILE 


OPENING TIMES; Eveiy day e*c*pi Christmas 
Eve, Christmas Day »nd Boxing Day. Aprif-Oct. - 
1 Dam-5.30pm. last admission 5pm and last 
flights' to carrier 4pm. Nov.-Mareh - 10am- 
4.30pm, last admission 4pm and Fast flights' to 
carrier 3pm. 

ADMSSIQN CHARGES (trom April 1996): 
adults - E&.S0. children 5-16 - £4.50, senior citi¬ 
zens - £5-00. tamily tlgkot (two adults and two 
children) - £10, Group rate - £4.541 per adult, £3.50 
per child or senior citizen. Groups (minimum size 


15) are advised lo book In advance, Pre-booked 
school groups - £2,75 with tree admission for 
accompanying adults on a ratio of 1:10; addition¬ 
al adults £4. 

FACILITIES Guided lours tor groups by prior 
arrangement {call 01935 841524). Swordfish 
resLaerant. Ent ertai nment centre. 

A grassed picnic area is sited oulside the 
museum and indoor facilities are available during 
winter by prior arrangement. 

There is free car, caravan and coach parking 


(including deg exercise areas - only guide dogs 
allowed Inside museum). Children's play area, and 
parent and baby care centre. Education Officer 
available Mon.-FrL tor schools visit advice 

Wheelchairs are available and ramps allow 
access to virtually all areas; toilet facilities lor dis¬ 
abled vial tors who have access via ground-floor 
entrance. 

ACCESS The museum Is situated in RNA$ 
Yeovil ton. Ilchester, Somerset. 

INFORMATION : 01935 041524, 


Sea Gladiator 


Dealing with more recent years, the Harrier exhibition has a 
1 lawkcr Pi 127* prototype of all I larrier variants. 

A major revamp of the Concorde Hall, entrance and shop is 
due to star! this year. 

In addition to the displays, the museums Records and 
Research Centre assists hundreds of enquirers each year, who 
conduct their research in person or by post, using the museum's 
very large collection of photographs and documents* There are 
charges for this serv ice and for copies of photographs. 


T HE FLEET Air Arm Museum at RN air sta¬ 
tion Yeovilton, Somerset is one of the 
world's largest aviation museums, with 
over 90 historic aircraft on display, including 
the British prototype of Concorde which first 
flew from Filton airfield near Bristol in 1969* 
The history of British Naval aviation is depicted 
through service aircraft* technical equipment, documents, 
photographs, uniforms, medals and memorabilia* 

The displays are presented in chronological order and are 
designed to appeal lo The museum s visitors of all ages. 

A First World War tahlcau includes a Sopwith Pup, Camel and 
Triplane, a Spad XIII. an Albairos DVa and a Iofcker Tri plane - 
the type made famous by Germany's Red Baron, Manfred von 
Richthofen* 


The mid-war display includes a Gloster Sea Glad tat or - 
immortalised hy Faith, Hope and Charity* three of the type 
which repulediv formed pari of Malta’s meagre air defences 
early In the Mediterranean war. 

The World War II exhibition includes a Walrus seaplane, a 
Swordfish torpedo bomber and a Fairev Fulmar, us well as many 
other carrier-based planes. Also featured is u section on the 
Women’s Royal Naval Service who carried out a range of sup¬ 
port roles. Including aircraft maintenance. 

An exhibtion featuring post war conflicts includes a Hawker 
Sea Fury and a MiG-15 jet lighter, adversaries during the 
Korean War in which a Fury from HMS Ocean became the first 
FA A fighter to shoot down a jet. 

One of the most spectacular displays is a repre¬ 
sentation of one of the Royal Navy’s big carriers of 
the 1970s, featuring aircraft ranged on the flight deck 
and a tour of the ship's island 1 lo see the various 
departments of the ship, including the bridge. 


The aircraft carrier minor 
landing sight enabled a pilot 
to assess and maintain the 
correct angle of approach on a 
carrier's deck* 


The ski-jump ramp was 
designed Tor use by Sea 
Harriers aboard the new 
Invincible class of aircraft 

earner. It enables a 
larger weapon or fuel 
load to he carried with a 
shorter deck run for lake 
off. 


• ABOVE: Extract from a booklet a variable at 
the Fleet Air Arm Museum * Through line draw¬ 
ings , it tetls The Story of Aviation' from 
man's first attempts at flight to BAe’s concept 
for a re-usable, piloted stratospheric aircraft . 
BIGHT: Part of the museum's World War ! 
tableau, with a Sopwith Pup in the foreground 
and a Sop with Triplane in the air 


THE FLEET AIR ARM MUSEUM 


THOSE MAGNIFICENT 


MEN IN THEIR 


FLYING MACHINES 
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as founded 20 years ago 
village near Sevenoaks. 
o all the airmen who fought 
during World War 11* rneiud- 
jndreds of relies excavated 
crashed British and German 

d there is a fine collection of 


DATA FILE 


- ? to : Yic r&ff 1 *acft Sunday May*Sept Forties by or m arrangement, 

* 0 SI:>n c ■ ft h:?i n t childrenfree, 
f *<*».? f*8 Tearoom. 

A ■ \ i The museum 1$ off tfu? A225 near Sevano^ks, end Is near Shoreman station 
and Countryside Centre, 

fK> .'Hfii hr.r-*< Mata cos*** 


?H?OAMWIT?0?T 01S5® 524416. 


* One of me patof/ngs Oy me S/rereham museum 
founder, Geoff miffc/n* Ms works hang irt a gaifery on the 
site and are evocative of the war skies over Britain. He 
also paints dramatic representations of the air war from 
the German viewpoint 


eovery and preservation of 
jolng to the RAF Guinea Pig 
merely burned Allied airmen 


Celebration year 
for Newark's 


real thing 


90-plane display 


BOASTING one of the finest 
displays of rare British, US and 
European aircraft in Britain, 
Newark Air Museum is this 
year celebrating its 25th 
anniversary of being open to 
the public. 

Since 1%3 the museum has built 
up a collection of over 90 planes 
and helicopters at Winthorpe 
Airfield in Newark, Nottingham¬ 
shire. 

They include a Hawker Sea 
Hawk, a Gannet airborne early 
warning aircraft, a Buccaneer 
strike aircraft and a Sea Vi sen. 

Over half the collection is under 
cover in the display hall, where 
there are also 30 restored aero 
engines. 

Main celebration of the muse¬ 
um's silver jubilee takes place on 
April 10-14 and will feature light 
aircraft flying, competitions, an 
Easter egg hunt as well as other 
entertainment. 

Later this year the museum, run 
by volunteers, hopes to start work 
on a new Aviation Interpretation 
and Visitor Centre and has 
launched a series of fund-raising 
events throughout the year, includ¬ 
ing aviation and avionics car boot 
sales on May 9, July 4 and 
September 5. 

DATA FILE _ 

OPENING TIMES: Every day except 
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and 
Boxing Day, April-SepL - t Gam-5 pm 
(weekends and bank holidays I0anv6-pm}. 
Oct,-Match - lOam-Spm Nov.-Feb, idam- 
4pm. 

ADMF&SiON CHARGES Adults £3,50, 
over-60s £2,75, children E2.50 ($0p per 
person discount tor disabled, students, 
UB4C holders and parties of at least ten) 

FACILITIES Cafe, souvenir shop, free 
car and coach parking, totiet* for dis- 


NEWARK AIR MUSEUM 


• This former Royal Navy carrier-borne airborne early warning 
f Nev . * ' ". 


Gannet is among i 
craft. 


?wark Air Museum's large collection of old air- 


ACCESS By car !rom A1, A46, A17, 
All 33 and Newark bypass, by public 
transport vis short las* ride from Newark 
Northgate or Newark Castle railway sta¬ 
tions. or Newark bus station. 

INFORMATION 01636 767170- 


• The remarkable restoration work carried out by the voluntary 
workers at the Newark museum is illustrated here with this 
Buccaneer which arrived in the condition shown above and is now 
on display (below) looking as good as new. 
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WORLD-GLASS HERITAGE SITE 



HARWICH MARITIME MUSEUM 


Patron: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 

Once Navy, Always Navy 

Reg. Charity 26682 

The Royal Naval Association believes firmly that “welfare is not only 
money”. It offers a broad range of support to people with a Royal Naval 
connection. We are 'all of one company’ in helping the disabled, 
looking after the needy, cheering up the distressed, maintaining naval 
traditions, supporting naval cadets, enjoying social activities and re¬ 
uniting shipmates. The 500 branches in the UK and abroad offer an 
instant ‘network’ of local knowledge and opportunities to shipmates 
going to live in a new place or starting a new career. 

The association is for all serving and former officers, men and women 
of the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, WRNS and QARNNS and their 
reserves 

For details of RNA membership, please complete the slip below 




.Postcode 


SEND TO: THE GENERAL SECRETARY, ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
82, CHELSEA MANOR STREET, LONDON SW3 5QJ 


A multi-media audio-visual the¬ 
atre is planned on board, allowing 
visitors to discover what life was 
like in a ship of Queen Victoria’s 
Navy. 

Other improvements will 
include a new visitor entrance with 
easy access to and from the 
Medway Tunnel, car-park land¬ 
scaping and a museum square cre¬ 
ating a new focal point for visitors 
and those who live on the site. 


HARWICH’S long established 
connection with the training estab¬ 
lishment HMS Ganges, which 
closed in 1976, is highlighted in 
one of the rooms in the town’s 
Maritime Museum. 

Housed in The Low Lighthouse 
- built in 1818, the museum occu- 

f )ies a site not far from the estab- 
ishment which had a 77-year histo¬ 
ry afloat and as a stone frigate. 

Models and photographs of 
Fleet Air Arm aircraft are also 
among the museum’s RN items. 


while one room is dedicated to the 
now defunct RN Auxiliary Service. 

The museum is run by volun¬ 
teers and welcomes 3,000 visitors a 
year. 

DATA FILE _ 

OPENING TIMES: 10am-5pm dally 
from Easter Sunday to end of Oct., exept 
Sat. 

ADMISSION CHARGES: Adults 50p, 
accompanied children up to 16 free. 

INFORMATION: The Curator. The 
Harwich Society, 22 Harbour Cresc., 
Harwich, Essex. 


MUSEUM OF SMUGGLING 
HISTORY 


A DECEPTIVELY small building 
in the Botanic Garden near 
Ventnor, Isle of Wight, houses 300 
exhibits which tell the 700-year 
story of the island's smugglers. 

Building up The Museum of 
Smuggling History has been the 
lifelong work of Ron Dowling 
RNVR (retd) who was involved in 
contraband control in Aden during 
World War II. 


Many of the existing galleries 
will be refreshed with increased 
inter-activity for younger visitors 
and family groups. 

Plans include an on-site trans- 


OPENING TIMES: Daily April 1 to end 
of Sept. 10am-5.30pm. 

ADMISSION CHARGES: Adults £1.90, 
children and senior citizens £1. Children 
under the age of seven, free with adult. 
Special rates and free questionnaires for 
school parties. 

FACILITIES: Car and coach parking. 

ACCESS. In the Botanic Gardens, on 
the A3055 one miie west of Ventnor. 

INFORMATION: 01983 853677. 


ply Navy 

1 ■ J atthe West Country’s 

' best Aviation Attraction 


Exhibitions include: 

World Wars 1 and II • Kamikaze 
Wrens • Korea • Recent Conflicts 
Harrier ‘Jump’ Jet 
‘Carrier’ the ultimate experience 
Concorde 002 

Facilities include: 

I Licensed Restaurant • Extensive Gift Shop 
Pknk Area • Airfield Viewing Galleries 
Children's Adventure Plavj>mand 
Access and Facilities for the Disabled 
Free Firkin* 

FLEET AIR ARM 

MUSEUM 


RNAS YwviUun. Ikhcvin. Wnrt BA22 8HT 
Tcfcphoac (01935) 840563 Facunk <01935)840181 
Ltcmnl rniMUm.lmUtffiM AS!-AX) m Ikktutr 


• HMS Gannet, the only surviving Victorian 
sioop being restored to her looks in the 1880s 
at Chatham Historic Dockyard, and (below) a 
preserved )-class submarine, HMS Ocelotw 


ON THE 
MEDWAY 


CHATHAM HISTORIC DOCKYARD 


NE OF THE major Naval museums to benefit 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund, Chatham 
Historic Dockyard is undertaking a 
‘Millennium’ package which will ensure that the area 
becomes a world-class heritage site at the heart of 
the Medway towns. 


A £16 million plan was 
announced last September, 
over half the cost being met 
from Lottery money. 

Most of the dockyard forms a 
true time capsule. The majority of 
buildings there have survived from 
the 18th century - a time when 
Chatham Dockyard built and 
launched no fewer than 125 ships, 
including HMS Victory, Nelson’s 
flagship at Trafalgar. 

In partnership with Medway 
Towns Council, English Heritage, 
and the Government’s Depart¬ 
ment for Culture, the Historic 
Dockyard Trust will use the extra 
finance to restore more of the 
Dockyard’s impressive buildings. 

The 80-acre site has 47 sched¬ 
uled ancient monuments including 
covered slips, a wheelwright’s 
shop, wooden galleries, ordnance 


Incorporated by 
Royal Charter 

-THE — 


ROYAL N 

A S S O C I A 


H 


r\ 


TION 


galleries, lofts, a church and a 
working 19th century ropery. Last 
year 110,000 visitors were wel¬ 
comed to the main site. 

Seven museum galleries tell the 
dockyard’s story, and include a 25ft 
model of the Victory, built for the 
1941 film That Hamilton Woman 
starring Vivien Leigh and 
Lawrence Olivier. 


by the last surviving sloop 
from the Victorian Navy, 
HMS Gannet. 

Built on the River Medway at 
Sheerness in 1878, Gannet was 
designed to police the furthest 
waters of the British Empire. 
Before the turn of the century she 
saw service in the Pacific, protect¬ 
ing British citizens in Valparaiso 
during war between Chile and 
Peru, and in the Red Sea defend¬ 
ing Port Suakin after the fall of 
Khartoum. 

In 1902 she was converted into a 
drill ship for the RNR, serving as 
HMS President until 1911. Two 
years later she was lent to TS 
Mercury, a boys’ sea training 
school and remained as a dormito¬ 
ry ship on the River Hamble in 
Hampshire until the school closed 
in 1968. 

She was acquired by the 
Maritime Trust in 1971 who, in 
1987 chartered her to Chatham 
Historic Dockyard for restoration. 

Now owned by the 
Dockyard, the work on 
Gannet is continuing with 
the aim of restoring ner to 
her condition of 1886. The 
new funds will enable the 
Dockyard Trust to complete 
the reconstruction, creating 
a major new attraction to the 
site. 
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BRIGHTON FISHING MUSEUM 


OF THE BIG 


Options 

lairi 


T he MIGHTY Victorian 
bastion of Fort Nelson at 
Fareham, Hampshire has 
in recent years acquired an 
important collection previously 
housed in the Tower of 
London. 

The Royal Armouries, dating 
from the 15th century, displays 
one of the most varied collections 
of artillery in Europe. At Fort 
Nelson, imaginative scenes and 
events tell the story of artillery 
from its earliest days. 

There are 18 galleries full of careful¬ 
ly restored exhibits, with guided tours 
and audio-visual presentations. Daily 
live firings show the awesome power 
of the guns. 

The collection includes fortress 
guns from India and China, French 
cannon captured at Waterloo, and sec¬ 
tions of Iraq’s infamous supergun’. 

Fort Nelson itself is an intriguing, 19- 
acre site which has changed little over 
the 160 years since it was built as part 
of a network of defences to protect 
Portsmouth from a feared French 
attack. 

Now fully restored, the fort includes 
massive guns and mortars on the ram¬ 
parts, tunnels and underground 
ammunition stores. Above ground, the 
buildings include a restored barrack 
room once occupied by volunteer sol¬ 
diers of the late 1800s. 

A rather more gruesome exhibition 
of Tower of London items is on display 
there until June 30. The special collec¬ 
tion centres on the torture and execu¬ 
tion that awaited prisoners of the 
Tower. 

Among the relics is the block used at 
the execution of Lord Lovat in 1747, as 
well as an executioner’s axe, thumb¬ 
screws, manacles and a fearsome 
device known as the ‘Scavenger’s 
Daughter’. 


GUNS 


• A live firing display at Fort Nelson, involving a replica of a medieval cannon, guns of Napoleon’s superb 
Imperial Guard, World War I guns, and a World War II self-propelled gun. 

DATA FILE 


FIGUREHEADS, ship models and pictures are 
among the items on display at Southwold Sailors’ 
Reading Room built in 1864. 

The association that runs it is a registered char¬ 
ity. while the Reading Room itself was built as a 
memorial to C'apt Charles Rayley who was a 
Naval officer at the time of Trafalgar. 

DATA FILE 


OPENING TIMES; Daily 9am-5pm, except Christmas. 
ADMISSION Free, donations welcome. Under 18s to be 
accompanied by adult 

ACCESS: From Ipswich A12 A1095 to Southwold. 
INFORMATION; Southwold Sailors Reading Room 
Association, East Cliff, Southwold, Suffolk, IP18 6EL. 


THE HAMPSHIRE Naval Collection of books 
and documents is housed at Gosport Library and 
includes Brassey's Annual 1886-1933 and Jane’s 
Fighting Ships from the turn of the century'. 


DATA FILE 


OPENING TIMES; Mon. and Wed. 9.30am-5pm: Tue.-Fri 
9.30-7; Sat. 9.30-4. 

ADMISSION: Free. 

ACCESS; High St, Gosport, Hants. 

- -',5234*'' 


INFORMATION 01705 523431 


PARTS 2 and 3 of this series will 
appear in the May and June issues of 
Navy News, building up into a 24-page 
nationwide guide to museums of mar¬ 
itime interest. 


SOUTHWOLD 
SAILORS’ 
READING ROOM 


HAMPSHIRE 
NAVAL COLLECTION 


WESTERN APPROACHES HQ 


OPENING TIMES; Daily 10am-5pm 
until Nov., then Thurs.-Sun. 10.30-4pm 
until end of Feb. (Deity opening for Feb. 
half-term). Last admission one hour 
before closing. 

ADMISSION CHARGES; Adults £4.25, 
senior citizens £3.50, children and card- 
carrying students £2.80. Family - two 
adults/two children £10, two 
adults/three children £12. Groups (ten 
or more) - adults £3.45, senior citizens 
£2.70, children £2. Organised school 
visits-£1.25. 

FACILITIES. Guided tour and 
acoustic guide (handset) included in 
price. Powder Keg restaurant and coffee 
shop. Toilets for disabled. 

ACCESS; Situated at Down End Rd, 
Fareham, a mile from M27 junction 11. 

INFORMATION. 01329 233734. 


UNDER the streets of 
Liverpool is what was once 
Britain’s nerve centre in the 
Battle of the Atlantic. 

A labyrinth of rooms covering 
50,000sq ft forms the Western 
Approaches museum where 
Wrens and Waafs were among 
those working under constant 
pressure to mastrermind the 
defeat of the U-boats. 

On show arc the main opera¬ 
tions room, the Admiral’s office, 
teleprinter station, a reconstruct¬ 
ed educational centre, an 


Anderson air raid shelter and a 
bombed out* room, bringing a 
dramatic period vividly to life. 

All rooms are audio-linked for 
any unaccompanied tours. 

DATA FILE 

OPENING TIMES: March 1 to Nov. 1, 
10.30am-4.30pm. Closed Fri. & Sat. Last 
admission 3.30. 

ADMISSION CHARGES £4.75, con¬ 
cessions and children £3.45, family 
tickets £9.95. Groups of ten or more 
£2.99. 

ACCESS: In Rumford St behind 
Town Hall. 

INFORMATION: 0151 227 2008. 


BRIGHTON’S historically 
important sea fishery and the 
seafront are vividly presented 
through a wide variety of 
artefacts at the town’s 
Fishing Museum. 

It was established in 1994 as a 
small, independent museum in 
co-operation with the local fish¬ 
ing community. 

Exhibits include models, pho¬ 
tographs, film and paintings, 
with an audio presentation of 
fishing folk talking and singing. 


Also on show is a Naval 2pdr gun 
dating from 1800 and dug out of 
Brighton beach. 

In conjunction with the fishing 
community, the museum organ¬ 
ises the annual Brighton 
Mackerel Fair, which this year 
takes place on May 18. 

DATA FILE 

OPENING TIMES: 10am-5pm daily. 

ADMISSION: Free, donations wel¬ 
come. 

ACCESS: 201 Kings Rd Arches, 
Brighton. 

INFORMATION: 01273 723064. 




Each year over one million 
@@@ 0 , come to The Great 
Thorpe Park in Surrey, one 
of Europe’s leading 
(JUJIJfl parks. World 
famous attractions 
include X:\ No Way Out, Thunder River, 

Loggers Leap, Depth Charge, Mr Monkey’s 
Banana Ride, The Flying Fish and NEW FOR 1998, 
Wet, Wet, Wet and funtastic Dino Boats. 

... it’s a 

out for everyone! 


http://www.thorpepark.co.uk 



Thunder River! 


FROM 

21st MARCH TO 
30th JUNE 1998 

THE GREAT THORPE PARK 
CHERTSEY, SURREY. 

OFF THE M25, JCT 11 OR 13 

TEL: 01932 562633 

Simply present this voucher at the 
pay kiosks of The Great Thorpe Park 
for one ticket worth 

£13, valid for guests under 14 years, 
for FREE admission. Each free Cool 
Cat under 14 years must have a 
separate voucher and be 
accompanied by an adult purchasing 
a full price ticket. 





Conditions: It is valid only on or between the 
dates indicated and cannot be used in 
conjunction with any other offer, voucher or 
promotion, and is not valid against Plan 
Ahead Family Supersaver. Come Back Soon 
or Price Busters tickets or any other 
category of ticket. This voucher is invalid if 
sold or offered for sale. Not negotiable. 
Height restnetions apply on some ndes. 
Children under lm admitted free at all 
times. 
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